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New Members 


Mauricio OBREGON, REPRESENTATIVE OF 
Cotoms1A.—At the meeting held May 9, 
1957, the Council of the Organization of 
American States welcomed the new Repre- 
sentative of Colombia, Ambassador Mauri- 
cio Obregon. 

Dr. Obregén attended Stonyhurst College 
and Oxford University in England; the 
Industrial University of Barcelona, Spain; 
and Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Harvard University, in the United 
States. He holds a degree as an aeronautical 
engineer, an architect’s diploma, and a 
commercial pilot’s license. 

From 1939 to 1943 Ambassador Obregén 
was an engineer in the Fabrica de Tejidos 
Obregén (textile factory), in Barranquilla, 
Colombia, and from 1943 to 1944 he was 
an engineer and test pilot for the Grumann 
Aircraft Engineering Corporation in New 
York. In 1945, he founded the Compajiia de 
Transportes Aéreos Lansa (air lines com- 
pany) and served as Vice President and 
Chief Engineer. He also founded the Aero- 
club of Colombia, and in 1947 was Director 
General of Civil Aeronautics for the Colom- 
bian Government and authored the Manual 
de Reglamentos (Regulations handbook). He 
has been chairman of the Colombian delega- 
tion to several international aviation con- 
ferences, including the Second Assembly of 
the International Civil Aviation Organiza- 
tion, in 1948, and the Convention on the 
Multilateral Aviation Pact. 

In 1951 Dr. Obregén was Vice Rector of 
the University of the Andes, in Bogota, and 
in 1952 he was Minister Counsellor to the 
Colombian Embassies in Washington, Paris, 
Rome, Madrid, and Lisbon. In 1955 he was 
Ambassador Extraordinary and _ Plenipo- 
tentiary to Venezuela. 
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Ambassador Obregén is a member of 
several aviation societies and is an honorary 
Captain in the Colombian Air Force, a 
member of the French Legion of Honor, 
Honorary President of the Aeroclub of 
Colombia, and holds the Grand Cordon of 
the Order of the Liberator from Venezuela. 


Mariano PuGa VEGA, REPRESENTATIVE 
or CuHILeE.—At the meeting held July 3, 
1957, the Council of the Organization wel- 
comed the new Ambassador of Chile to the 
Council and to the United States, Mariano 
Puga Vega. 

Ambassador Puga was born in San Ber- 
nardo, Chile, in 1899, and is the son of 
Federico Puga Borne, a former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and onetime Chilean Am- 
bassador to France. He studied law at the 
Sorbonne, in Paris, and the University of 
Chile, in Santiago. 

He entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1923 and later served as Official Translator 
for the government. He was also legal 
adviser to the Kemmerer United States 
Financial Mission that established the 
Central Bank of Chile in 1925, and in 1936 
was a member of the Chilean Financial 
Mission to the United States and to Europe. 
He was honorary legal adviser to the 
United States Embassy in Santiago, Chile. 

Ambassador Puga has represented the 
Province of Malleco as a Deputy in the 
National Congress and served on various 
committees of the Congress. 

In addition to his legal and_ political 
service, Ambassador Puga has been active 
in business as a director of the Chilean 
Inter-Oceanic Navigation Company and of 
Chile Films. He also operates a large ranch 
devoted to agriculture and the breeding of 
sheep and cattle. 
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Activities of the Council during the 
second four months of 1957' 


APPROVAL OF PROTOCOL TO THE CONVEN- 
TION ON DuTigs AND RIGHTS OF STATES IN 
THE Event oF Crivit Srrire.—Resolution 
cur? of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
transmitted to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion a draft protocol to the Convention on 
Duties and Rights of States in the Event 
of Civil Strife (Havana, 1928) and re- 
quested the Council to study and modify 
the draft to the extent necessary, taking 
into consideration the amendments and 
observations presented at the Tenth Con- 
ference and such additional observations 
and amendments as might be made by the 
governments themselves or by members of 
the Council during their study of the sub- 
ject. The draft protocol had been submitted 
by the Council to the Conference by resolu- 
tion of November 4, 1953.* 

The Council referred the matter to its 
Committee on Juridical-political Matters, 
which studied the proposed amendments 
and observations presented at the Con- 
ference and also considered those presented 
orally by members of the committee during 
its discussions. 

The committee submitted a report* and 
a revised draft protocol at the Council 
meeting of June 28, 1956. In its report the 
committee suggested that the Council post- 
pone consideration of the draft protocol for 
90 days in order to give the representatives 
sufficient time to consult their governments 
before expressing their views. Consequently, 
the Council approved a resolution setting 
the meeting of October 3, 1956, as the time 
at which it would state its opinion on the 
draft protocol. It was later decided that 
more time was needed for consideration 


1 See also pp. 206, 211, 252, and 264. 

2 For the text of this resolution, see Vol. VI, Special Number, 
p. 121. 

3 Vol. V, No. 4, pp. 304-307. 

4 Document C-i-307, Rev. 2, Pan American Union, June 28, 


1956. 
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of the draft protocol and the discussion was 
postponed until the meeting held Decem- 
ber 5, 1956. 

At the December 5 meeting the Council 
approved Articles 1 through 5 of the proto- 
col. Such articles as were still pending were 
discussed at the meetings of December 19, 
1956, and February 20, 1957. At the latter 
meeting the Council approved the Protocol 
to the Convention and appointed the Repre- 
sentatives of Brazil, Haiti, Mexico, and the 
United States to coordinate the texts of the 
Protocol in the four official languages of the 
Organization. 

At this meeting of February 20 the Repre- 
sentative of Bolivia made the following 
statement: 


In view of the decision taken by the Council 
of the Organization regarding Article 75 of the 
draft Protocol to the Convention on the Duties 
and Rights of States in the Event of Civil Strife, 
which does not take into account the proposals 
of the Delegation of Bolivia on unrestricted free 
transit, this delegation states that it will abstain 
from voting on the draft Protocol under discussion 
since it considers that the present wording does 
not safeguard Bolivia’s interests and is contrary 
to its traditional policy of reaffirming, in all 
international instruments, its free relationship 
with the other countries of the world through the 
unrestricted exercise of its rights deriving from 
international treaties on free transit. 


At the meeting of April 3, 1957, the 
Council received a report® and draft. res- 
olution from the committee appointed to 
coordinate the texts in the four official lan- 
guages. The texts were discussed and ap- 
proved, as was the draft resolution, without 
change. At the time of the voting the 
Bolivian Delegation abstained from voting 
and the Alternate Representative reiterated 
his government’s position as stated at the 
February 20 meeting. The resolution «p- 
proved reads as follows: 

5In the final text of this Protocol, the article referred to by 


the Delegation of Bolivia is now numbered 6. 
6 Document C-i-339, Rev. 1, Pan American Union, March 


26, 1957. 
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The Council of the Organization of American 
States, 

HAVING SEEN: 

The report of the special committee charged 
with coordinating the texts of the Protocol to the 
Convention on Duties and Rights of States in 
the Event of Civil Strife, in the four official lan- 
guages, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To approve the text of the Protocol to the 
Convention on Duties and Rights of States in the 
Event of Civil Strife, coordinated by the special 
committee appointed for that purpose by the 
Council of the Organization. 

2. To open the Protocol for signature by the 
member states of the Organization of American 
States at the Pan American Union on May 1, 1957. 


The texts of the Convention on Duties 
and Rights of States in the Event of Civil 
Strife, signed in Havana in 1928, and the 
Protocol to the Convention, approved 
February 20, 1957, are printed below. 


CONVENTION 


ARTICLE 1. The contracting states bind them- 
selves to observe the following rules with regard 
to civil strife in another one of them: 

First: To use all means at their disposal to 
prevent the inhabitants of their territory, na- 
tionals or aliens, from participating in, gathering 
elements, crossing the boundary or sailing from 
their territory for the purpose of starting or pro- 
moting civil strife. 

Second: To disarm and intern every rebel force 
crossing their boundaries, the expenses of intern- 
ment to be borne by the state where public order 
may have been disturbed. The arms found in the 
hands of the rebels may be seized and withdrawn 
by the government of the country granting asy- 
lum, to be returned, once the struggle has ended, 
to the state in civil strife. 

Third: To forbid the traffic in arms and war 
material, except when intended for the govern- 
ment, while the belligerency of the rebels has not 
been recognized, in which latter case the rules of 
neutrality shall be applied. 

Fourth: To prevent that within their jurisdic- 
tion there be equipped, armed or adapted for 
warlike purposes any vessel intended to operate 
in favor of the rebellion. 

ARTICLE 2. The declaration of piracy against 
vessels which have risen in arms, emanating from 
a government, is not binding upon the other 
states. 


THE COUNCIL 


purposes, to conclude the following Protocol: 
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The state that may be injured by depredations 
originating from insurgent vessels is entitled to 
adopt the following punitive measures against 
them: Should the authors of the damages be war- 
ships, it may capture and return them to the 
government of the state to which they belong, for 
their trial; should the damage originate with 
merchantmen, the injured state may capture and 
subject them to the appropriate penal laws. 

The insurgent vessel, whether a warship or a 
merchantman, which flies the flag of a foreign 
country to shield its actions, may also be captured 
and tried by the state of said flag. 

ARTICLE 3. The insurgent vessel, whether a 
warship or a merchantman, equipped by the 
rebels, which arrives at a foreign country or seeks 
refuge therein, shall be delivered by the govern- 
ment of the latter to the constituted government 
of the state in civil strife, and the members of the 
crew shall be considered as political refugees. 

ARTICLE 4. The present Convention does not 
affect obligations previously undertaken by the 
contracting parties through international agree- 
ments. 

ArticLE 5. After being signed, the present 
Convention shall be submitted to the ratification 
of the signatory states. The Government of Cuba 
is charged with transmitting authentic certified 
copies to the governments for the aforementioned 
purpose of ratification. The instrument of ratifi- 
cation shall be deposited in the archives of the 
Pan American Union in Washington, the Union 

to notify the signatory governments of said de- 
posit. Such notification shall be considered as an 
exchange of ratifications. This Convention shall 
remain open to the adherence of non-signatory 
states. 


RESERVATION MADE AT THE TIME 
OF RATIFICATION 


United States of America: 

Subject to the understanding that the provi- 
sions of Article 3 of the convention shall not apply 
where a state of belligerency has been recognized. 


PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION 


The High Contracting Parties, desirous of 
clarifying, supplementing, and strengthening the 
principles and rules stipulated in the Convention 
on Duties and Rights of States in the Event of 
Civil Strife, signed at Havana on February 20, 
1928, 

Have resolved, in order to carry out those 
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ArTICcLE 1. Each contracting state shall, in 
areas subject to its jurisdiction: 

a. Keep under surveillance the traffic in arms 
and war material that it has reason to 
believe is intended for starting, promoting, 
or supporting civil strife in another Ameri- 
can state; 

b. Suspend the exportation or importation of 
any shipment of arms and war material 
during the period of its investigation of 
the circumstances relating to the shipment, 
when it has reason to believe that such 
arms and war material may be intended 
for starting, promoting, or supporting 
civil strife in another American state; and 

c. Prohibit the exportation or importation of 
any shipment of arms and war material 
intended for starting, promoting, or sup- 
porting civil strife in another American 
state. 

ArtTICcLE 2. The provisions of Article 1 shall 
cease to be applicable for a contracting state only 
when it has recognized the belligerency of the 
rebels, in which event the rules of neutrality shall 
be applied. 

ArticLE 3. The term “‘traffic in arms and war 
material’’, which appears in the third paragraph 
of Article 1 of the Convention on Duties and 
Rights of States in the Event of Civil Strife as well 
as in this Protocol, includes land vehicles, vessels, 
and aircraft of all types, whether civil or military. 

ArtIcLE 4. The provisions of the Convention 
on Duties and Rights of States in the Event of 
Civil Strife with respect to ‘‘vessels’”’ are equally 
applicable to aircraft of all types, whether civil 
or military. 

ArticLE 5. Each contracting state shall, in 
areas subject to its jurisdiction and within the 
powers granted by its Constitution, use all ap- 
propriate means to prevent any person, national 
or alien, from deliberately participating in the 
preparation, organization, or carrying out of a 
military enterprise that has as its purpose the 
starting, promoting, or supporting of civil strife 
in another contracting state, whether or not the 
government of the latter has been recognized. 

For the purposes of this article, participation 
in the preparation, organization, or carrying out 
of a military enterprise includes, among other 


acts: 
a. The contribution, supply, or provision of 
arms and war material; 
b. The equipment, training, collection, or 
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transportation of members of a military 
expedition; or 

c. The provision or receipt of money, by any 
method, intended for the military enter- 
prise. 

ARTICLE 6. The present Protocol does not affect 
obligations previously undertaken by the con- 
tracting states through international agreements. 

ARTICLE 7. This Protocol shall remain open in 
the Pan American Union for signature by the 
American states, and shall be ratified in conform- 
ity with their respective constitutional , proce- 
dures. 

ARTICLE 8. This Protocol may be ratified only 
by the states that have ratified or ratify the Con- 
vention on Duties and Rights of States in the 
Event of Civil Strife. This Protocol shall enter 
into force between the states that ratify it, in the 
order in which they deposit their respective instru- 
ments of ratification. 

ARTICLE 9. The original instrument of this 
Protocol, the English, French, Portuguese, and 
Spanish texts of which are equally authentic, 
shall be deposited with the Pan American Union, 
which shall transmit certified copies thereof to 
the governments for purposes of ratification. The 
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with 
the Pan American Union, which shall notify the 
signatory states of such deposit. A certified copy 
of this Protocol shall be transmitted by the Pan 
American Union to the General Secretariat of the 
United Nations for registration. 

ArtIcLE 10. This Protocol shall remain in 
force indefinitely between the contracting states. 
It may be denounced by any of them upon one 
year’s notice. Such denunciation shall be ad- 
dressed to the Pan American Union, which shall 
notify the other signatory states thereof. 

ARTICLE 11. Each contracting state shall. re- 
frain from denouncing the Convention on Duties 
and Rights of States in the Event of Civil Strife 
while this Protocol remains in force for that state. 


Since it was opened for signature in 1928 
all 21 member states of the Oas have signed 
the Convention and it has been ratified by 
all countries but Argentina, Chile, Guate- 
mala, and Venezuela. The Protocol to the 
Convention was opened for signature on 
May 1, 1957, and as of August 30, 1957, the 
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following countries have signed the Protocol: 
Brazil, May 1, 1957 
Costa Rica, May 1, 1957 
Peru, June 18, 1957 
United States, July 15, 1957 
Cuba, July 19, 1957 
Argentina, August 8, 1957 
Haiti, August 9, 1957 


AGREEMENT WITH THE INstTITUTO CARO 
y Curervo.—On May 18, 1955, the Council 
requested the Committee on Inter-American 
Organizations to study the bases for an 
agreement between the Organization of 
American States and the Instituto Caro y 
Cuervo, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 53.d of the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion, and in fulfillment of Resolution xx of 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference.’ 

On February 20, 1957, the Delegations of 
Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, and 
Nicaragua submitted to the Council a docu- 
ment in which they suggested the bases for 
the afore-mentioned agreement, and which 
was transmitted to the Committee on 
Inter-American Organizations. 

These bases were studied by the com- 
mittee at its meeting of February 27, which 
was also attended by the Representatives 
of Colombia and Venezuela and by the 
Secretary General of the Oas. The com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that the 
bases constituted an excellent formula for 
strengthening the cooperative relations be- 
tween the Oas and the Instituto Caro y 
Cuervo and for fulfilling the reeommenda- 
tions of Resolution xx of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference by establishing within 
the Institute a center that would be named 
after Andrés Bello, in tribute to that illus- 
trious son of Venezuela and great American 
humanist. 

Consequently, the committee decided, 
unanimously, to recommend the bases to 


7 See Vol. VII, No. 3, pp. 165-67. 
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the Council, with some changes, as the 
draft agreement with the Instituto Caro 
y Cuervo. At the same time, the committee 
thanked and congratulated the Representa- 
tive of Colombia “for the manner in which 
the Government of Colombia is contributing 
to the maintenance of the Instituto Caro y 
Cuervo and for the great interest that it is 
now showing, through this Institute, in the 
creation and development of the new and 
very important Andrés Bello Center.” 

At its meeting of March 6, 1957, the 
Council received the draft agreement to- 
gether with a report’ from the committee 
and resolved as follows: 

1. To approve the draft agreement between 
the Council and the Instituto Caro y Cuervo. 

2. To authorize the Secretary General of the 
Organization to sign the agreement on behalf of 


the Council and to take the necessary measures 
to put it into effect. 


The agreement was signed by Colombia’s 
Representative on the Council and by the 
Secretary General of the Organization, at 
the Pan American Union on May 1, 1957. 
The text of the agreement is printed below. 


COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE OR- 
GANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND 
THE INSTITUTO CARO Y CUERVO 


WHEREAS: 

The Charter of the Organization of American 
States, in Article 53.d provides for the conclusion 
of “agreements or special arrangements for co- 
operation with other American organizations of 
recognized international standing’’; 

Resolution xx of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference of Caracas, recognizing ‘‘the great 
merit of the philological work, of interest to the 
entire American Continent, done by the Instituto 
Caro y Cuervo of Colombia’”’, and “the inter- 
American activities of this grammatical and 
philological research center’’, recommends that 
the member states “‘voluntarily send specialists 
in those fields to the Instituto as professors or 
students, and that they seek to interest appro- 


8 Document C-i-329, Rev. 2, Pan American Union, March 6, 
1957. 
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priate official and private institutions in partici- 
pating in the maintenance and progress of the 
Institute’’; 

The Instituto Caro y Cuervo of Colombia, 
created by Law 5 of 1942 and reorganized under 
legislative Decree 1993 of 1954, is vested with the 
authority ‘‘to maintain relations and conclude 
agreements with public and private entities, both 
national and foreign, and with international 
organizations, particularly the Organization of 
American States (Oas), to put into effect the 
recommendations of various inter-American con- 
ferences on the Diccionario by R. J. Cuervo, es- 
pecially Resolution xx of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference of Caracas, designed to broaden 
the activities of the Institute and make them 
international in character, and to pay tribute, 
in the name of Andrés Bello, to the thought and 
culture of America” (Article 3 of Decree 1993 of 
1954); 

Under the authority conferred by Article 8 
(paragraph) of the same Decree 1993 of 1954, the 
Board of the Institute ‘‘may be expanded to give 
representation”’ to the Organization of American 
States should an agreement be concluded with the 
latter; 

The Committee on the Cuervo Dictionary of 
the Council of the Organization of American 
States believed that ‘‘steps should be taken to 
conclude an agreement between the Organization 
and the Instituto Caro y Cuervo, in fulfillment 
of Resolution xx of the Caracas Conference’’; 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States decided, in a resolution approved on May 
18, 1955, ‘‘to request the Committee on Inter- 
American Organizations to undertake a study of 
the bases for an agreement between the Organi- 
zation of American States and the Instituto Caro 
y Cuervo, as provided in Article 53.d of the Charter, 
in order to comply with Resolution xx of the 
Tenth Inter-American “onference”’; and 

In compliance with the various recommenda- 
tions and resolutions approved at International 
Conferences of American States and at meetings 
of the Council of the Organization of American 
States and the Inter-American Cultural Council, 
the Agreement between the Government of 
Colombia, the Instituto Caro y Cuervo, and the 
Pan American Union, to collaborate in the efforts 
to continue the Diccionario de construccitén y 
régimen de la lengua castellana by Rufino José 
Cuervo, and the contract for the services of 
Professor Juan Corominas were signed in Bogota, 
Colombia, on November 29, 1956, 

The Council of the Organization of American 





States and the Instituto Caro y Cuervo of Colom- 
bia, with headquarters in Bogoté4, 

HAVE AGREED to conclude the following cultural 
agreement, with a view to complying with Resolu- 
tion xx of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
of Caracas: 

1. The Instituto Caro y Cuervo shall establish 
and organize a Center, which will bear the name 
of Andrés Bello, in honor of the distinguished son 
of Venezuela and great American humanist, to 
be devoted to specialized research and training 
in the fields of Hispano-American philology and 
linguistics. 

2. The Director of the Instituto Caro y Cuervo 
shall also be Director of the Andrés Bello Center. 

3. The Institute will proceed to prepare the 
Statutes of the Andrés Bello Center and transmit 
them in due course to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion for its information. 

4. As part of its functions and in accordance 
with its particular Statutes, the Andrés Bello 
Center shall be responsible for the activities and 
proposals outlined below and, for such purposes, 
shall maintain direct relations with institutions 
and specialists in the other American countries. 

5. In accordance with the objectives sought 
and the spirit of Resolution xx of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, the Andrés Bello 
Center shall carry forward its activities in two 
fields: one consisting of research and dissemination 
in the fields of Spanish-American philology and 
linguistics; and the other consisting of the train- 
ing of personnel who may subsequently devote 
themselves to research and aid cultural under- 
takings in their respective countries. 

6. Among the objectives of activities in the 
first field are, for example, the following: 

I. The preparation and publication of a 
Diccionario de Americanismos a work 
that would cover various aspects: (a) 
preparation of a compilation of Ameri- 
canisms, including dictionaries of re- 
gionalisms already published or to be 
published in the respective countries; 
(b) a general dictionary of words used 
in spoken language, giving their social 
category and _ geographical range 
wherever possible; (c) a historical dic- 
tionary of Americanisms, giving the 
date on which the principal words, 
forms, and meanings were introduced 
into literary use; and (d) dictionary of 
authorities on Americanisms, which will 
compile and present the literary use of 


~ 


yi 
woul: 
will } 
to tr: 
netics 
lexico 
neede 
to col 
Acade 
the La 
develo 
develo, 
that w 
branch 
Ther 
nar, one 
sary as, 
The g 
letters 
for one 
The 

of phil 
Bogoté 











ral 
lu- 
ice 


ish 
me 
son 

to 
ing 
and 


VO 
ter. 

the 
smit 
1iza- 


ance 
Jello 
and 
OSes, 
tions 
es. 
yught 
‘enth 
Bello 
1 two 
ation 
y and 
train- 
levote 
inder- 


in the 


1 of a 
work 
is: (a) 
Ameti- 
of re- 
to be 
ntries; 
is used 
- social 
range 
eal dic- 
ng the 
words, 
roduced 
mary of 
ich will 
y use of 








American expressions by the foremost 
Spanish-American writers. 

II. The preparation and publication of a 
collection of Spanish-American dialec- 
tological works, which will make avail- 
able the many important studies that 
have been written on the characteristics 
of Spanish in America, amplifying them, 
in addition, with notes and appendices 
that will bring them into accord with the 
present state of studies of the language. 

III. The publication of a documented history 
of grammar studies in Spanish America 
which will analyze the most important 
contributions of Americans to the study 
of the Spanish language. 

IV. The preparation of studies on the Indian 
substratum in American Spanish, which 
will help to determine Spanish-American 
influences in the pronunciation, mor- 
phology, syntax, and vocabulary of the 
Spanish in general use. 

V. The publication of selected and duly 
annotated works in regional American 
Spanish. 

VI. The preparation or publication of studies 
on culture and letters in Spanish 
America. 

. The promotion of congresses and meet- 
ings of specialists in the fields of 
Spanish-American philology, linguistics, 
and literature. 

7. For the purpose of performing the duties that 
would be appropriate in the second field the Center 
will hold a seminar, the purpose of which shall be 
to train specialists in the fields of Spanish pho- 
netics, historical grammar, semantics, etymology, 
lexicology, and linguistics in general, who are 
needed to enable the Spanish-American countries 
to collaborate effectively with the Spanish Royal 
Academy and the existing National Academies of 
the Language in America, in the preservation and 
development of Spanish, and particularly in the 
development of a uniform technical vocabulary 
that will reflect the day-to-day advances in all 
branches of learning and modern ways of life. 

There shall be full-time professors in the semi- 
nar, one of whom shall be its dean, and the neces- 
sary assistants. 

The students shall have a university degree in 
letters or its equivalent, and the course shall last 
for one year. 

The seminar shall negotiate with the schools 
of philosophy and letters in the universities of 
Bogoté for recognition of the studies for which the 
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seminar will grant certificates, so that the students 
may use them in obtaining their Doctorate in 
Philology; and it shall negotiate with the Minis- 
try of Education of Colombia for recognition of 
the degrees granted by the seminar. 

The Organization of American States shall make 
arrangements with the member states for each of 
them to send at least one fellowship student each 
year to the seminar of the Andrés Bello Center in 
Bogoté, and in this way help train specialists 
who will later promote philological studies in their 
respective countries, and act as advisers to the 
Academies of the Language in all matters relating 
to the enrichment and use of the ordinary lan- 
guage, in conformity with the plans approved by 
the Congress of Academies of the Spanish Lan- 
guage (Madrid, 1956). 

8. For the operation of the Andrés Bello Center, 
the Instituto Caro y Cuervo shall contribute its 
organization, guidance, and experience, the equip- 
ment and facilities that it has available, and its 
bibliographic material. 

9. The Organization of American States shall 
provide the Instituto Caro y Cuervo with tech- 
nical and financial assistance whenever possible 
and help it to attain the objectives set forth in 
this Agreement, particularly in the operation of 
the Andrés Bello Center. 

10. In particular, the Pan American Union 
shall make arrangements with the member states 
for them to send voluntarily specialists in the 
field of linguistics to the Institute as professors 
or students with a view to their participating in 
the research work and in the courses and seminars 
at the Institute. 

11. The Pan American Union shall also seek to 
interest the member states and appropriate 
official and private institutions in participating 
in the maintenance and progress of the Andrés 
Bello Center of the Instituto Caro y Cuervo. 

12. If it is deemed necessary, any project of the 
Andrés Bello Center may, for purposes of imple- 
mentation or financing, be the subject of study and 
decision by common agreement between the Pan 
American Union, as the General Secretariat of the 
Oas, and the Instituto Caro y Cuervo. 

13. A section on American authors shall be es- 
tablished in the Library of the Instituto Caro y 
Cuervo, primarily for the use of the Andrés Bello 
Center, for which the Pan American Union shall 
request official and private institutions of the 
member states to cooperate by sending contribu- 
tions of books and journals. 

14. The Instituto Caro y Cuervo, the Andrés 
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Bello Center, and the Pan American Union shall 
establish an exchange of their publications. 

15. The Institute shall send annually to the 
Council of the Organization a progress report 
on the activities carried out by the Andrés Bello 
Center during the preceding period and the pro- 
gram of future activities. 

16. The Council of the Organization may in- 
vite the Institute to appoint a representative to 
attend the meetings of the organs of the Council, 
particularly those of the Inter-American Cultural 
Council, and to participate in their deliberations 
when subjects related to the activities of the In- 
stitute are discussed. The Institute may in turn 
invite the Council of the Organization to be repre- 
sented directly or through the Pan American 
Union, at its meetings, seminars, or congresses. 

17. The Council of the Organization may ap- 
point a representative to the Advisory Board of 
the Instituto Caro y Cuervo to participate in its 
deliberations when matters relating to the ac- 
tivities that are the subject of this Agreement are 
discussed. 

18. At the close of each fiscal year, the Institute 
shall send to the Council of the Organization a 
financial report on the contributions for the An- 
drés Bello Center received by the Pan American 
Union, and a detailed statement of income and 
expenditures. 

19. The present Agreement shall enter into 
force on the date on which it is signed by the au- 
thorized representatives of the Council of the 
Organization of American States and the Instituto 
Caro y Cuervo. It may be amended with the ap- 
proval of both parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Representative of 
Colombia on the Council of the Organization of 
American States, duly authorized by the Govern- 
ment of Colombia and by the Director of the In- 
stituto Caro y Cuervo, and the Secretary General 
of the Organization of American States, duly au- 
thorized by the Council of the Organization, sign 
this Cooperative Agreement [in the Spanish 
language], in triplicate, at the Pan American 
Union, Washington, D. C., the first day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred fifty-seven. 

(s) César TuLio DELGADO 
Representative of Colombia 
on the Council of the 
Organization of American States 
(s) José A. Mora 
Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States 


AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS OF THE 
Councit.—The Council of the Organization, 
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at its meeting of July 3, 1957, received from 
the Committee on Regulations of the 
Council and of the Pan American Union a 
report? on amendments to certain articles 
of the Regulations of the Council. 

The Regulations of the Council were ap- 
proved on July 16, 1952, and various 
articles were amended in 1953, 1954, and 
1956. 

In its report the committee discussed the 
suggested changes and requested that the 
Council approve them. The Council con- 
sidered the report and approved the pro- 
posed amendments. 

The full text of the Regulations of the 
Council, incorporating the amendments 
made up to July 3, 1957, is printed below. 


REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


CoMPOSITION OF THE COUNCIL AND THE 
DELEGATIONS 


TITULAR REPRESENTATIVES 


ArTICcLE 1. The Council of the Organization of 
American States is composed of one representative 
of each member state of the Organization, as pro- 
vided in Article 48 of the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion. 


INTERIM AND ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVES 


ARTICLE 2. Each government may accredit 
an interim representative to act in the absence of 
the titular representative. The governments may 
also accredit alternate representatives to take the 
place, if necessary, of the representative or interim 
representative. 


DELEGATIONS 


ARTICLE 3. The delegations shall be composed 
of the representative and the alternate represen- 
tatives, and of such other members as the govern- 
ments wish to appoint. 


SECRETARY GENERAL AND ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY GENERAL 

ArtIcLE 4. The Secretary General and _ the 
Assistant Secretary General participate, with 
voice but without vote, in the deliberations of the 
Council and its committees. 

9 Document C-i-342, Rev. 2, Pan American Union, July 3, 
1957. 
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CREDENTIALS 
COMMUNICATION OF APPOINTMENTS 


ARTICLE 5. The government of each member 
state shall inform the Council, through the Secre- 
tary General of the Organization, of the appoint- 
ments of the representative, the interim represen- 
tative, and the alternate representatives. Each 
representative shall report the appointments of 
the other officials composing the delegation. All 
these communications shall be in writing. 


ORDER OF PRECEDENCE 


ARTICLE 6. The order of precedence of the 
representatives on the Council is determined by 
the order in which the communications referred 
to in Article 5 are received. The same rule shall 
be applied with regard to the interim and alter- 
nate representatives. 


MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 7. Regular meetings are held on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month, except 
during the months of July and August, when only 
special and protocolary meetings may be held. 
This provision does not apply to meetings of the 
Council that are held to carry out the duties set 
forth in Chapter x1 of the Charter of the Organi- 
zation of American States and in the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. 

ARTICLE 8. If it should be necessary to post- 
pone a regular meeting, the Chairman of the 
Council may fix another date for it prior to that 
of the next regular meeting. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 9. The Chairman of the Council shall 
call special meetings when he considers it neces- 
sary. Any representative may request that such a 
meeting be held, stating in writing the purpose 
thereof. 


PROTOCOLARY MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 10. The Chairman, in agreement with 
the General Committee, shall decide when pro- 
tocolary meetings are to be held. 


PUBLIC AND EXECUTIVE .MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 11. The meetings of the Council are 
public. However, at the request of any representa- 
tive, the Council shall go into executive session 
and shall so continue if, after hearing the reasons 
of the proponent, the Council should so decide. 
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 


ArticLe 12. The official languages of the 
Council are Spanish, French, English, and Por- 
tuguese. 


ORDER OF THE Day 
PREPARATION OF THE ORDER OF THE DAY 


ARTICLE 13. The Chairman shall fix the order 
of the day for each meeting and the Secretary of 
the Council shall transmit it to the representatives 
on the Council at least five days before the sched- 
uled date of meeting. Any representative may re- 
quest the Chairman of the Council to include 
topics on the order of the day. 

ARTICLE 14. For special meetings the require- 
ment of advance notice referred to in the preced- 
ing article may be dispensed with. 


NEW BUSINESS 


ARTICLE 15. Proposals for the inclusion of new 
business shall be sent in writing to the Council 
Secretariat, which shall send copies thereof to 
the representatives as soon as possible, and at 
least 24 hours before the meeting, so that they may 
be incorporated in the order of the day. 

ArtTIcLE 16. When a matter that is not included 
in the order of the day is presented to the Council 
for consideration, the Council may authorize its 
discussion, but decision on the said matter shall 
be postponed for a later meeting if any representa- 
tive so requests. 


CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 
TERM 


ARTICLE 17. The Council shall elect a Chair- 
man and Vice Chairman, who shall serve for one 
year and shall not be eligible for election to either 
of those positions for the term immediately fol- 
lowing. 


ELECTION 


ARTICLE 18. The election of the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman of the Council shall be held at the 
last regular meeting in November, and the repre- 
sentatives elected shall assume office immediately. 
One month in advance of the above-mentioned 
meeting, the Secretary of the Council shall send 
to the representatives on the Council written 
notice of the date for the election of new officers. 

ArtTIcLE 19. The voting for the Chairman and 
the Vice Chairman shall be by secret ballot, and 
the candidates for these offices shall not be nomi- 
nated at meetings of the Council. 

ArtIcLE 20. The election of the Chairman shall 
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be by a majority of two thirds of the total member- 
ship of the Council. If at the above-mentioned 
meeting in November this majority is not obtained 
after three ballots, a special meeting shall be 
called within eight days, at which the election 
shall be by a majority of the representatives pres- 
ent at that meeting. In such case the incumbent 
Chairman shall continue in office until his suc- 
cessor is elected. 

ARTICLE 21. The election of the Vice Chairman 
of the Council shall be held after that of the Chair- 
man, following the procedure of the preceding 
article. 


VACANCY 


ARTICLE 22. Should the office of either Chair- 
man or Vice Chairman become vacant during the 
first half of the period for which these officers 
were elected, a new election shall be held. If the 
vacancy in the office of Chairman occurs during 
the second half of the period, the Vice Chairman 
shall hold that office until the end of the term; 
if the vacancy is in the office of Vice Chairman, 
no election will be held and the senior member 
shall serve as Vice Chairman. 


DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN 


ARTICLE 23. The Chairman opens and adjourns 
the meetings, directs the discussions, recognizes 
speakers, puts questions to a vote, announces the 
results, rules on points of order, and in general 
complies with and gives effect to these Regula- 
tions and the pertinent provisions of the Charter 
of the Organization. 


DUTIES OF THE VICE CHAIRMAN 


ARTICLE 24, In the temporary absence of the 
Chairman of the Council, the Vice Chairman 
serves as Chairman, with the same powers and 
duties. 


ABSENCE OF THE VICE CHAIRMAN 


ARTICLE 25. In the temporary absence of the 
Vice Chairman, the senior member shall serve as 
Vice Chairman. 


DEBATES 


ARTICLE 26. Discussions are conducted in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of these Regulations 
or the rules that the Council formulates for cases 
for which there is no provision. 


QUORUM 


ARTICLE 27. An absolute majority of the mem- 
bers of the Council constitutes a quorum. 
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RIGHT TO SPEAK 


ARTICLE 28. No one may speak until he has 
been recognized. The Chairman shall grant the 
floor in the order in which it is requested. 

ARTICLE 29. The Chairman may call any repre- 
sentative to order when his remarks depart from 
the subject under discussion. 


PROPOSALS 
ARTICLE 30. Proposals should be presented in 
writing to the Council Secretariat, which shall 
distribute copies to all the representatives in 
advance. However, the Council may authorize 
discussion on a proposal that has not been pre- 
viously distributed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSALS 


ARTICLE 31. A proposal may be withdrawn by 
its proponent before the original text or any 
amendment thereto is submitted to a vote. Any 
representative may present again a proposal that 
has been withdrawn. 


QUESTION OF ORDER 


ARTICLE 32. During the discussion of a topic, 
any representative may raise a point of order, 
which shall be decided immediately by the Chair- 
man. Every decision of this nature may be ap- 
pealed to the Council, and the appeal shall be put 
to a vote immediately. 


MOTION OF SUSPENSION OF DEBATE 


ARTICLE 33. Any representative may request 
a suspension of debate. Only two representatives 
may speak briefly in favor of, and two against, 
such a motion, which shall be put to a vote im- 
mediately. 


MOTION TO CLOSE THE DEBATE 


ARTICLE 34. When a subject has been suffi- 
ciently discussed, the Chairman of the Council 
or any representative may propose the immediate 
close of the debate. This motion may be opposed 
briefly by two representatives, after which it shall 
be declared approved if it receives two thirds of 
the votes. 

VOTING 
RIGHT TO VOTE 


ARTICLE 35. Each representative has the right 
to one vote. 


MAJORITY 


ArtTICcLE 36. Decisions of the Council shall be 
taken by an affirmative vote of the majority of 
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the member states, except when otherwise ex- 
pressly provided for. 


VOTING ON PROPOSALS 


ARTICLE 37. After discussion is closed, the 
proposals presented, together with any proposed 
amendments, shall be put to a vote immediately. 
No representative may interrupt the voting except 
for a question of order relative to the method by 
which the voting is being carried out. 

ARTICLE 38. Proposals shall be voted upon in 
the order in which they are presented, except when 
the Council decides to the contrary. 


VOTING PROCEDURES 


ARTICLE 39. Voting shall be done by show of 
hands. Voting shall be by roll call when so re- 
quested by any representative and the vote shall 
be taken in the order of precedence of the repre- 
sentatives. The vote shall be taken by secret 
ballot in the cases and in the manner provided 
for in the pertinent articles or when, in the case 
of elections, the Council so decides. 


VOTING ON AMENDMENTS 


ARTICLE 40. When several amendments are 
made to a proposal, a vote shall be taken first on 
that which most alters the substance of the origi- 
nal proposal. Other amendments shall be voted 
upon in like order. A proposal that would totally 
replace the original proposal, or one that is not 
directly related to it, shall not be considered as 
an amendment. 


VOTING BY PARTS 


ARTICLE 41. Motions shall be voted upon by 
parts when so requested by any representative. 
Immediately thereafter, the text so approved shall 
be submitted in its entirety for a final vote. When 
all operative parts of a proposal have been re- 
jected, the proposal as a whole shall not be sub- 
mitted to a vote. 


EXPLANATION OF VOTE 


ArTIcLE 42, After the voting is completed, any 
representative may request the floor to explain 
briefly or establish the reasons for his vote, except 
when the vote has been by secret ballot. 


CoMMITTEES 


PRIOR STUDY 


ARTICLE 43. Every matter presented to the 
Council that requires prior study shall be referred 
to a committee to draft a report thereon. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEES 


ARTICLE 44. The Council may set up such per- 
manent and special committees as it deems neces- 
sary for the performance of its functions. Special 
committees are only temporary. 


MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 


ARTICLE 45. With the exception of the General 
Committee, all committees shall be composed of 
the representatives of the states that have been 
appointed members thereof. 

ARTICLE 46. Except as provided in Article 57, 
a committee shall have no more than seven mem- 
bers. This number may be increased by direct 
decision of the Council when specific circum- 
stances make such action advisable. 

ARTICLE 47. In such cases as are not provided 
for in these Regulations, the Council shall appoint 
the members of committees. When the Council 
makes no decision with respect thereto, the re- 
spective appointment shall be made by the Chair- 
man. 

ARTICLE 48. Within two weeks after the elec- 
tion of the Chairman of the Council, the mem- 
bers of the permanent committees shall be ap- 
pointed, without prejudice to the provisions of 
Articles 57 and 59. The members of the said com- 
mittees may be reappointed. 

ARTICLE 49. In the appointment of members 
of committees, the desirability of ensuring as 
broad as possible a geographical distribution 
shall be considered, as shall the various opinions 
that have been stated on the respective subjects. 


MAJORITY 


ARTICLE 50. Decisions shall be taken by an 
affirmative vote of the majority of the-members 
present. 


RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE 


ARTICLE 51. Representatives on the Council 
who are not members of committees have the right 
to participate in the discussion thereof with voice 
but without vote. 

ARTICLE 52. Representatives may appoint 
other members of their respective delegations to 
act for them in all committees except the General 
Committee. 


INSTALLATION 


ARTICLE 53. Committees shall be installed by 
the Chairman of the Council and, except as pro- 
vided for in Article 57 of these Regulations, they 
shall immediately elect their own chairmen. Com- 
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mittees may also appoint a vice chairman when 
they deem it necessary to do so. 


REPORTS 


ARTICLE 54. Committees shall prepare reports 
on all matters entrusted to them. Each report shall 
contain a draft resolution or recommendation for 
the Council. Any member of a committee may pre- 
sent a separate dissenting opinion. 


DEBATES AND VOTING 


ARTICLE 55. The provisions of these Regula- 
tions on debates and voting, insofar as they are 
applicable, shall also govern the committees. 


PERMANENT COMMITTEES 


ArtIcLE 56. The following are the permanent 
committees of the Council, in addition to any 
other that may be established as such: 

a. General Committee 

b. Finance Committee 

c. Committee on Inter-American Conferences 

d. Committee on Inter-American Organiza- 
tions 

e. Committee on Publications and Public 
Information. 


GENERAL COMMITTEE 


ArticLE 57. The General Committee shall be 
composed of the Chairman and the Vice Chair- 
man of the Council and the chairmen or the vice 
chairmen (when serving as chairmen) of the per- 
manent and special committees. The Chairman 
and the Vice Chairman of the Council shall be the 
chairman and vice chairman of the committee. 
The chairman of the General Committee shall 
invite the former Chairmen of the Council to be 
members of the General Committee, with voice 
but without vote in its deliberations. 

ArticLe 58. The General Committee has the 
following duties: 

a. To receive from the Secretary General the 
credentials of representatives and report 
thereon. 

b. To collaborate in coordinating the work of 
the Council and its committees. 

c. To study, at the request of the Council, 
the Chairman of the Council, or the Secre- 
tary General, such special problems as 
arise in regard to organization or proce- 
dure. 

d. In agreement with the Chairman of the 
Council, to arrange for protocolary meet- 
ings to be held. 
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e. To perform such other duties as shall, by 
reason of the nature of the committee, be 
entrusted to it by the Council. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


ARTICLE 59. The members of the Finance Com- 
mittee shall be appointed every two years, within 
two weeks after the approval, that year, of the 
budget. In appointing members thereto, an effort 
shall be made to provide suitable representation 
of the states on a geographic basis and also to have 
representation on the committee according to the 
position on the scale of contributions for the 
maintenance of the Pan American Union. 

ArtIcLE 60. The Finance Committee has the 
following duties: 

a. To examine and report on the annual bud- 
get estimates submitted by the Secretary 
General. 

b. To consider and report on the financial 
questions mentioned in the annual report 
of the Secretary General. 

c. To study the basis of financing the Pan 
American Union and to recommend to the 
Council the quotas that the member 
states ought to contribute for its support. 

d. To examine the accounts submitted by the 
Secretary General and make the necessary 
provision for auditing them. 

e. To recommend to the Council the resolu- 
tions referred to in Article 53.f of the 
Charter. 

f. To examine the budgets of the Specialized 
Organizations presented to the Council in 
conformity with the respective agreements. 

g. To perform the other duties of a financial 
character assigned to it by these Regula- 
tions and those of the Pan American Union, 
or entrusted to it by the Council. 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCES 


ARTICLE 61. The Committee on Inter-Ameri- 
can Conferences has the following duties: 

a. To give the Council due information on 
forthcoming inter-American conferences 
and report which are inter-American spe- 
cialized conferences, in accordance with 
the Charter and with the standards es- 
tablished therefor. 

b. To recommend to the Council measures 
that will facilitate the convoking, organiz- 
ing, and coordinating of inter-American 
specialized conferences and avoid duplica- 
tion of the activities of other international 
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American meetings requiring governmental 
participation, in the endeavor, in all cases, 
to coordinate such activities. 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 


ARTICLE 62. The function of the Committee 
on Inter-American Organizations is to reeommend 
to the Council measures enabling the latter to ex- 
ercise the powers granted to it under the Charter 
of the Organization and other current provisions 
governing official, semiofficial, and nongovern- 
mental organizations. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS AND 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 


ARTICLE 63. The Committee on Publications 
and Public Information has the following duties: 
a. To study the publications and public in- 
formation programs of the Pan American 
Union and supervise their execution. 
b. To examine periodically the practical re- 
sults of those programs. 
ce. To make to the Council any reeommenda- 
tion regarding these matters that it deems 
necessary. 


CouNCcIL SECRETARIAT 
SECRETARY 


ArTICLE 64. The Assistant Secretary General 
of the Organization is the Secretary of the Coun- 
cil. 


ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL STAFF 


ARTICLE 65. The General Secretariat of the 
Organization shall provide the administrative 
and technical staff required by the Council and 
its committees. 


DUTIES 


ArtIcLE 66. The Council Secretariat shall duly 
distribute the documents of the Council and its 
committees, keep the files, and perform such other 
duties as the Council entrusts to it. 

ArtTIcLE 67. The Secretariat shall distribute in 
the four official languages the complete text of the 
decisions taken at each meeting of the Council. 

ARTICLE 68. As promptly as possible, the 
Secretariat shall distribute provisional copies of 
the verbatim record of each meeting to the repre- 
sentatives on the Council for their study. When 
these verbatim records have been approved by the 
Council, they shall be considered the minutes of 
the meeting. 
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PREPARATION FOR MEETINGS OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


DATE 


ARTICLE 69. The Council shall fix the date for 
each meeting of the Inter-American Conference 
after consultation with the government of the 
country in which it is to be held. Under special 
circumstances, and with the approval of two thirds 
of the member states, the Council may change the 
date of a meeting. The new date shall be set after 
consultation with the government of the host 
country. 


MEETING PLACE 


ArTICcLE 70. If for any unforeseen reason a 
regular or special meeting of the Conference 
cannot be held at the place selected, the Council 
shall designate a new place. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 71. Under exceptional circumstances, 
a special meeting of the Inter-American Confer- 
ence shall be called by the Council if two thirds of 
the member states so decide. 


AGENDA 


ARTICLE 72. The agenda of each meeting of 
the Inter-American Conference shall be pre- 
pared by the Council and submitted for considera- 
tion to the member states, who will make their ob- 
servations thereon within the period fixed by the 
Council. 


REGULATIONS 


ARTICLE 73. Before each meeting of the Inter- 
American Conference and at the time the agenda 
therefor is being prepared, the Council shall de- 
cide whether it is necessary to adopt temporary 
regulatory provisions to govern particular aspects 
of the Conference or if other amendments to the 
Regulations of the Inter-American Conference 
are required. These temporary provisions or 
amendments shall be submitted to the member 
states for consideration. 


PREPARATION FOR THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION 
CONVOCATION 


ARTICLE 74. The Council shall receive the re- 
quests for convoking the Meeting of Consultation 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs presented to it by 
the member states, pursuant to Articles 39 and 40 
of the Charter. 

ARTICLE 75. The government requesting that 





192 


a Meeting of Consultation be called should inform 
the Council of the Organization of the matters 
it wishes to have considered at the Meeting and 
at the same time suggest the approximate date 
on which it might be held. The matters to be con- 
sidered should be limited to problems of an urgent 
nature and of common interest to the member 
states. 

ArtIcLE 76. The Council shall decide by an 
absolute majority of votes whether the Meeting 
is in order, and if so it shall set the time and 
place at which it is to be held. 


AGENDA 


ArticLE 77. The Council shall send to the 
governments a list of proposed topics for the 
agenda so that the latter, through their repre- 
sentatives on the Council may, within a period 
fixed by the Council itself, suggest other topics 
or comment on those presented. The Council, 
taking into consideration the proposals made, 
shall prepare the agenda, which shall be sent to 
the governments for consideration. The govern- 
ments may present their comments on the agenda 
within the period fixed by the Council. 


REGULATIONS 


ARTICLE 78. Before each Meeting of Consul- 
tation, and when the agenda for that Meeting is 
being prepared, the Council shall consider whether 
it is necessary to adopt temporary regulatory pro- 
visions to govern particular aspects of the Meet- 
ing, or if other amendments to the Regulations 
of the Meeting of Consultation are required. These 
temporary provisions or amendments shall be 
submitted to the member states for consideration. 


ORGAN OF CONSULTATION 


ArtIcLE 79. All the functions of the Council 
pertaining to the Organ of Consultation shall 
be governed by the terms of the Charter of the 
Organization and the Inter-American Treaty of 
Reciprocal Assistance, and the applicable pro- 
visions of these Regulations. 


Pan AMERICAN UNION 


ArtTIcLE 80. The organization, staff, and ad- 
ministration of the Pan American Union are 
governed in accordance with the Charter and the 
pertinent provisions adopted by the Council of 
the Organization. 

ArtTIcLE 81. The Council of the Organization 
of American States is responsible for the proper 
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discharge by the Pan American Union of the duties 
assigned to it. 


MAINTENANCE OF THE PAN AMERICAN’ UNION 


ARTICLE 82. The Council shall establish the 
bases for fixing the quota that each government 
should contribute to the maintenance of the Pan 
American Union, taking into account the ability 
to pay of the respective countries and their de- 
termination to contribute in an equitable manner. 
The budget, after approval by the Council, shall 
be transmitted to the governments at least six 
months before the first day of the fiscal year, 
with a statement of the annual quota of each 
country. To take decisions on budgetary matters, 
the approval of two thirds of the representatives 
on the Council is necessary. 


SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION 
TERM OF OFFICE 


ARTICLE 83. The Council elects the Secretary 
General of the Organization for a 10-year term, 
and he may not be re-elected, or be succeeded by 
a person of the same nationality. The terms of 
office shall be computed from May 18, 1948. 


ELECTION 


ArticLE 84. The voting for the election of the 
Secretary General shall be by secret ballot and 
shall be done at least six months prior to the be- 
ginning of the term. No representative on the 
Council may publicly propose candidates for the 
office. The election shall be by a two-thirds ma- 
jority of the total membership of the Council. 
If after two ballots this majority is not obtained, 
the Chairman shall call a meeting within the next 
10 days, at which the election shall be by a ma- 
jority vote of the representatives on the Council. 


VACANCY 


ARTICLE 85. In the event of a vacancy in the 
office of Secretary General, the Council shall, 
within the next 90 days, elect a successor to fill 
the office for the remainder of the term in accord- 
ance with the procedure set forth in the preced- 
ing article. Such successor may be re-elected if 
the vacancy occurs during the second half of the 
term. 

REMOVAL 

ArtIcLE 86. The Council of the Organization, 

by a vote of two thirds of its members, may re- 


move the Secretary General when the proper func- 
tioning of the Organization so requires. 


Se 


an 
ere 


ame 
mit 
ame 
I 
Int 
cle | 
Pea, 
stat 
each 
was 
of th 
3, 19 
repla 
El S 
for a 


In 
view 
Book 
of Ve 
1956, 
submi 
tion 2 
Ameri 
regula: 
held ] 
proved 
appoin 
final te 
various 
At ti 
Special 











ities 


NION 


the 
nent 
Pan 
lity 
r de- 
nner. 
shall 
t six 
year, 
each 
tters, 
tives 


ATION 


etary 
term, 
ed by 
ms of 
8. 


of the 
yt and 
he be- 
mn the 
or the 
is ma- 
ouncil. 
sained, 
e next 
a ma- 
ouncil. 


in the 
shall, 
- to fill 
accord- 
preced- 
ected if 
t of the 


ization, 
may re- 
er func- 





ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL 
TERM 


ARTICLE 87. The Council elects the Assistant 
Secretary General for a term of 10 years, and he 
may be re-elected. 


ELECTION, TERM OF OFFICE, AND REMOVAL 


ARTICLE 88. The election, the term of office, 
and the removal of the Assistant Secretary Gen- 
eral shall be governed by the provisions set forth 
in Articles 83, 84, 85, and 86. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS 


ARTICLE 89. These Regulations may be 
amended by decision of the Council after a com- 
mittee has rendered a report on any proposed 
amendment. 


ELEcTION OF Ex SALVADOR TO THE 
INTER-AMERICAN PEACE CoMMITTEE.—Arti- 
cle 5 of the Statutes of the Inter-American 
Peace Committee provides that one member 
state of the committee shall be replaced 
each year. Since the one-year term of Cuba 
was to expire August 6, 1957, the Council 
of the Organization, at its meeting of July 
3, 1957, considered the election of a state to 
replace Cuba. As a result of the balloting 
El Salvador was elected to the committee 
for a full five-year term. 


INTER-AMERICAN Book FerEstIvaLts.—In 
view of the success of the Inter-American 
Book Festival held at the Central University 
of Venezuela, in Caracas, in November of 
1956, the Representative of Venezuela 
submitted to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion a draft resolution to establish inter- 
American book festivals as a part of the 
regular program of the Oas. At the meeting 
held February 21, 1957, the Council ap- 
proved this resolution in principle and 
appointed a special committee to draw up a 
final text for the resolution and study the 
various details of carrying out such festivals. 

At the meeting of March 20, 1957, the 
special committee submitted to the Council 
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a report’? and draft resolution regarding the 
festivals. In its report the committee stated: 


The committee studied the resolution, bearing 
in mind the desirability of establishing adequate 
coordination between the inter-American book 
festivals and the activities designed to imple- 
ment the recommendations relating to libraries, 
bibliography, and book exhibits, approved by 
the Inter-American Cultural Council at the two 
meetings that it has held to date, and the con- 
clusions contained in the report presented to 
the Council by the Secretary General on a pro- 
gram for the development of libraries and bib- 
liography in America. When the Council studies 
the recommendations contained in this report 
of the Secretary General, it will be advisable to 
study in what way and to what extent the meet- 
ings referred to in paragraph 4 of the draft 
resolution that the committee is submitting to 
the Council for consideration may be included 
in the inter-American book festivals. 


The Council considered the above report 
at the March 20 meeting and after some 
discussion decided to postpone its final 
decision until a later meeting. 

The draft resolution was taken up again 
at the meeting held May 15, 1957, and after 
the incorporation of some changes proposed 
by the members of the Council the following 
resolution was approved: 


WHEREAS: 

The Inter-American Book Festival, organized 
by the Central University of Venezuela and held 
in Caracas in November 1956 under the auspices 
of the Organization of American States acting 
through the Pan American Union, has success- 
fully furthered the aspirations for the cultural 
and spiritual rapprochement of our peoples and 
carried forward in that respect the programs that 
the Organization is carrying out for that purpose; 

Because of the generous participation of 
governments, publishers, cultural institutions, 
and other entities of the American countries, 
the bibliographic resources of the university 
have been enriched by valuable accessions of 
books and printed matter inter-American in 
character, thus giving permanence to one of 
the purposes of the First Inter-American Book 
Festival; 


10 Document C-i-332, Rev. 2, Pan American Union, March 
18, 1957. 
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It is desirable that other countries be able 
to take advantage of similar benefits; and 

Inter-American book festivals, organized peri- 
odically, would be an effective means of dis- 
seminating information on and supplying mutual 
knowledge of the cultural values of America 
and helping to strengthen the bonds of solidarity 
of our peoples, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To express its keen satisfaction with the 
success of the First Inter-American Book Festival, 
held in Caracas in November 1956 and organized 
by the Central University of Venezuela under 
the auspices of the Organization of American 
States. 

2. To establish inter-American book festivals 
as a part of the cultural program of the Organiza- 
tion of American States. 

3. To authorize the Pan American Union to 
promote the periodic holding of such festivals 
in the different countries and provide technical 
facilities to the governments, universities, or 
other cultural entities that are willing, on their 
own financial responsibility, to take charge 
of organizing them, bearing in mind the desir- 
ability of rotating them, as far as possible, among 
the member states. 

4. To recommend to the Secretary General of 
the Organization that he study the possibility 
of including in the inter-American book festivals 
meetings of writers, publishers, library experts, 
printers, and booksellers, in order to enlarge the 
scope of such occasions. 

5. To recommend to the Secretary General 
that, when preparing the program for an inter- 
American book festival, the funds that will be 
needed to ensure the participation of the Pan 
American Union therein be included under the 
pertinent items of the budget estimates. 


APPROPRIATION FOR EXTRAORDINARY Ex- 
PENSES.—At the meeting of July 3, 1957, 
the Council considered a report" of the 
Finance Committee on a request from the 
Secretary General of the Organization that 
he be authorized to withdraw certain sums 
from the Working Capital Fund of the Pan 
American Union in order to defray the 
extraordinary expenses incurred, up to June 
30, 1957, as a result of the Council’s activi- 


11 Document C-i-344, Rev. 1, Pan American Union, July 3, 
1957. 





ties while acting provisionally as Organ of 
Consultation in the Honduras-Nicaragua 
situation.” 

In the report, the committee cited the 
Regulations of the Pan American Union 
which provide for withdrawals from the 
Working Capital Fund to defray extra- 
ordinary expenses authorized by the Council 
and which stipulate that the amounts with- 
drawn for such purposes shall be reimbursed 
to the Fund by the inclusion of an equivalent 
amount in the budget for the following year. 

In view of the report, the Council author- 
ized the Secretary General “to withdraw 
from the Working Capital Fund the sum of 
$13,300 or the difference needed to take 
care of the above-mentioned expenditures if, 
when the books for the fiscal year 1956-57 
are closed, there is no balance available that 
could be used for the aforesaid purpose.”’ 

DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA 
—On July 26, 1957, Colonel Carlos Castillo 
Armas, President of Guatemala, was assas- 
sinated at his official residence in Guatemala 
City. On that day the Chairman of the 
Council, Ambassador Fernando Lobo, of 
Brazil, sent the following cablegram to Dr. 
Jorge Skinner Klee, Guatemalan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs: 

In the name of the Council of the Organization 
of American States and on my own behalf I wish 
to express to Your Excellency and through you to 
the family of Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas 
sincere condolences on the death of His Excel- 
lency, the President of the Republic. With expres- 
sions of high consideration and esteem, 

(s) FERNANDO LoBo 
Chairman of the Council of the Oas 


At the meeting of July 30, the Chairman 
presented a draft resolution for the con- 
sideration of the Council, expressing the 
thought of that body on the death of the 
President of Guatemala. The resolution was 
approved as follows: 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, 

12 See pp. 264-70. 
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HAVING LEARNED with deep sorrow of the 
deplorable event in which Colonel Carlos Castillo 
Armas, President of the Republic of Guatemala, 
so tragically lost his life, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To express its most sincere condolences 
on the death of Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas, 
President of the Republic of Guatemala. 

2. To instruct the Secretary General of the 
Organization to transmit this resolution to the 
Government of Guatemala and to the family of 
the late President. 


MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY TO THE PRESIDENT 
oF MEXICO ON THE EARTHQUAKE DISASTER. 
—At the meeting held July 30, 1957, the 
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Chairman of the Council, Ambassador 
Fernando Lobo, of Brazil, suggested that a 
message be sent to President Adolfo Ruiz 
Cortines, of Mexico, expressing the Coun- 
cil’s sympathy with the people and Govern- 
ment of Mexico on the recent earthquake 
disaster in that country. The suggestion was 
unanimously approved and the Chairman 
announced that he would send a special 
message interpreting the sentiments of the 
Council members. Ambassador Luis Quin- 
tanilla, of Mexico, offered his own appre- 
ciation and that of his government. 
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Organs of the Council 


Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council’ 


ProposeD DEVELOPMENT Loan FuND 
OF THE Unirep States.—At the meeting 
held May 9, 1957, it was called to the 
attention of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council that there had been 
several statements made by officials of the 
Department of State of the United States 
regarding a proposed development loan fund 
as a part of the Mutual Security Program of 
the United States. The Representative of 
Costa Rica pointed out that in the state- 
ments he had seen there had been mention 
only of aid to the countries of Asia and 
Africa and he wished to inquire if the 
development fund would also be available 
to the Latin American countries. As the 
matter was of understandably great im- 
portance to the Latin countries of the hemi- 
sphere, I-A Ecosoc requested the Com- 
mittee on Economic Cooperation to look 
into the details of the proposed development 
loan fund. 

At the meeting held July 8, 1957, the 
Committee on Economic Cooperation sub- 
mitted to I-A Ecosoc a report? in which it 
stated that after a careful study of the 
statements made by State Department 
officials and after receiving a report from the 
Representative of the United States it had 
been found that the proposed development 
loan fund was available to all countries of 
the free world. 

In view of the report submitted, the 
Inter-American Economie and Social Coun- 
cil, at the July 8 meeting, approved the 
following resolution (17/57): 


1 See also p. 252. 
2 Document ES-Econ-i-3/57, Pan American Union, June 14, 


1957. 


The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, 

HAVING SEEN: 

The Mutual Security Program included in 
the budget that the Executive Branch of the 
United States of America submitted to the Con- 
gress for consideration; and 
CONSIDERING: 

That the new development loan fund proposed 
as part of the Mutual Security Program not only 
would be of unquestioned benefit to underde- 
veloped countries, because of the continuing 
basis on which the fund would be authorized, 
and the possibility that the beneficiary countries 
will repay the loans obtained therefrom in their 
local currencies, but it would also provide a new 
and greatly-needed source of capital that would 
supplement the credit facilities offered by existing 
national and international institutions, all of 
which would supply, among other things, new 
factors that would help make more effective the 
cooperation among the countries of the free 
world, the promotion of trade and investment, 
and the strengthening of private enterprise; and 

That the fund for the basic economic develop- 
ment of Latin America, established by the Mutual 
Security Act of 1956, has been utilized during 
the present year to help the Organization of 
American States and various Latin American 
republics to undertake important projects having 
to do with health, education, sanitation, and 
land resettlement, and that the Senate of the 
United States has recommended its continuation 
and an increase therein for the present fiscal year, 
DECLARES: 

1. Its very keen satisfaction at the proposed 
development loan fund and at the fund for the 
basic economic development of Latin America, 
which offer one more proof of the spirit of coopera- 
tion with which the people and the Government 
of the United States of America are imbued. 

2. Its understanding that the countries of 
Latin America, as well as all the others of the 
free world, would have access, under equal condi- 
tions, to the aforesaid development loan fund for 
the financing of economic-development projects. 


Future DIsposiITvIoN OF THE PROJECTS 
OF THE PROGRAM OF TECHNICAL COOPERA- 
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TION.—At the time the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council approved the 
Program of Technical Cooperation for 
1957’ it authorized the Committee on 
Technical Cooperation to study the question 
of extending the duration of the projects of 
the Program. The committee met several 
times early in 1957 to study the future 
disposition of the projects and in this con- 
nection took into account a report from the 
Executive Director of the Program. The 
committee also kept in mind Article 23.h-j of 
the Bases of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation’ which deals with the general 
policy for decisions as to the duration of a 
project. 

After considering all these factors the 
Committee on Technical Cooperation pre- 
sented a report’ to I-A Ecosoc at the meet- 
ing held June 24, 1957. The Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council passed a 
resolution (13/57) approving the report and 
transmitting it to the Executive Director 
of the Program of Technical Cooperation 
so that he might present it to the Technical 
Cooperation Board for consideration when 
preparing recommendations on the Program 
for 1958. The substantive paragraphs of the 
report are printed below. 

4. The present projects of the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation were begun during 1951 and 
1952. At that time, when the projects were pre- 
sented, a five-year period was assigned to most 
of them. Four of the projects in operation—22, 
29, 39, and 77—have already completed that 
period. The other two projects, 10 and 26, will 
officially conclude their period of operation at 
the end of 1957. The first four projects mentioned, 
whose original period terminated on December 
31, 1956, were extended by a decision of the Council 
when it approved the Program for 1957. In the 
light of the committee’s recommendation .. . 
their extension should be considered provisional 
while the problem is under study. 

5. Except in the case of one of them, no official 


3 See Vol. VIII, No. 4, pp. 283-88. 

‘Vol. VIII, No. 4, p. 283. 

5Document ES-T-i-1/57, Rev. 1, 
June 24, 1957. 
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decision has been adopted with respect to the 
extension of the original duration of these proj- 
ects. The exception is Project 22, the Inter- 
American Housing Center in Bogota, Colombia. 
Resolution xxxv of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference states that the Center ‘‘shall be of a 
permanent nature.’”? Later, the Committee on 
Inter-American Organizations of the Council of 
the Oas requested the opinion of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council on the scope 
of that resolution. The request was studied by 
both the Committee on Social Cooperation and 
the Committee on Technical Cooperation, as 
well as by a joint working group from both com- 
mittees. Each of these committees presented a 
report to the Executive Committee on the specific 
problem of financing the Center under the Pro- 
gram of Technical Cooperation, and about its 
future. The matter is still pending in the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

6. The Inter-American Committee of Presi- 
dential Representatives made recommendations 
with respect to the future policy as to the transfer 
and the establishment of centers of the Program. 
Specifically, Recommendation No. 18° suggests 
that the Inter-American Housing Center become 
a part of the regular program of the Pan American 
Union, and Recommendation No. 1’ suggests 
that Project 39, Technical Education for the 
Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life, 
be incorporated in the future in the Inter-Ameri- 
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences. 

7. The committee studied the problem of 
the future disposition of the projects, within 
the general criterion [of Article 23.h-j of the Bases 
for the Program]....The committee has inter- 
preted those standards in the sense that, at the 
conclusion of the period originally assigned to 
the respective projects, they may be extended 
for an additional period and then, if necessary, a 
transition period may be entered in which the 
gradual transfer of the project to other entities 
will be made. The Bases for the Program say noth- 
ing with respect to the duration of the additional 
period that may be granted the projects. In 
drafting the following recommendations, the 
committee has followed the criterion of not pro- 
posing any extension for a longer time than that 
of the period originally assigned in each instance. 

8. The committee considers, also, that it is 
advisable to make a study of a more flexible system 


6 For the text of the recommendation, see Vol. IX, No. 2, 
p. 172. 

7 For the text of the recommendation, see Vol. IX, No. 2, pp. 
167-68. 
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of distributing the fellowships of the Program, 
for the purpose of better satisfying the different 
interests of the governments and facilitating 
the eventual transfer of the existing centers to the 
governments of the host countries or to the co- 
operating agencies. Therefore, it suggests that 
the Executive Director, in consultation with 
the governments and with the Technical Coopera- 
tion Board, present to the Council his opinion 
as to the advisability of establishing a system 
of awarding fellowships that might be based on 
the following general considerations: 

a. The Program fellowships would be con- 

centrated in a general fund, to be admin- 
istered by the Executive Director; 
The fellowships would be distributed 
among the governments for utilization 
in the centers of the Program according 
to the governments expressed preferences, 
utilizing all their ‘annual fellowship 
quota”? in one, two, or more centers of 
the Program, when such action is to their 
interest; and 

c. When necessary, the Program would guar- 

antee to the teaching centers, whose main- 
tenance is preponderantly the responsi- 
bility of member governments or of other 
institutions (except those that are de- 
pendencies of inter-American organiza- 
tions), the payment of a specific amount 
for each fellowship holder that such in- 
stitutions receive at the expense of the 
Program. 

9. Project 10, Inter-American Center for the 
Teaching of Economic and Financial Statististics. 
This project was started in 1953 for a period of 
five years. It therefore officially terminates at 
the end of 1957. The committee believes that it 
is necessary to continue the type of training of- 
fered by the Center. This opinion is backed by 
the recommendation of the Third Inter-American 
Statistical Conference, to the effect that the 
Center should be continued and its facilities 
expanded. It will be recalled that the Inter- 
American Committee of Presidential Representa- 
tives recommended an increase in the number 
of fellowships offered by the Center. Our com- 
mittee has been informed that the Government 
of Chile is prepared not only to continue its 
support of the Center, but also to increase its 
direct contribution to the financing of the Center’s 
operations. It has been reported, also, that the 
University of Chile is studying how to incorporate 
the Center into the University. In the report 
of the Executive Director ... mention is made 
of the fact that the Government of Chile has 


b. 
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stated that a period of three to five years would 
be required to make the arrangements to enable 
the Center to continue on a permanent basis 
as part of the University of Chile. The committee 
recommends that an additional four-year period 
be granted to the project to enable the Govern- 
ment of Chile to take over responsibility for the 
Center. If the host country should make a formal 
offer prior to the date on which the extension is to 
expire, the transition period would begin with 
the fiscal year in which the offer is made. If no 
formal offer is made, the project would not be 
included in the Program of Technical Coopera- 
tion after 1962. 

10. Project 22, Inter-American Housing Center. 
The background of this project was mentioned 
previously. It was stated that the committee 
pointed out, in its report approved on March 1, 
1957, that it is impossible, within the framework 
of the Program, to maintain the Center on a 
permanent basis, as Resolution xxxv of the Cara- 
cas Conference decided should be done. The 
committee recommended that a decision be taken 
with respect to this matter as soon as possible in or- 
der to continue the Center and ensure it of a finan- 
cial basis independent of the Program. The commit- 
tee also recommended that I-A Ecosoc take such 
steps as are necessary to conform to any Council 
decision as to the future of the Center. The com- 
mittee expressed its desire that a decision be 
reached before the end of 1957 and that I-A 
Ecosoc consider the possibility of approving a 
transition period, if necessary, during which 
the funds of the Program would be used, decreas- 
ingly, to contribute to the support of the Center. 
The recommendations arising from the meeting 
of the Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives give cogency to the suggestions 
made by the committee in its earlier report. The 
committee recommends that the Program of 
Technical Cooperation be responsible for the 
financing of the Center up to June 30, 1958. Should 
the Council of the Oas approve the incorporation 
of the Center into the regular program of the 
Pan American Union for the fiscal year 1958-1959, 
any transition period that is decided upon would 
begin on July 1, 1958. Otherwise, the committee 
will recommend to the Council such measures 
as it deems pertinent. 

11. Project 26, Inter-American Rural Normal 
School. The four-year period originally assigned 
to this project terminates at the end of 1957. 
Although it was authorized in the 1953 Program, 
that year only the preliminary organizational 
studies for the project could be completed, and 
therefore it began operations in 1954. Conse- 
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quently, the two-year period originally assigned 
to each of the courses will end this year. With 
respect to continuing this project, the committee 
studied Resolution x11 of the Second Inter-Ameri- 
can Meeting of Ministers of Education, in which 
the continuation of the School’s activities was 
recommended. It likewise considered the pos- 
sibility of receiving the cooperation of UNEsco, 
pursuant to its Special Project No. 1, by means 
of which that organization would participate 
in Project 26, by adding to its teaching corps 
and providing additional fellowships. In view 
of these facts, the committee recommends that 
the project be assigned an additional period of 
four years, on condition that the present activ- 
ities of the project be reviewed for the purpose 
of making such changes as are necessary. This 
would entail a reorganization of the School, 
with a view to offering more intensive and shorter 
courses directed toward training students who 
are on a different level from those presently 
attending the courses. The committee also 
recommends that the cooperating agency [Pan 
American Union] present to the Council, within a 
period of one year, a complete study on the out- 
look for the operation of Project 26 after 1962, 
with the understanding that if no offers to take 
over Project 26 are forthcoming from the govern- 
ment of the host country or from an iaternational 
agency, this project will not be included in the 
Program of Technical Cooperation after January 
1, 1962. 

12. Project 29, Pan American Training Center 
for the Evaluation of Natural Resources. This 
project was originally assigned a five-year period, 
starting with 1952. The first two years were de- 
voted to the study of information on the natural 
resources of the member states and the past three 
years to the operation, properly speaking, of 
the training center. This period of operation ended 
on December 31, 1956, but was extended pro- 
visionally when the project was included in the 
1957 Program. The Executive Director has in- 
formed the committee that the Government of 
Brazil is ready to assume responsibility for the 
Center on a gradual basis. Because of this, the 
committee recommends that the negotiations 
for its transfer to the Government of Brazil 
be continued and that the Executive Director 
keep the committee informed as to the progress 
of negotiations. In accordance with the Bases 
for the Program, the transition period will begin 
in 1958. This recommendation is subject, of course, 
to the satisfactory termination of the negotiations 
that are presently being carried out with the 
Government of Brazil. 
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during which Brazil will provide the necessary 





13. Project 39, Technical Education for the Im- 
provement of Agriculture and Rural Life. This 
project, which was started in 1952, should have 
terminated at the end of 1956. Nevertheless, it 
was included in the 1957 Program, subject to a 
decision as to its future. The committee feels the 
continuation of this project is of great importance 
to the member states. Although the Inter-Ameri- 
can Committee of Presidential Representatives 
recommended that the activities of Project 39 
be included in the regular program of the Inter- 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, this 
recommendation does not contemplate its in- 
corporation during the first year in which the 
activities of the Institute are expanded. The 
committee therefore recommends that the dura- 
tion of the project within the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation be extended for four years 
more, starting with 1958, with the understanding 
that the transition period mentioned in Article 
23.j of the Bases for the Program will start with 
the fiscal year in which the execution of the 
Inter-American Committee of Presidential Repre- 
sentatives’ recommendation is approved. The 
Executive Director of the Program continues to 
be responsible for keeping the committee in- 
formed as to the possibilities of transferring the 
project. 

14. Project 77, Pan American Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease Center. The activities of this project, 
which were begun in 1952, should have terminated 
at the end of 1956. However, its period of duration 
was extended provisionally by the inclusion of 
the project in the 1957 Program. The committee 
feels that this project has unusual features that 
affect the problem of its future disposition. It 
will be recalled that one of its principal activities, 
from the point of view of the economies of the 
stock-raising countries of America, has been its 
research directed toward the production of a 
practical vaccine against foot-and-mouth disease. 
After four years of constant labor, the Center has 
now reached the point where it has obtained a 
modified-virus vaccine by using young rabbits 
for the experiments. The research is not yet com- 
pleted, however. Now, an extensive, on-the-spot 
test period will be started and this will be followed 
by an intensive educational campaign on the use 
of the vaccine. 

15. The Delegation of Brazil has stated that 
its Government will not be able to make a sub- 
stantial increase in its direct financial contribu- 
tion toward the operation of the project before 
1963, and it proposed that the project be continued 
in its present form for an additional five years, 
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facilities for testing the vaccine against foot-and- 
mouth disease, provided that the continuation 
of the project within the Program up to and in- 
cluding 1962 is approved. The Delegation of 
Brazil has also said that, in its opinion, in order 
to eradicate foot-and-mouth disease completely, 
it would be more desirable to continue the Center 
as an international undertaking, once the addi- 
tional period of operation within the Program 
that was proposed by Brazil is ended. However, 
the Brazilian Delegation suggested the complete 
nationalization of the Center as one alternative 
to the financing of the Center after January 1, 
1963. 

16. The committee therefore recommends 
that the duration of the Center be extended for 
an additional period not to exceed five years, 
starting with 1958. Its actual duration will be 
determined on the basis of the future develop- 
ment of the activities of the Center and in ac- 
cordance with the arrangements that are made 
for its final transfer. The committee intends 
to take up the study of this problem and to present 
its recommendations on the matter to the Council 
before the 1959 Program is prepared. The com- 
mittee also requests the Executive Director of 
the Program to report, prior to that time, on the 
possibility of transferring this project to one or 
more of the international organizations interested 
in it, and also to report to the Council on all 
matters pertaining to the transfer of the project 
to the Government of Brazil. 

17. In making the preceding recommendations, 
the committee has not lost sight of the fact that 
the Program is an annual one and dependent upon 
the voluntary annual contributions of the member 
states. The committee recognizes, therefore, 
that the approval of the extensions recommended 
is subject to the availability of the funds required 
and to the decision of the Council at the time it 
approves the Program of Technical Cooperation 
each year. Therefore, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, the additional periods should be the same 
as those originally assigned to the projects; 
that is, they should indicate that it is the general 
opinion of the Council that these are the periods 
deemed necessary for the proper operation of 
the projects. In no case would this obligate the 
member states to defray the expenses of any 
project for a specific duration. These periods 
would, however, constitute the maximum periods 
for the extension of these projects, pursuant to 
Article 23.i of the Bases for the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation. 

18. The committee feels it urgent that the 
Council adopt the afore-mentioned general deci- 
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sions with respect to the future of these projects. 
This is of great importance from two points of 
view. In the first place, the cooperating agencies 
must have some indication as to the future of 
the projects, in view of the fact that it is difficult 
to plan activities on an annual basis, particularly 
as regards the recruitment of personnel. In the 
second place, from the point of view of the Pro- 
gram as a whole, it is important that measures 
for an orderly process of eliminating certain 
activities of the Program be adopted, so as to 
provide the Program with the flexibility it must 
have in order to enable it to give its attention 
to other urgent problems of the member states. 
Unless the governments of the host countries 
or other agencies assume responsibility for the 
execution of the projects, or unless the member 
states increase their contributions to the Program, 
it will be unable to meet the needs of the member 
states for other kinds of training. 

19. Finally, the committee wishes to point 
out that the first meeting of the Technical Co- 
operation Board is to be held during the week 
starting the 24th of this month [June 1957]. Its 
primary purpose will be to prepare the 1958 
Program of Technical Cooperation, which it will 
submit to I-A Ecosoc for consideration and 
approval. The committee feels it urgent that 
the Council inform the Board of its position re- 
garding the future of these projects, so that the 
Board may take it into consideration when prepar- 
ing its recommendations on the 1958 Program. 
The committee therefore respectfully presents 
this report ...to the Council for consideration 
and with the request that it be approved. 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN 
MEETING OF EXPERTS ON STANDARDS*.—At 
its meeting of May 9, 1957, the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council was 
informed by the Chairman that in response 
to the Council’s Resolution 9/57, which 
requested the member states to make their 
offers to serve as host to the Inter-American 
Meeting of Experts on Standards, the 
Government of Brazil had invited the 
meeting to be held in that country. This 
offer was accepted, unanimously, and the 
following resolution (11/57) was approved: 


WHEREAS: 
In Resolution 25/56 the Inter-American Meet- 


8 For the convocation and agenda for this meeting, see Vol. 
IX, No. 2, pp. 113-14. 
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ing of Experts on Standards was convoked for 
the first quarter of 1957; 

In Resolution 2/57 it was agreed to postpone 
the aforesaid meeting until the second half of 
1957; and 

The Government of Brazil has offered the city 
of Rio de Janeiro as the seat of the meeting, 
and stated that it would be acceptable if the meet- 
ing were held in the month of September 1957, 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council 
RESOLVES: 

1. To thank the Government of Brazil for its 
offer, and to accept it. 

2. To decide upon the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, as the seat of the Inter-American Meeting 
of Experts on Standards. 

3. To select September 1957 as the month 
in which the meeting will be held, on a date that 
the Secretariat shall set in due course, in consulta- 
tion with the government of the host country. 


On June 24, 1957, the Chairman informed 
I-A Ecosoc that a note had been received 
from the Alternate Representative of Brazil 
in which he stated that it would be con- 
venient for his government for the meeting 
to open on September 23, 1957. This was 
agreeable to I-A Ecosoc and the opening 
of the meeting was set for that date. 

On July 8, the Regulations for the Inter- 
American Meeting of Experts on Standards 
were considered by I-A Ecosoc and, after 
some discussion, a resolution (15/57) ap- 
proving them was passed. 

At the July 8 meeting there was also some 
discussion of the organizations that should 
be invited to send observers to the standards 
meeting. It was agreed that the following 
organizations would be invited to send 
observers to the meeting: Argentine Stand- 
ards Institute; Brazilian Standards Associa- 
tion; Chilean National Research Institute 
for Technology and Standards; Uruguayan 
Standards Institute; American Standards 
Association; Pan American Standards Com- 
mittee; Inter American Statistical Insti- 
tute; Pan American Federation of Engineer- 
ing Societies; Inter-American Council of 
Commerce and Production; Pan American 
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Council of the International Committee of 
Scientific Management; International Or- 
ganization for Standardization; Economic 
Commission for Latin America, of the 
United Nations; Central American Institute 
for Industrial Research and Technology; 
and American Society for Testing Materials. 


SEconD MEETING OF THE AD Hoc Com- 
MITTEE OF SPECIALISTS OF THE AMERICAN 
REPUBLICS FOR THE STUDY OF FREIGHT AND 
InsurRANCE Rates.—The first part of this 
meeting took place at the Pan American 
Union on November 15 and 16, 1955.9 On 
these days the Ad Hoc Committee of Special- 
ists of the American Republics for the Study 
of Freight and Insurance Rates elected its 
Chairman and Rapporteur; examined volu- 
minous documentation presented by the 
Secretariat in the Pan American Union; 
and requested the Secretariat to prepare a 
preliminary analytical report based on the 
data and studies that had been presented. 
The committee then recessed until the 
preliminary report could be prepared. In 
order to allow sufficient time for the Secre- 
tariat to make a careful study of the ma- 
terial and, through frequent contact with 
the members of the committee, to prepare 
the report and necessary documentation, the 
meeting was not reconvened until Jan- 
uary 30, 1957. 

Beginning on that date the committee 
held a number of sessions to discuss the 
Secretariat report and other relevant ma- 
terial. On the basis of these discussions, the 
committee, on May 29, 1957, published its 
Report and Recommendations.° The last 
two chapters of the report are printed below. 

CuapTEer IX 

ConcLusIONS 
THE SYSTEM FOR ESTABLISHING FREIGHT RATES 
1. Inter-American commerce is conducted 


9 For a report on this part of the meeting, see Vol. VII, No. 
4, pp. 251-52. 
10 Document ES-A.H. FRT. Rates-r-2/57, Pan American 


Jnion, May 29, 1957. 
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primarily by means of maritime transportation, 
and to maintain, develop, and expand this trade a 
healthy, efficient marine transportation system is 
required. 

2. Freight rates must be at a level which will 
enable trade to flow freely but at the same time 
must be adequate to support the necessary ocean 
transportation services. 

3. The system now in use for establishing 
freight rates in inter-American trade which is 
based on the consideration of many complex 
factors recognizes the foregoing requirements 
and is in accord with the system generally used 
throughout the world with liner freight rates 
established mainly through use of freight con- 
ferences; national lines of the Americas are 
normally members of these steamship conferences. 

4, The steamship conference system has both 
advantages and disadvantages, but nations ex- 
perienced in world trading and maritime matters 
agree that it is the most effective system thus 
far found for fostering good shipping services 
and for assuring stable and uniform freight rates 
which will promote trade. 


LINER RATES 


5. Stable freight rates are a necessary factor 
to the maintenance and development of trade 
which requires transportation by liner services. 

6. Basic liner freight rates were generally stable 
in the inter-American trade during the period 
under study which contributed to the flow of this 
trade and its development. 

7. Although in a period of rising costs and com- 
modity prices, only about one-third of the 6,869 
freight rates applicable to principal items moving 
in inter-American trade were increased during 
the period under study and in the majority of 
instances such increases were not in excess of 
$6.00 per ton. 

8. During the same period some rates were 
decreased indicating that particular market 
needs were given consideration in spite of in- 
flationary influences. 


TRAMP RATES 


9. Tramp freight rates are individually ne- 
gotiated and react quickly to world conditions; 
tramp ships are used principally for the move- 
ment of commodities in bulk in large volume 
and are not suitable for the general cargo trade 
which requires regular sailings at stable rates. 
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INTER-AMERICAN TRAFFIC AND PORT ACTIVITY 


10. Traffic and port activity increased generally 
and substantially in Latin America during the 
period under study. 

11. Port delays and congestion resulted in 
additional expenses to ship and cargo; savings 
to both ship and cargo can be accomplished by 
port development and modernization and by 
increased port efficiency. 


OPERATING COSTS 


12. Ship operating costs and commodity prices 
have increased in excess of maritime freight rates 
in inter-American trade for the period under 
study; most of the increased costs have been due 
to factors beyond the carrier’s control but some 
reductions might be accomplished by improved 
packing and cargo handling methods and tech- 
niques. 


SAFEGUARDS AGAINST EXCESSIVE FREIGHT RATES 


13. Procedures exist by which shippers and 
consignees may present shipping problems to 
conferences; greater use of such procedures could 
be made by shipper/consignee groups. 

14. Freight rate problems must be clearly de- 
fined and properly supported to receive proper 
consideration; the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council and its Secretariat, in recent years 
have made a great contribution to a better under- 
standing of the complexities of the matters in- 
volved. 

15. Liner services maintained with nationally- 
owned ships are conducive to better stability in 
rates and trade; the dependence upon the use of 
other ships for such services may prove detri- 
mental to this stability in times of world emer- 
gency or tonnage shortage. 


MARINE AND WAR RISK INSURANCE 


16. In normal times, the marine insurance 
rate is nominal in comparison to the over-all 
value of the commodity. 

17. Wartime or emergency conditions create 
risks that may require government assistance 
for insurance coverage. 

FREIGHT AND INSURANCE RATES AND CEILING 
PRICE ON COMMODITIES 


18. Authorities imposing ceiling prices on 
commodities should take into account the fluctua- 
tions that may take place in freight and insurance 
rates. 
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INFLUENCE OF WORLD CONDITIONS 
ON INTER-AMERICAN TRADE 


19. World conditions govern ocean transporta- 
tion and should freight rates be fixed below world 
levels, vessels will tend to leave American waters 
seeking cargoes elsewhere at better rates and thus 
create a shortage of space for the carriage of inter- 
American commerce. 





The committee wishes to take this opportunity 
to point out that it is of the opinion that the opera- 
tion of ocean carriers on a sound economic basis, 
which requires adequate compensation, is of 
paramount importance for the continued growth 
of inter-American trade and is essential to the 
further development of the American states. 


CHAPTER X 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


The committee offers the following recom- 
mendations: 

1. Cooperation between countries benefits 
their economies and promotes trade; cooperation 
between steamship lines serving that trade is 
beneficial for the same reasons. The committee 
therefore recommends that shipping lines serv- 
ing the inter-American trade be encouraged to 
cooperate through all available means, including 
proper shipping conference arrangements, to 
establish, maintain and improve steamship 
services between the Americas and to ensure 
the benefits of stable and uniform freight rates 
which will facilitate and stimulate the flow of 
commerce between the Americas. 

2. With respect to problems involving freight 
rate adjustments, the committee recommends: 

a. That shipping conferences maintain, at all 
times, procedures whereby shippers and 
consignees may present their problems 
to the conferences; 

b. That shippers and consignees familiarize 
themselves with these procedures and 
make use of them as necessary; 

c. That the use of shipper/consignee assoc- 
iations be encouraged to present group 
problems to conferences and carriers; 
and 

. That the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council and its Secretariat continue 
to make its services available to assist 
in the consideration and handling of partic- 
ular maritime freight and _ insurance 
problems as they are submitted, requiring, 
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however, that such problems be clearly 
defined and fully supported by claimants 
and that no problem be considered until 
all regularly established procedures for 
their adjustment have been exhausted. 

3. When ceiling prices are imposed on goods 
moving in inter-American trade, the committee 
recommends that the authorities imposing ceiling 
prices on commodities take into account at all 
times fluctuations that may take place in freight 
and insurance rates. 

4. As to maritime insurance, the committee 
recommends that in times of emergency govern- 
ments give consideration to insuring or to assist- 
ing in the coverage of unusual risks resulting 
from the emergency. 

5. As possible means to effect reductions in 
costs to the benefit of both shippers and carriers, 
the committee recommends: 

a. That carriers and shippers consider and 
devise new and improved methods and 
techniques for cargo handling and that 
all interested parties cooperate to promote 
the use of such improvements wherever 
practicable; and 

b. That the governments of the American 
republics study and undertake steps 
wherever needed to remove the causes 
of congestion and delays at their ports, 
to develop and modernize port and terminal 
facilities, to reduce excessive documentary 
requirements, consular and customs for- 
malities and other burdens on trade, and 
to take all possible steps to improve the 
efficiency of their ports. 


The committee calls attention to the construc- 
tive resolutions adopted by the Inter-American 
Port and Harbor Conference held in San José, 
Costa Rica, in April-May 1956, regarding the 
increase of efficiency of port administration and 
of the facilities for cargo handling, and observes 
that a Permanent Technical Committee has now 
been established within the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council to promote and imple- 
ment the resolutions of the Port and Harbor 
Conference of San José, Costa Rica. It is the view 
of this committee that the creation of this Perma- 
nent Technical Committee represents an im- 
portant and constructive step which will contrib- 
ute materially to the objectives of this recom- 
mendation. 


The Report and Recommendations of the 
ad hoc committee was presented to the 
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Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil at the meeting held July 8, 1957. The 
Council discussed the document and came 
to the conclusion that with its presentation 
the work of the ad hoc committee was 
concluded and that the document itself 
would be of interest to the governments of 
the member states and to the Economic 
Conference of the Oas. Accordingly, the 
following resolution (No. 14/57) was ap- 
proved by I-A Ecosoc. 


WHEREAS: 

The Second Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, 
held at Panama City, Panama, decided, in Resolu- 
tion 38/51, adopted on August 30, 1951, to call a 
meeting of an ad hoc committee composed of 
qualified experts on transportation, to make an 
exhaustive and comprehensive study of the system 
of freight and insurance rates applicable to inter- 
American trade; 

The report of this ad hoc committee, dated 
March 11, 1952, was accepted by this Council 
as a preliminary document to be used as a ref- 
erence work and guide for the continuation of 
the study in question; 

Resolution 31/54, approved on November 30, 
1954, by the Meeting of Ministers of Finance 
or Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, requested that this study be continued and 
completed; and 

On May 29, 1957, the Ad Hoc Committee of 
Specialists of the American Republics for the 
Study of Freight and Insurance Rates presented 
the report it had been instructed to make, 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council 
RESOLVES: 

1. To transmit to the governments of the mem- 
ber states the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
of Specialists of the American Republics for the 
Study of Freight and Insurance Rates, dated 
May 29, 1957 (ES-A.H.FRT.Rates-r-2/57). 

2. To authorize the Secretariat to transmit 
the aforesaid report to the Economic Conference 
of the Organization of American States, for use as 
a document of information in connection with 
topic V of the agenda of the conference. 


Pursuant to paragraph 2 of the above 


resolution, the report of the ad hoc com- 
mittee was transmitted to the Economic 
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Conference, which adopted two resolutions 
dealing with maritime freight rates." 

Report OF THE BANANA MIssIon.— 
The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council’s Special Committee on Bananas, 
which was formally installed on September 1, 
1955,” held several meetings during 1955 
and made a preliminary study of the prob- 
lems of banana production, marketing, and 
statistics. In February 1956 the committee 
requested the Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc to 
undertake, through a mission of qualified 
specialists, a comprehensive study of certain 
aspects of banana production, markets and 
prices, and related problems. On April 17, 
1956, the committee approved the work 
program of the mission and requested it to 
obtain information relative to the nature 
of the basic economic problems faced by the 
banana industry; to inquire into the nature 
and prevalence of banana diseases, as well as 
other factors related to quality and market- 
ability; and to assist banana-exporting and 
importing countries in the development of 
adequate reporting systems on current sta- 
tistics covering the various aspects of the 
banana industry. 

The members of the Banana Mission 
visited the major producing countries in 
Latin America and other important research, 
experimental, or producing areas such as 
Trinidad, Guadaloupe, and Jamaica. The 
field studies leading to the final report were 
conducted in approximately 10 weeks. 

The Report of Banana Mission® was 
submitted to the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council at the latter’s meeting 
of July 19, 1957. The 230-page report, with 
maps of the principal banana-producing 
areas of Latin America and an appendix of 
72 statistical tables, deals with banana culti- 
vation and disease problems, economic 
problems, development and improvement of 

11 See Resolutions XX and XXI, pp. 223-24. 


12 See Vol. VII, No. 3, p. 176. 
13 ES-Banano- Doce. 1/57, Pan American Union, June 15, 1957. 





ba 
cul 


agi 
gor 
the 
enc 
low 


I-A 


WHE 
£ 
retal 
Spec 
held 
on B 
TI 
ment 
erenc 
of th 
Th 
Coun 
RrEso 
i 
ber s 
the te 
June 
7 
the s: 
to the 
of Am 
topic | 


In 
above 
transr 
inforn 
the Cc 
that t 
cultur 
of the 
researc 
banans 
Comm 
expanc 
problet 
keting 


Doc 
Econo: 
with R 








utions 


ION.— 
Social 
nanas, 
iber 1, 
1955 
prob- 
7, and 
mittee 
soc to 
alified 
-ertain 
ts and 
ril 17, 

work 
d it to 
nature 
by the 
nature 
well as 
1arket- 
ng and 
rent of 
nt sta- 
of the 


Vlission 
ries in 
search, 
uch as 
a. The 
rt were 
S. 

ys was 
onomic 
meeting 
rt, with 
oducing 
ondix of 
1a culti- 
2onomic 
ment of 


ine 15, 1957. 








banana statistics, and problems of banana 
cultivation and production. 

After receiving the report the Council 
agreed that it would be of interest to the 
governments of the member states and to 
the delegations to the Economic Confer- 
ence of the Oas. In view of this, the fol- 
lowing resolution (18/57) was approved by 
I-A Ecosoc: 


WHEREAS: 

The technical mission organized by the sec- 
retariat, pursuant to the decision taken by the 
Special Committee on Bananas at the meeting 
held on April 17, 1956, has submitted its Report 
on Bananas; and 

The said report may be useful to the govern- 
ments of the member states and serve as a ref- 
erence document for the Economic Conference 
of the Organization of American States, 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council 
RESOLVES: 

1. To transmit to the governments of the mem- 
ber states the Report on Bananas prepared by 
the technical mission of the secretariat and dated 
June 15, 1957. 

2. To authorize the secretariat to transmit 
the said document, for information purposes, 
to the Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States, to be used in connection with 
topic III of the agenda of the conference. 


In accordance with paragraph 2 of the 
above resolution the banana report was 
transmitted to the Economic Conference for 
information purposes. Resolution xxrx of 
the Conference (see page 227), recommended 
that the Inter-American Institute of Agri- 
cultural Sciences ‘‘proceed with the creation 
of the already approved regional center for 
research on diseases and pests affecting... 
banana plantations”; and that the Special 
Committee on Bananas “continue and 
expand its studies and research on the 
problems of banana production and mar- 
keting... .” 


DocUMENTS RELATED TO THE GENERAL 
Economic AGREEMENT.—In compliance 


with Resolution 39/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
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ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, the Council’s 
Secretariat drew up a preliminary draft 
General Economic Agreement. This docu- 
ment was transmitted to the representatives 
on I-A Ecosoc and their opinions were 
requested. 

At the meeting held July 8, 1957, the 
Committee on Preparations for Economic 
and Social Meetings reported that a number 
of governments had made their observations 
on the draft agreement and that these 
presented a wide divergence of opinion. 

In view of the fact that the General 
Economic Agreement was topic I on the 
agenda of the Economic Conference of the 
Oas, scheduled to open in Buenos Aires in 
August, and that there was insufficient time 
to incorporate the various observations in 
the draft agreement, the committee sug- 
gested that the observations, together with 
the draft agreement and the relevant back- 
ground material, be transmitted directly to 
the Secretariat of the conference. The 
committee submitted a draft resolution to 
this effect that was discussed at some length 
during the course of the July 8 meeting. A 
working group was appointed during the 
meeting and a short recess was taken while 
that group drafted a generally acceptable 
resolution which was approved as Resolution 
16/57, reading as follows: 

WHEREAS: 

On April 9, 1957, the Committee on Prepara- 
tions for Economic and Social Meetings received 
the preliminary draft of an Inter-American 
General Economic Agreement (ES-Reuniones- 
Doc.2/57), prepared by the Secretariat in ac- 
cordance with instructions received from the 
aforesaid committee; 

This document was transmitted with the re- 
quest for an opinion to the Representatives on 
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council; 

The Committee on Preparations has received 
observations and proposed amendments from 
various governments indicating that there are 
important differences in their points of view; and 

It is deemed essential that the governments 
of the American states become ‘acquainted, as 
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soon as possible, with all the documents relating 

to this matter, 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council 
RESOLVES: 

1. To transmit the following at once to the 
governments of the member states, pursuant to 
Resolution 39/54 of the Meeting of Ministers 
of Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, and in connection with topic 
I of the agenda of the Economic Conference of 
the Organization of American States: 

a. A summary of background material re- 
lating to the General Economic Agree- 
ment. 

b. The text of the preliminary draft of an 
Inter-American General Economic Agree- 
ment, as prepared by the Secretariat. 

. The observations received from the govern- 
ments to date and the documents prepared 
by the Secretariat on the basis of some 
of the afore-mentioned observations. 

2. Also, to transmit to the governments of 
the member states, in due course, all observations 
that they wish to present to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council with respect to the 
preliminary draft in question, and that are re- 
ceived prior to August 1, 1957. 

3. To request the Secretariat to send the afore- 
said documents to the General Secretariat of the 
conference. 


iv) 


The documents referred to in the above 
resolution were accordingly transmitted 
to the Economic Conference, where they 
were considered by the delegations. The 
conference approved a resolution (Resolution 
II, see page 214) commending the Economic 
and Social Council for its preparatory work 
on the draft agreement and requesting the 
Council of the Oas and I-A Ecosoc to 
continue work on the agreement. 


Inter-American Council of Jurists 


AMENDED STATUTES OF THE COUNCIL.— 
Resolution x of the Third Meeting of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists™ trans- 
mitted to the Council of the Organization 
of American States the observations of the 


4 Vol. VIII, No. 2, pp. 131-32. 
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former on the proposed amendments to the 
Statutes of the Council of Jurists. The 
proposed amendments, which were called for 
by Resolution 11 of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference, had been drafted by the 
Committee on Organs of the Council, of 
the Council of the Oas, and transmitted to 
the Third Meeting.’ 

When the observations of the meeting 
were received, the Council of the Organiza- 
tion, on April 19, 1956, again referred them 
to its Committee on Organs of the Council, 
for study when drafting the new text for the 
Statutes of the Council of Jurists.!® 

At the meeting of May 28, 1957, the 
committee submitted to the Council a 
report” on its work containing the proposed 
amendments to the Statutes. The report and 
the amended Statutes were discussed and 
the Council then passed a resolution giving 
its final approval to the amendments and 
instructing the Secretariat to publish the 
new text, incorporating the necessary 
changes in numbering. The full text of the 
Statutes is printed below. 


STATUTES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
CoUNCIL OF JURISTS 


DEFINITION 


ArTICLE 1. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists is an Organ of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, and therefore an integral 
part of the said Organization. 


COMPETENCE 


ARTICLE 2. In accordance with the Charter oi 
the Organization, the purpose of the Inter-Amer- 
ean Council of Jurists is to serve as an advisory 
body on juridical matters; to promote the de. 
velopment and codification of public and private 
international law; and to study the possibility of 
attaining uniformity in the legislation of the 
various American countries in so far as such uni- 
formity appears to be desirable. 

ArtIcLeE 3. The Inter-American Council oi 


15 Vol. VII, No. 2, pp. 113-15. 

16 Vol. VIII, No. 2, pp. 142-43. 

17 Document C-i-334 (Spanish), Rev. 3, Pan American Unio? 
May 28, 1957. 
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Jurists has technical autonomy in the exercise 
of the functions indicated in the preceding article, 
but its decisions may not encroach upon the sphere 
of action of the Council of the Organization. 

ARTICLE 4. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists shall, directly or through its permanent 
committee,!8 seek the cooperation of national com- 
mittees for the codification of international law, 
of institutes of international and comparative 
law, and of other specialized agencies. 

When this cooperation implies the establish- 
ment of permanent relations with the correspond- 
ing organs of the United Nations and with the 
national and international agencies that function 
within its sphere of action, the Council of Jurists 
may act only in agreement with the Council of 
the Organization. 

ARTICLE 5. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists shall, as far as possible, render to the 
governments of the American states such tech- 
nical services as the latter may request; and it 
shall advise the Council of the Organization on 
juridical matters. 

ARTICLE 6. Requests from the governments 
for technical services may be submitted directly to 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists when it is 
in session, or through the Council of the Organiza- 
tion in the interval between meetings of the Coun- 
cil of Jurists. In the latter case, the Council of 
the Organization shall determine whether the 
nature of the request requires a special meeting 
of the Council of Jurists or whether consideration 
of the matter may be postponed until the next 
regular meeting. In either case the Council of the 
Organization may submit the matter to the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee for prior study. 


MEMBERSHIP 


ArtTIcLE 7. The Inter-American Council of Ju- 
rists is composed of 21 jurists appointed by the 
respective member states of the Organization. 
Each jurist represents his country in the said 
Council. All representatives have an equal right 
to speak and vote on the matters discussed or 
studied by the Council and on its opinions, resolu- 
tions, or recommendations. 

ARTICLE 8. Each government may appoint the 
alternate delegates and the advisers or counselors 
that it considers advisable. 

ARTICLE 9. The governments shall in each case 
inform the Secretary General of the Organization 
and the permanent committee of the Inter- 

The permanent committee of the Inter-American Council 


of Jurists is the Inter-American Juridical Committee. See Ar- 
ticle 26. 
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American Council of Jurists of the manner in 
which they decide to constitute their respective 
delegations to the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists in accordance with the foregoing articles. 

ArticLE 10. The Pan American Union shall 
maintain an up-to-date list of the members of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists, noting the 
changes which the said Council or the govern- 
ments communicate to it, and shall place the list 
at the disposal of the Council of the Organization 
of American States, and of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists and its permanent committee. 
For this purpose the Secretary General of the 
Organization shall request reports from the gov- 
ernments on the membership of their respective 
delegations. 

ARTICLE 11. Each government shall bear the 
expenses connected with its delegation to the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists. 


THE CHAIRMAN 


ARTICLE 12. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists shall elect, at each of its meetings, a 
Chairman and a Vice Chairman who shall hold 
these offices until the next meeting of the Council. 


THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


ARTICLE 13. The government of the country 
in which the meeting of the Council is to take 
place shall designate, sufficiently in advance, a 
Secretary General to take charge of all prepara- 
tions for the meeting and to direct, during its 
course, all activities of an administrative or 
secretarial nature that may be required. The 
Secretary General shall keep in touch with the 
Executive Secretary of the Council in order to 
coordinate the preparations, arrange the docu- 
ments, and meet other needs, of a similar-nature. 

ARTICLE 14. For the purposes contemplated in 
the foregoing article, the government of the 
country in which the meeting is to take place may 
request of the Pan American Union and the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee such technical and 
administrative personnel as may be needed to 
complete the secretariat which it plans to organize 
for the meeting. The expenses incurred for the 
services of such personnel shall be defrayed by 
mutual agreement between the government of the 
country concerned and the Pan American Union. 


MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 15. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists shall meet when convened by the Council 
of the Organization. 
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ARTICLE 16. The interval between meetings 
shall not exceed two years unless the Council of 
the Organization, for special reasons, finds a 
longer interval expedient. 

ARTICLE 17. When the government of a member 
state has a particular interest in a special meeting 
of the Inter-American Council of Jurists, such 
government may request it of the Council of the 
Organization, and the latter shall decide on the 
request by an absolute majority vote. 

ARTICLE 18. The date of each meeting shall be 
set by the Council of the Organization after con- 
sultation with the government of the country in 
which the meeting is to be held. 

ARTICLE 19, Each meeting shall be held at the 
place determined by the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists at its previous meeting. If the Council 
of Jurists has not made such a decision, or if the 
meeting cannot be held at the place designated, 
the Council of the Organization, upon consulta- 
tion with the member governments of the Or- 
ganization, shall take appropriate measures to 
determine the new meeting place as soon as pos- 
sible. 

ARTICLE 20. For the purpose of maintaining 
continuity in the work of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, in the interval between its 
meetings the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
shall regularly inform the members of the said 
Council on the progress of its work, either directly 
or through the Executive Secretary. When the 
information is given directly, the Executive 
Secretary shall also be informed. 

ARTICLE 21. The Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States and the Director 
of the Department of International Law of the 
Pan American Union may participate with voice 
but without vote in the meetings of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 22. The expenses of the meetings of 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists shall be 
borne by the government of the country where 
the meeting is held. 


PROGRAM OF THE MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 23. The agenda of each meeting of 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists shall be 
prepared by the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee, taking into account any suggestions made 
with respect thereto by the Inter-American Coun- 
cil of Jurists, and it shall then be submitted to 
the Council of the Organization for approval. 
After the agenda has been approved, the Secretary 
General shall transmit it to the governments at 
least three months prior to the meeting. 
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ARTICLE 24. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists may, in the course of a meeting, make such 
changes as it deems advisable in the agenda of the 
meeting. 

VOTING 


ARTICLE 25. Decisions of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists require an absolute majority 
of the votes of the member states. In exceptional 
cases, determined by the Council itself, a two- 
thirds majority is required. Any representative 
who is not in agreement with a decision or resolu- 
tion of the majority has the right to record his 
own vote, with the reasons therefor, at the con- 
clusion of that decision or resolution. 


PERMANENT COMMITTEE 


ARTICLE 26. The Inter-American Juridical 
Committee of Rio de Janeiro is the permanent 
committee of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists. 

ARTICLE 27. The Juridical Committee is com- 
posed of jurists of the nine countries selected by 
the Inter-American Conference. 

ARTICLE 28. The members of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Juridical Committee represent all the states 
members of the Organization. 

ARTICLE 29. The selection of the jurists shall 
be made by the Inter-American Council of Jurists 
from panels of three submitted respectively by 
the countries chosen by the Inter-American Con- 
ference. The order of listing shall not be considered 
as an indication of preference. 

ARTICLE 30. There shall be a general election 
of the members of the Juridical Committee at the 
meeting of the Inter-American Council of Jurists 
which follows each Inter-American Conference. 
For this purpose, the nine countries chosen by the 
Conference shall transmit their respective panels 
to the Council of the Organization one month in 
advance of the date fixed for the meeting of the 
Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 31. In case a state waives its right to 
submit a panel for the general election of members 
of the Juridical Committee, the Council of the 
Organization shall choose another state to exercise 
that right. The selection shall be made in time to 
enable the state chosen to submit a panel when 
the Council of Jurists meets. 

ARTICLE 32. The Council of the Organization 
is also empowered to fill any vacancies that occur 
during the intervals between meetings of the 
Inter-American Conference and of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 33. In accordance with Article 32. in 
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case of withdrawal of a state authorized to pro- 
pose a member of the Juridical Committee, the 
Council of the Organization shall request another 
state of its own choice to submit a panel, in order 
that the membership of the Committee may be 
completed. 

ARTICLE 34. Also in accordance with Article 
32, in case of the death, resignation, or recall 
of amember of the Juridical Committee, the Coun- 
cil of the Organization shall request the state 
concerned to submit a new panel within the time 
specified. 

ARTICLE 35. The Chairman of the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee may call the at- 
tention of the Chairman of the Council of the 
Organization of American States to any situation 
created by the nonattendance of members of 
the Committee, so that he may take such measures 
as he considers appropriate. 

ARTICLE 36. The members of the Juridical 
Committee shall serve from the date of their 
election until the next general election referred to 
in Article 30, unless they are re-elected. 

ARTICLE 37. The Inter-American Juridical 
Committee shall function on a permanent basis 
during three consecutive months each year, at a 
time that the Committee shall decide and that 
shall not coincide with any meeting of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists, and without prej- 
udice to the convocation of a special meeting 
whenever any important and urgent matter so 
requires. 

ARTICLE 38. The Inter-American Juridical 
Committee, before terminating its period of 
regular meetings, shall adopt the agenda and fix 
the opening date for the next period, and these 
decisions shall be promptly communicated by the 
Chairman to the Council and to the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States. 
The Secretary General of the Organization shall 
bring this information to the attention of the 
interested governments, so that they may take 
the necessary measures to enable their nationals 
who are elected as members of the Juridical Com- 
mittee to attend the said meetings at the ap- 
pointed time. 

ARTICLE 39. If, at the close of the regular 
period of meetings, any important and urgent 
matter on the agenda should not have been studied 
for lack of time, the Juridical Committee may, 
by the vote of five members and with concurrence 
of the Council of the Organization, continue its 
work in special meeting in order to give considera- 
tion to the above-mentioned matter for the period 
that the Committee itself indicates as necessary. 
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ARTICLE 40. Special meetings of the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee may be proposed if 
that body is in recess, by any member state of 
the Organization, by the Council of the Organiza- 
tion, or by the Committee itself for the considera- 
tion of any important and urgent matter. Once 
the Council of the Organization has reached a 
decision with respect to the convocation and 
fixed the respective date, the Secretary General 
shall notify the governments and also the Chair- 
man and other members of the Juridical Commit- 
tee. 

ARTICLE 41. The Jurists elected as members 
of the Committee shall bear in mind that for the 
better fulfillment of the aims of the Committee 
it is essential that they devote themselves ex- 
clusively to the work of the Committee during 
the period of its meetings. 

ARTICLE 42. When the Inter-American Juridi- 
cal Committee considers it useful, it may request 
the Department of International Law of the Pan 
American Union, and also other organizations 
and experts in international law, to furnish back- 
ground material or preliminary studies on any 
topic submitted to the Committee for study. 

ARTICLE 43. The presence of an absolute ma- 
jority of the members of the permanent commit- 
tee constitutes a quorum. 

ARTICLE 44. The opinions, resolutions, or de- 
cisions of the permanent committee require an 
absolute majority of the votes of its members. 
Members who are, or are not, in agreement with 
the opinion, resolution, or decision of the majority 
shall have the right to record their votes, with the 
reasons therefor, at the end of such opinion, 
resolution, or decision. 

ARTICLE 45. The Inter-American Juridical 
Committee of Rio de Janeiro shall perform the 
duties assigned to it in accordance with the 
provisions of the Charter of the Organization of 
American States. 

The Committee shall undertake the prepara- 
tory work and studies entrusted to it by the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists, the Council of the 
Organization, the Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or the Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference, as well as those requested of it 
by the governments of the American states under 
Articles 5 and 6 of the present Statutes. It may 
also, within its sphere of action, undertake the 
studies and work which, on its own initiative, it 
considers advisable. 


ArticLE 46. The Juridical Committee shall 
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designate such of its members as it deems neces- 
sary, to report on its work at the meetings of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 47. The expenses incurred by reason 
of the residence in Rio de Janeiro of the jurists 
chosen as members of the Juridical Committee 
shall be borne respectively by the states which 
proposed them. 


THE SECRETARIAT 


ARTICLE 48. The Department of International 
Law of the Pan American Union is the Secretariat 
of the Inter-American Council of Jurists. The 
Director of the Department of International Law 
is the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 49. The Secretary of the Juridical 
Committee and the other officials and employees 
required in Rio de Janeiro to act as the Secretariat 
of the Inter-American Juridical Committee are 
members of the Staff of the General Secretariat 
of the Organization of American States, appointed 
by the Secretary General of the Organization 
after consultation with the Chairman of the 
Committee. 

ArTICLE 50. The expenses for the maintenance 
of the Secretariat of the Inter-American Juridical 
Committee shall be part of the annual budget of 
the Pan American Union, approved by the Council 
of the Organization. The Secretary General, in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Juridical 
Committee, shall make an adequate estimate of 
the amounts necessary. For this purpose the 
Secretary General shall request the Chairman of 
the Juridical Committee, each year, to submit a 
draft budget, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Financial Regulations of the Pan American 
Union, in order that the Finance Committee of 
the Council of the Organization may consider 
the proposed budget when it examines the draft 
budget of the Pan American Union. 

ARTICLE 51. The Secretariat of the Council of 
Jurists shall perform the administrative duties 
entrusted to it by the Council and shall furnish 
the reports that the Council or the Committee 
requests of it. 

ARTICLE 52. In case the Inter-American Coun- 
cil of Jurists or the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee considers it necessary to utilize the services 
of technical specialists who are to be compen- 
sated by the Organization, a request to that effect 
shall be addressed to the General Secretariat, 
which will submit the matter to the Council of the 
Organization for such decision as the latter deems 
advisable. 
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ARTICLE 53. The Juridical Committee may also 
invite those American jurists whom it regards as 
specialists on a given subject to take part in its 
deliberations on special juridical matters. In case 
the said invitations involve expenditures, the 
procedure set forth in the preceding article shall 
be followed. 

ARTICLE 54. Studies, reports, opinions, or proj- 
ects prepared by the Juridical Committee, 
whether at the request of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, the Inter-American Confer- 
ence, or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, or on its own initiative, shall 
be transmitted to the Secretariat of the Council 
of Jurists for transmittal to the governments 
and the members of the Council of Jurists, and, 
in due time, to the next meeting of the Council 
of Jurists, the Inter-American Conference, or the 
Meeting of Consultation, as the case may be. 

Reports, studies, opinions, or projects re- 
quested directly by the governments or by the 
Council of the Organization shall be transmitted 
by the permanent committee to the party mak- 
ing the request. 

Documents, studies, opinions, and projects 
prepared by the permanent committee, under the 
plan for the development and codification of 
public and private international law and the 
uniformity of legislation of the American states, 
shall be circulated in accordance with the proce- 
dure determined by the said plan. 

The Juridical Committee shall send an authen- 
ticated copy of its minutes to the Secretariat of 
the Council of Jurists. 

ARTICLE 55. The records of each meeting of 
the Council of Jurists shall be sent to the Secre- 
tariat of the Council, which shall publish the 
approved minutes and the definitive texts formu- 
lated by the said Council and shall distribute 
authenticated copies thereof to the governments, 
the members of the Council of Jurists, and the 
permanent committee. 

ArticLe 56. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists, through its Executive Secretary, shall 
make to the Pan American Union or to the Council 
of the Organization such recommendations as it 
deems appropriate, regarding the publication of 
its documents. 

REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 57. The Inter-American Council of 
Jurists shall issue its own Regulations. The Juridi- 
cal Committee shall submit its Regulations to 
the Council of Jurists for approval. 
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AMENDMENTS 


ARTICLE 58. The present Statutes may be 
amended only in the same manner in which they 
were originally adopted, and in accordance with 
the Charter of the Organization of American 
States. 


ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE 
INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE.— 
The Venezuelan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
informed the Chairman of the Council of the 
Oas, by letter, that the Venezuelan member 
of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
had resigned his post on that committee. 
The Venezuelan Government at that time 
submitted a panel of three jurists from which 
the Council of the Oas, in accordance with 
Article 32 of the Statutes of the Council of 
Jurists, could elect another Venezuelan 
member. 

At its meeting of May 15, 1957, the Coun- 
cil considered the panel submitted and 
elected Dr. Edgar Sanabria to the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee. 

Dr. Sanabria was born in Caracas, October 
5, 1910. He attended the Central University 
of Venezuela, where he obtained the degree 
of Doctor of Political Science, and was 
later professor of Roman Law. 

In the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Dr. Sanabria served as Legal Ad- 
viser and as chief of the Consular Section. 
He was also Venezuelan Consul General 
in New York and appointed Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary for a 
special mission to Ecuador. In addition to 
these posts he has served as Legal Adviser to 
the Ministry of Development, the Ministry 
of the Treasury, and as Director of Second- 
ary, Special, and Higher Education in the 
Ministry of Education. He was at one time 
Assistant Director of the National Library. 

Dr. Sanabria is a member of a number of 
national and international societies and has 
been decorated by the Governments of Chile, 
Peru, and Ecuador, as well as by his own 
government. 
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Among his published works are /nterpre- 
tacion de la Ley (Interpretation of Law) and 
Biografia del historiador don Rafael Maria 
Baralt (Biography of the historian Rafael 
Maria Baralt), and many studies and papers 
in national and international publications. 

At the same meeting of May 15, the 
Council received a panel of three names from 
which to elect a member to the Juridical 
Committee to replace the Peruvian member, 
who had recently retired. The Council 
elected Dr. Carlos Echecopar Herce to fill 
the Peruvian term. 

Dr. Echecopar holds the degrees of Doctor 
of Laws and Doctor of Political and Adminis- 
trative Science. He has had a distinguished 
career in the Peruvian Diplomatic Service, 
having served, successively, as Second 
Secretary in the Peruvian Legation to 
Belgium, Cuba, and Mexico and as Minister 
Counsellor in the Peruvian Embassies in 
Uruguay and Argentina. He has also served 
as Ambassador of Peru to the Dominican 
Republic, Belgium, and at the time of his 
election was Ambassador to Brazil. 

The Ambassador has also been Director of 
the Department of Frontiers and Boundaries 
and Director of the Legal Department of 
the Peruvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Dr. Echecopar has been decorated by the 
Governments of Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic and has been designated a Grand 
Official of the Order of “El Sol de Perti”’. 

At its meeting of May 28, 1957, the 
Council of the Oas again considered a panel 
of three for the election of the Mexican 
member of the Inter-American Juridical 
Committee. The Council selected Dr. 
Antonio Gémez Robledo who had once 
before been a member of the committee 
from 1943 to 1946. 

Dr. Gémez, who was born in 1908, holds a 
law degree from the University of Guadala- 
jara and the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the University of Mexico. He has held 
the posts of professor of Public International 
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Law and professor of Greek Philosophy at 
the University of Mexico. 

He has served his country in a number of 
legal posts such as Legal Consultant to the 
Ministry of Economy (1935-37) and to the 
joint committee for reclamations between 
Mexico and the United States (1937-39). In 
1946 he was chief of the World Organizations 


Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and has represented his government at 
several international conferences. 

Dr. Gémez has published a number of 
literary works, among them México en 
Ginebra (Mexico at Geneva) ; La Filosofia en 
el Brasil (Philosophy in Brazil) ; and El Caso 
Vichy (The Vichy Case). 
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Inter-American Specialized Conferences 


Economic Conference of the OAS 


REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE CoNn- 
FERENCE.—The Economie Conference of the 
Organization of American States opened in 
Buenos Aires on August 15, 1957.' In accord- 
ance with the Regulations, the Government 
of Argentina appointed Dr. Adalbert Krieger 
Vasena, the Minister of Finance, as Pro- 
visional President of the Conference, and 
Dr. Conrado Carlos Beckmann as Secretary 
General. During the preliminary session, 
held August 15, Dr. Krieger was elected 
President by acclamation and took office 
immediately. 

The chairmen of the delegations were 
Vice Presidents of the Conference, as pro- 
vided in the Regulations. 

The formal inaugural session was held 
August 16, with General Pedro Eugenio 
Aramburu, Provisional President of Ar- 
gentina, presiding. The session was also ad- 
dressed by Dr. Krieger and by Dr. José A. 
Mora, Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion of American States. 

Official delegations from all the American 
countries, except Venezuela, attended the 
Conference. Canada was represented by an 
observer, in accordance with a special invi- 
tation authorized by the Council of the 
Oas on May 28, 1957. The Chairman of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, Mr. Washington P. Bermtidez, was pres- 
ent at the special invitation of the Govern- 
ment of Argentina. Pursuant to a Council 
decision of July 30, 1957, the governments 
of the following countries sent representa- 
tives “to attend the Conference and follow 
the course of its work and deliberations”: 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, T'in- 


: ! For preparations leading to the Conference, see Vol. VIII, 
No. 2, pp. 109-10; No. 3, p. 196; and No. 4, pp. 302-303. 
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land, France, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Greece, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portu- 
gal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom, and Yugoslavia. In addition to 
an official delegation from the Organization 
of American States, headed by Dr. Mora, 
the meeting was attended by representatives 
of a number of inter-American and inter- 
national governmental and nongovernmental 
organizations. 

The Conference held its closing session on 
September 4, 1957, at which the Final Act 
of the Conference was signed. The resolu- 
tions, declarations, and votes approved by 
the Conference are printed below. 


I 


Economic DECLARATION OF BUENOS AIRES 
The Economic Conference of the Organi- 
zation of American States makes the fol- 
lowing declaration, which shall be known 
as the ‘‘Economic Declaration of Buenos 
Aires’’: 

Since the full realization of the destiny of the 
Americas is inseparable from the economic and 
social development of its peoples, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
REAFFIRMS: : 

That it is the intention of the governments to 
strengthen conditions that will promote the maxi- 
mum economic growth of each country through the 
attainment of high and stable levels of real income, 
employment, and consumption, in order that all 
their peoples may be adequately fed, housed, and 
clothed and have access to the services necessary 
for health, education, and general well-being; and 
DECLARES: 

That for the realization of these principles and 
purposes, and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Charter of the Organization of American States, 
it is the purpose of the governments to promote: 

1. The expansion of the volume of trade among 
themselves and with other nations, on a mutually 
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advantageous basis, including the cooperative 
measures necessary to achieve this end. 

2. The reduction of barriers to inter-American 
and international trade, taking into account the 
measures that are necessary in the light of the 
economic conditions and requirements of each 
of the American states or of several of them among 
themselves. 

3. International cooperation, either by means 
of intergovernmental consultations or through 
other arrangements that are agreed upon, relating 
to the problems of basic or primary products 
whose prices are subject to excessive fluctuations, 
and to the orderly disposal of surpluses in a man- 
ner that will not unduly disrupt international 
trade. 

4. The adoption of measures to facilitate, for 
their mutual benefit, the acquisition of and trade 
in capital, machinery, raw materials, techniques, 
and other elements needed for their economic and 
social requirements. 

5. The intensification of their efforts, individ- 
ually or through international financial insti- 
tutions, to expand the flow of public capital to the 
countries of the Americas, by the granting of 
credits for the sound financing of investments 
considered essential for development, and to 
encourage private investment therein for the 
purpose of promoting their economic development 
and strengthening mutually beneficial economic 
relationships among the American nations. 

6. The continuation of their efforts to attain 
sound monetary and financial conditions. 

7. The intensification of their national and 
international efforts for the effective utilization 
and development of their means of transportation 
and communication. 

8. The conclusion of agreements by the in- 
terested governments, to facilitate free transit for 
landlocked countries for the purposes of their 
trade. 

9. The effective support, through the Organiza- 
tion of American States and the competent inter- 
national agencies, or directly among themselves, 
of technical and scientific cooperation programs 
that, taking into account the related national or 
regional plans, will contribute to the acceleration 
of economic development and the improvement of 
the standards of living of the peoples of the hem- 
isphere. 

10. The strengthening of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, so that it may 
respond fully to the purposes and functions as- 
signed to it by the Charter of the Organization of 
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American States; act as the organ for coordinating 
official inter-American economic and social activi- 
ties; and deal effectively with the requests for 
consultation that the states may make, with a view 
to the prevention of difficulties or the solution of 
economic problems. 


The terms of this Declaration shall be applied 
by each state to the extent permitted by its re- 
sources and requirements, its laws, and its inter- 
national obligations. 


Il 


Srupy OF THE DRAFT 
GENERAL Economic AGREEMENT 


WHEREAS: 

The intensive and fruitful labors of this Con- 
ference have made it possible to know in detail the 
opinion of the American governments with respect 
to the preliminary draft of a General Economic 
Agreement prepared by the Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council; 

Despite the unity of aspirations and the lofty 
Pan American spirit of comprehension that have 
guided the deliberations, no unanimous agreement 
has yet been achieved with regard to all the basic 
and substantive points; 

In view of the objectives and scope of a General 
Economic Agreement, it is necessary to obtain, to 
the greatest possible extent, the acquiescence of all 
the states composing the American community; 
and 

Consequently, it is highly desirable to continue 
the study of the proposed General Agreement, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recognize the valuable preparatory work 
done by the Secretariat of the Inter-American 
Economie and Social Council on the draft Agree- 
ment, as well as the complex and intensive work of 
Committee I of this Conference. 

2. To entrust to the Council of the Organization 
of American States, in consultation with the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, the 
continuation of the study of the draft General 
Economie Agreement. 

3. To direct that the minutes of Committee I, 
in which the opinions, agreements, and objections 
of the delegations are set forth in detail, be trans- 
mitted to the Council of the Organization of 
American States to serve as a basis for the task 
that has been entrusted to it. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF RESOLUTIONS ON 
Economic MatTTERS 
WHEREAS: 

Document 13, prepared [in Spanish] by the 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council in accordance with the resolution 
adopted at the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy, contains a compilation of the treaties, 
conventions, resolutions, and recommendations 
on economic matters adopted by the American 
republics since 1889; and 

Without prejudice to any solution arrived at in 
studying the preliminary draft of a General Eco- 
nomic Agreement, it is advisable to coordinate 
and systematize the aforesaid instruments in the 
form of a code, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council a coordinated and systema- 
tized classification of provisions on economic mat- 
ters. 


IV 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ACTIVITIES OF THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
WHEREAS: 

Mutual cooperation among the states for the 
most advantageous use of the technical and 
scientific knowledge of each is necessary to facili- 
tate and accelerate the economic development of 
insufficiently developed countries; 

The acquisition and dissemination of technical 
knowledge on an increasing scale is an indispens- 
able requisite for achieving increased productivity 
and raising the standard of living in the American 
countries; 

The interest shown by the member countries in 
technical cooperation, and the experience of the 
Organization of American States in this field, 
justify new efforts to improve and increase the 
scope of these activities; 

The Program of Technical Cooperation is one 
of the most important activities of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, as the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference stated in Resolution LXxx11I; 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives suggested, in Recommendation 
No. 23, that the Technical Cooperation Program 
constitute a regular and continuing activity of the 
Organization and that it be given greater breadth 
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and flexibility by gradually incorporating new 
tasks; and 

The same committee sponsored, in Recom- 
mendation No. 22, as a regular activity of the Or- 
ganization of American States, the creation of an 
annual program, to be initiated with 500 fellow- 
ships, having, among other objectives, that of 
supplementing the technical cooperation activites 
of the Organization, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend that the measures adopted 
for the development of technical cooperation 
activities adhere to the following general princi- 
ples: 

a. The programs shall be carried out, insofar 
as possible, in accordance with the general 
economic-development plans prepared by 
the American states; 

b. Preference shall be given to those projects 
that will promote economic development, 
increase productivity to the greatest ex- 
tent, and are regional in character; and 

c. Once the projects of the Program are 
functioning efficiently, they should be 
taken over by the states within whose 
borders they are located or by international 
organizations, retaining their inter-Ameri- 
can character. 

2. To support Recommendation No. 23 of the 
Inter-American Committee of Presidential Repre- 
sentatives, especially the parts that concern: 

a. The Technical Cooperation Program of the 
Organization of American States, which 
should constitute a regular and continuing 
activity of the Organization; 

b. The setting up of a special fund in the 
budget of the Pan American Union, to 
supplement the direct technica! assistance 
extended to the member states that request 
it; and 

c. Consideration of the procedure recom- 
mended in paragraph 4.a of the aforesaid 
Recommendation No. 23, in the transfer of 
centers under the present Program. 

3. To support Recommendation No. 22 of the 
Inter-American Committee of Presidential Repre- 
sentatives, to the effect that a fellowship program 
be initiated in the next fiscal year as a regular 
activity of the Organization of American States. 

4. To recommend to the Council of the Organi- 
zation of American States that it set up the bases 
for the creation of a special fund composed of 
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special donations from the member states and 
from other public or private sources, the purpose 
of which shall be to grant loans to universities and 
educational and research institutions, under 
favorable terms and conditions, for the following 
purposes: 
a. To make possible the purchase of technical 
and scientific equipment; 
b. To stimulate the development of scientific 
and technical research; and 
c. To finance educational missions and pro- 
grams for the exchange of professors. 

5. To recommend to the Secretary General of 
the Organization of American States that he 
undertake to coordinate, under a single adminis- 
tration, the activities referred to in paragraphs 2, 
3, and 4 above. 

6. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council that, in order to make 
the planning of the activities of the Program of 
Technical Cooperation more flexible and effective, 
the date for receiving the annual pledges from the 
member states for financing the Program be ad- 
vanced, so that the said Program may be prepared 
with a knowledge of the funds that will be avail- 
able. 

7. To suggest that the member states, for the 
purpose of better coordinating the activities of 
the Organization of American States with other 
technical assistance programs now being carried 
out in Latin America, set up, when appropriate, 
national agencies responsible for harmonizing, 
insofar as possible, within each country, their 
requests for technical cooperation, and also for 
facilitating the development of those programs 
within the country. 

8. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council that it adopt the neces- 
sary measures to ensure close collaboration be- 
tween the technical cooperation activities of the 
Organization of American States and those of the 
United Nations and the bilateral program of the 
Government of the United States. 

9. To recommend that the governments adopt 
the necessary measures, through their representa- 
tives on the Council of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and on the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, for compliance with this reso- 
lution. 


v 


CREATION OF CENTERS FOR PROMOTING TOURISM 
IN THE AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 


WHEREAS: 
There is a deep-felt need for the American 
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countries to make known their tourist attractions; 
and 

By means of a coordinated policy agreed upon 
by the American countries, the foundation could 
be laid for the creation of centers for promoting 
inter-American tourism, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RECOMMENDS: 

That the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council consider the advisability of creating 
centers in the American countries for the promo- 
tion of inter-American tourism and transmit a 
study thereon to the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee of the Inter-American Travel Congresses. 


vI 


INITIATION OF NEW TECHNICAL 
CooPpERATION ACTIVITIES 


WHEREAS: 

The initiation of the following activities recom- 
mended to the Economic Conference of the Organi- 
zation of American States would be of positive 
benefit for the advancement of the economic 
development programs of the countries of Amer- 
ica: an inter-American institute for training ex- 
perts in municipal matters (Document 59, proposal 
by Panama); a center for training in various 
fields of transportation (Document 103, proposal 
by Argentina); a training center for public ad- 
ministration experts (Document 70, proposal by 
Paraguay); a training center in the field of water 
resources (Document 45, proposal by Panama); 
and a cooperative program for the improvement of 
nutrition conditions (Document 104, proposal by 
Argentina) ; 

Among the needs of Latin America for technical 
cooperation there are many other activities de- 
serving of consideration when the programs of the 
agencies of the inter-American system are being 
prepared; and 

Resolution Iv recommends support of Recom- 
mendation No. 23 of the Inter-American Com- 
mittee of Presidential Representatives, to the 
effect that, among other things, the Program of 
Technical Cooperation of the Organization of 
American States be given greater breadth by 
incorporating new tasks therein, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council that, when considering 
the expansion of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Organization of American 
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States, it study the possibility of including 
therein such of the afore-mentioned activities 
as are suitable for this Program. 

2. To recommend to the Council of the Organi- 
zation of American States that, when preparing the 
work program of the Pan American Union, it study 
the possibility of including therein such of the 
afore-mentioned activities as come within its 
province. 

3. To recommend to the governments of the 
member states that they forward to the Council 
of the Organization of American States or the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, 
through their representatives, their points of view 
regarding other technical cooperation activities 
that might be considered in the programs of inter- 
American organizations. 

4. To recommend to the governments of the 
member states that they adopt the pertinent 
measures to provide the funds necessary for 
carrying out the activities envisaged in the ex- 
pansion of the Program of Technical Cooperation. 

5. To forward to the pertinent entities, for 
their information, the proposals related to the 
afore-mentioned activities that have been pre- 
sented by the delegations participating in this 
Conference. 


VII 


REGIONAL CENTER FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
IN THE TEMPERATE ZONE 


WHEREAS: 

The condition of agricultural activities plays a 
preponderant role in the economy of the Latin 
American countries; 

Despite the successful activities of the Inter- 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, it 
has become necessary to intensify the studies and 
work connected with research, technical training, 
and production in the temperate zone of the 
hemisphere, which has special characteristics; 

It is essential that such studies and work, if 
they are to be completely successful, be carried out 
in the appropriate zone; 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives, in Recommendation No. 1, deals 
concretely with the problem; and 

As stated in the afore-mentioned recommenda- 
tion, the Government of Uruguay expressly of- 
fered to place at the disposal of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences the land and 
installations at present occupied by the Experi- 
ment Station ‘‘La Estanzuela,’’ to serve as the 
headquarters of a regional center for agricultural 
research in the temperate zone, 
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The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request of the Board of Directors of the 
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences 
that, with the required urgency and through the 
pertinent channels, it reach a decision on the fol- 
lowing points: 

a. The creation of a Regional Center for 
Agricultural Research for the Temperate 
Zone; 

b. A change in the system of financial con- 
tributions for the maintenance of the 
Institute, by adopting another system 
that will be satisfactory to most of the 
American countries; and 

c. The reorganization of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Institute so that its members 
will preferably be directors general or 
officials of equal rank in the ministries of 
agriculture of the member states. 

2. To request the Board of Directors of the 
Institute to note particularly, in connection with 
the establishment of the Center, the offer made by 
the Government of Uruguay. 

3. To recommend that, in carrying out the 
activities of the Institute throughout the hemi- 
sphere, the possibility be considered of envisaging 
the cooperation of the highly-developed Latin 
American national institutes or research agencies 
that deal with the different special fields of agricul- 
ture, as a means of better accomplishing its pur- 
poses of research and technical training as 
promptly and economically as possible. 


VIII 


STRENGTHENING AND FINANCING OF THE 
InTER-AMERICAN Housine CENTER 
WHEREAS: 

In 1952 the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council authorized the establishment of 
the Inter-American Housing Center, as Project 22 
of the Program of Technical Cooperation of the 
Organization of American States, for a maximum 
period of five years, which expired on December 31, 
1956; 

The Tenth Inter-American Conference of 
Caracas, in Resolution xxxv, ‘‘Strengthening of 
the Action of the Existing Agencies and Instru- 
ments with Respect to the Problem of Housing of 
Social Interest,’’ states that ‘“‘the Inter-American 
Housing Center shall be called the Inter-American 
Housing and Planning Center; it shall be of a 
permanent nature, its activities should be 


”, 
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In compliance with the instructions of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference, the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council extended 
the duration of the Center to December 31, 1957, 
until the manner of permanently financing the 
Center should be decided; 

The First Inter-American Technical Meeting 
on Housing and Planning, convoked by the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council in ac- 
cordance with Resolution xxxv of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, recommended to 
the governments of the member states, in Resolu- 
tion xiv, the strengthening of the Center as a 
unique, permanent institution and the establish- 
ment of the additional contribution necessary for 
the expansion of its functions of training, research, 
advisory service, and scientific exchange, with an 
orientation of its programs toward a more direct 
service to the member states; 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives, in Recommendation No. 18, 
considered that the funds necessary for the financ- 
ing of the Center should be included in the budget 
of the Pan American Union; 

The Center can make a valuable contribution 
to the member states by: speeding up their pro- 
grams of social and economic development for the 
improvement of rural and urban housing; the 
development of the construction-materials indus- 
try, and the building industry; the better use of 
natural, economic, technological, and human 
resources for housing; the financing of housing 
construction; and the adequate planning of resi- 
dential and industrial zones in urban communities; 
and 

It is advisable to determine the appropriate 
manner of financing the activities of the Center 
on a regular and continuing basis, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To request of the Council of the Organization 
of American States that the funds necessary for 
the maintenance of the Inter-American Housing 
Center as a permanent activity be included in the 
annual budget of the Pan American Union, with- 
out prejudice to the establishment, once the 
appropriate studies have been made, of an ad hoc 
administration that will bear in mind the interests 
and fields of inter-American activity of the 


Center. 
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Ix 


FINANCING OF TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION ACTIVITIES 


WHEREAS: 

The member states have expressed an unfailing 
interest in technical cooperation; 

Many of the recommendations made by this 
Conference and by the Inter-American Committee 
of Presidential Representatives will require addi- 
tional financial efforts on the part of the Organi- 
zation of American States before they can be 
carried out; and 

Some of the states believe that the present sys- 
tem of financing the technical cooperation ac- 
tivities of the Organization of American States 
needs to be studied and revised, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RECOMMENDS: 

That before December 31, 1957, the member 
states present to the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States their views on 
the financing of the technical cooperation activi- 
ties, so that the Council of the Organization of 
American States and the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council may: 

a. Study and propose means that will permit 
the contributions of the member states to 
be increased as soon as possible; and 

b. Study the advisability of making such 
changes in the budgetary structure as are 
considered appropriate. 


x 


THE FINANCING oF LAND REFORM 
AND RESETTLEMENT 


WHEREAS: 

The balanced growth of agricultural .and 
industrial productivity leads to a maximum of 
progress in economic development; 

For the sector of the population engaged in 
agriculture to achieve levels of productivity in 
conformity with these objectives, an appropriate 
and fair distribution of the land is necessary to 
check the negative effects of latifundia and mini- 
fundia, which retard the economic development 
process; and 

The plans for land reform and resettlement that 
are essential in order to attain those objectives 
require considerable investments of capital, which 
could be supplied with the financial cooperation of 
international financing agencies, 
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The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To request the international financing agencies 
to continue to give consideration to the financing 
of sound land-reform and resettlement plans and 
to the appropriate technical cooperation. 


xI 


PRELIMINARY Drart OF A MopEL TREATY ON 
INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE TAXATION? 


WHEREAS: 

The expansion of the flow of private foreign 
investments should be effectively encouraged by 
the joint action of the capital-exporting and 
capital-importing countries; 

Tax obstacles reduce the possible margin of 
profit on investments abroad and weaken the 
incentives to export such capital to the Latin 
American countries; 

Resolution 69/54 of the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council recommends that 
bilateral tax treaties be concluded as an effective 
means of eliminating or reducing international 
double taxation; 

Recommendation No. 9 of the Inter-American 
Committee of Presidential Representatives re- 
quests that the American governments, through 
bilateral or multilateral tax agreements, take 
such measures as will help to eliminate the ob- 
stacles to the international flow of private capital, 
and recommends that the Organization of Ameri- 
can States place special emphasis on the study and 
consideration of all those measures; and 

Since technical matters are involved, wherein 
uniform procedures and ccordinated measures are 
desirable in the effort to achieve multilateral 
bases, it is advisable that the said treaties on 
international double taxation follow, as closely as 
possible, a basic model, in whose preparation 
attention will be given to the problems peculiar to 
the economic development of Latin America, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
Norss, with satisfaction: 

The increasing activity between the states in 
the negotiation of bilateral tax treaties; and 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council: 

a. The preparation of a preliminary draft 

of a model treaty to prevent international 


2 See statement of Uruguayan Delegation, p. 234. 
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double taxation on profits, with the help of 
a committee of experts if necessary, to 
be submitted to the member states of the 
Organization of American States for con- 
sideration. This preliminary draft should 
take into account the measures recom- 
mended to capital-importing and capital- 
exporting countries in Resolution 69/54 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, and in Recommendation No. 9 
of the Inter-American Committee of 
Presidential Representatives, and any 
other proposals that will help to eliminate 
obstacles to the international flow of 
private capital; and 

b. The preparation of a draft text of a model 
treaty on international double taxation, 
after the observations of the member states 
on the preliminary draft are known, to 
be submitted for decision by the said 
states at the Eleventh Inter-American 
Conference, which text should, insofar 
as possible, reconcile any differences of 
opinion thereon. 

2. To recommend to the member states that 
they continue efforts leading to the conclusion 
of bilateral tax treaties, without having such 
efforts retarded because of the time required for 
drafting the model treaty. 


XII 


Pusuic FINANCING oF Economic DEVELOPMENT 
TurouGH INTERNATIONAL 
Crepit INSTITUTIONS 
WHEREAS: 

At the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
the governments of the American republics went 
on record as desirous of cooperating in order to 
accelerate, through broader credits, the economic 
development of the countries of Latin America— 
although the financing of the economic develop- 
ment of these countries is primarily on the basis 
of their own resources—and they recommended 
suggesting to existing public-financing institu- 
tions that they give special consideration to 
measures to increase effectively their operations 
in the field of economic development in the Latin 
American countries; 

At the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, in 1954, it was specifically recommended, 
with the unanimous agreement of the American 
governments, that: ‘‘the International Bank for 








220 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


Reconstruction and Development, the Export- 
Import Bank, and any other institutions for 
international credit continue to give special 
consideration to measures to increase the volume 
and the effectiveness of their operations in the 
field of economic development of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries”’; 

It was recognized at that meeting ‘“‘that, in 
the interest of the borrower, loans should generally 
be for productive purposes and should provide 
ultimately, either directly or indirectly, the 
means for their repayment”’; and it was also 
recognized ‘‘that special circumstances may re- 
quire and that prudent banking practice may 
justify: (a) the creation of external indebtedness 
to finance local expenditures incident to a develop- 
ment project of a productive nature” and ‘‘(c) 
lines of credit available to implement develop- 
ment programs...’’; and 

Insofar as the Export-Import Bank is con- 
cerned, its lending activities have been increasing, 
and the chairman of the delegation of the United 
States of America, in the course of his address 
to this Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States, stated that credits granted 
by public institutions are important sources of 
capital for economic development in Latin Amer- 
ica; that many hundreds of millions of dollars, 
both private and public, would be involved; that 
the United States of America, feeling a sense of 
responsibility, would participate in this develop- 
ment, acting directly through the Export-Import 
Bank; and that the extent of the United States 
effort would be determined by careful planning, 
by the ability of countries to absorb capital, and 
by the assurance of realistic benefits to the 
economy and the people of the republics involved, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To instruct the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, representing the member 
states of the Organization of American States, 
to take up with the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development the matter of 
giving further consideration to the application 
of the principles set forth in the third paragraph 
of the preamble to this resolution, in the lending 
policies of the Bank in Latin America. 

2. To request that the governments of the mem- 
ber states of the Organization of American States 
take appropriate action through their Executive 
Directors in the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development, when the Bank 
considers this matter. 


XIII 


THE ROLE or MUNICIPALITIES IN THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN COUNTRIES 


WHEREAS: 

The municipality is one of the fundamental 
bases of organized society and the democratic 
state; 

The sources of natural resources are located 
within the bounds of the municipality; 

Men dwell and conduct their activities there, 
and there mining has its headquarters, as do 
agricultural, industrial, and business activities; 
and 

The municipality reflects the national needs, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RECOMMENDS: 

1. That the American states take the munici- 
palities into account in all plans or programs 
designed to give impetus to the economic develop- 
ment of their respective peoples, and that they 
recognize and encourage municipal economic 
activities, especially with respect to the creation 
of local sources of employment and to the organi- 
zation of intermunicipal associations for setting 
up public service enterprises. 

2. That, for this purpose, the conclusions of 
the report presented to the Conference by the 
Inter-American Municipal Organization be con- 
sidered. 


XIV 
AMERICAN FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROBLEMS?’ 


WHEREAS: 

A rapid growth of economic development might 
create considerable pressure on the international 
balance of payments, which becomes imbalanced 
because of an increasing flow of imports of capital 
and consumer goods at a time when exports are 
entirely independent of the afore-mentioned 
process, and exports also may be subject to special 
conditions in the world markets, with the result 
that the insufficiently-developed countries are, in 
some cases, faced by the alternative of either 
abandoning their economic development programs 
or becoming involved in serious balance-of-pay- 
ments problems that are likely to create a mone- 
tary instability; 

In the development of those programs, there 
is a period between the moment in which the 
investment is made and that in which it begins 
to yield returns, during which the imbalance 


3 See statement of United States Delegation, p. 234. 
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assumes its greatest proportions and then gradu- 
ally becomes less intense until its disappearance, 
and only when that period is over is the foreign 
exchange used for the investment gradually 
recovered, provided that the investments have 
been used either for the encouragement of new 
exports or to replace former imports; but until 
this occurs, an imbalance in the international 
balance of payments is probable, and, conse- 
quently, the underdeveloped countries possibly 
require special treatment with respect to foreign 
exchange, in order to be able to overcome the 
gaps or lags that occur in the development proc- 
ess, for otherwise it would be delayed; 

This is a very complicated technical problem, 
although one having important practical effects, a 
problem of varying intensity in the different 
countries, according to the rate at which the 
demand caused by the disbursement of new 
investment funds may be compensated by an 
increase in national savings or may be satisfied 
by a more effective domestic production of con- 
sumer goods. Moreover, it is often difficult to 
determine the difference between an increase in 
demand caused by new investments and that 
caused by general inflationary pressures from 
other sources; and 

It is desirable that a special study be made, 
so that the foreign exchange requirements for 
ordinary trade shall not prejudice or harm the 
economic and social development of the Ameri- 
can countries, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RECOMMENDS: 

That the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council request the International Monetary Fund 
to make a special study on the inflationary pres- 
sures and foreign exchange problems with which 
Latin American countries are faced, especially 
with respect to their economic and social develop- 
ment activities, such studies to be made by its 
experts on Latin American monetary affairs, 
within a period not to exceed one year. 


XV 
InteR AMERICAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE 


WHEREAS: 

The member states have shown great interest 
in using continuing, up-to-date, and comparable 
statistics in the preparation of economic develop- 
ment plans considered basic to the purposes of 
the states to raise the standard of living of their 
respective peoples; 

The Inter American Statistical Institute, a 
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specialized organization of the Organization of 
American States, has been preparing at different 
inter-American conferences, upon technical rec- 
ommendation, the bases needed to formulate a 
series of fundamental indexes for determining 
the level and evolution of the principal factors 
of that development; 

It is vitally important to entrust the regular 
observation and coordination of the standards 
used in continuing statistics to a specialized 
agency, so that any difficulties or omissions oc- 
curring in the application thereof will be duly 
corrected, the Committee on Improvement of 
National Statistics of the Institute to be so in- 
formed at its annual meetings; and 

Appropriate economic statistics are funda- 
mentally important to the development plans 
now being made by the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend that the Inter American Sta- 
tistical Institute, in collaboration with the Inter- 
American Economie and Social Council, study 
the possibility of establishing a Committee on 
Continuing Statistics, comprising the member 
countries, which will collect data regularly on 
the application of established standards for the 
development of basic economic indexes, and 
report annually on the progress made in the 
application thereof. 


XVI 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


WHEREAS: 

Industrial development plays a preponderant 
role in raising the standard of living of the peoples 
of the Latin American countries and helps greatly 
to speed up economic development, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend that the appropriate agencies 
give consideration to increasing the funds for 
greater technical cooperation and _ industrial 
technological research in the Latin American 
countries. 


XVII 
PUBLICATION OF STATISTICS OF 
THE AMERICAN COUNTRIES 


WHEREAS: 
Although progress has been made in statistical 
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imperative to continue efforts to broaden the 
field of such research in such a manner that it 
it will be possible to orient effectively the study 
of the problems of the region and serve as a guide 
to economic policy; 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives particularly recommended the 
preparation of regular and continuous agricultural 
forecasts and statistics, as well as industrial 
statistics; 

The same committee also recognized that the 
timely compilation of uniform and complete 
statistics on the international trade of the Ameri- 
can countries is a prerequisite to undertaking 
effective studies on such trade and finding a 
means of fostering it, and for this purpose rec- 
ommended the amplification of the statistical 
services of the Pan American Union; and 

At the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference the bases were broadened for organizing 
the inter-American statistical system, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
that, within the field of its jurisdiction, in co- 
ordination with other international agencies, 
and with the collaboration of the governments: 

a. It consider with particular interest the 
urgent need to put into practice Recom- 
mendations Nos. 1, 2,3, and 12 of the Inter- 
American Committee of Presidential Rep- 
resentatives, in the matter of statistics; 
and 

b. It implement as soon as possible the resolu- 
tions of the Inter-American Statistical 
Conferences, so that the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council will be in a 
position to publish periodically the fol- 
lowing statistics of the American countries: 

i. On the exchange of commodities and 
services between these countries; 
ii. On each country’s balance of pay- 
ments; 
iii. On production and consumption; and 
iv. On demography and migratory move- 
ments between the countries. 

2. To recommend to the member states that 
they give all the necessary collaboration for com- 
plying with these recommendations and that 
they organize the national focal points of statisti- 
cal information in order to provide the Inter 
American Statistical Institute with the necessary 


facilities. 


XVIII 
THe FINANCING oF Economic DEVELOPMENT 


WHEREAS: 

The financing of economic and social develop- 
ment is of vital importance and interest to the 
American republics and has been the subject of 
consideration at various inter-American meetings, 
all the governments being agreed that economic 
development requires the participation of private 
and public capital, whether national or foreign; 

The international lending agencies have de- 
clared that they have important funds available 
for productive loans, in accordance with their 
respective statutes; and furthermore, the Inter- 
national Finance Corporation is also in operation; 

Some member states consider that the objective 
of the financing of economic development can 
be better attained through a greater utilization 
of the existing financial institutions and the en- 
couragement of private investments; 

Other member states, while recognizing the 
benefits that have flowed from the activities of 
the existing financial agencies in behalf of eco- 
nomic development, as well as those obtained 
by the expanding flow of private capital, consider, 
nevertheless, that an inter-American financial 
agency, operating in harmony with existing 
international financial agencies, could contribute 
substantially to the economic development of 
the Latin American countries; 

Various proposals have been presented for 
the creation of new forms of public financing 
directed at facilitating economic development 
in Latin America, the addresses of various Chiefs 
of Delegation having indicated the need to arrive 
at a concrete and effective decision in this matter; 

Resolution 62/54, adopted at the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy as the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economie and Social Council, at Rio de Janeiro 
in 1954, charged a Committee of Experts with the 
study of a plan for a regional financial organiza- 
tion, in harmony with the international financial 
system, which plan was submitted in due course 
to the member states for consideration, through 
the Inter-American Economie and Social Council; 
and 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives, which met at Washington in 
1957, adopted the following recommendation: 

The committee recommends that the Rep- 
resentatives to the Organization of American 
States be instructed to have that Organiza- 
tion, acting through its appropriate organs, 
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including the Economic Conference of the 
Organization of American States soon to meet 
in Buenos Aires, continue with all due urgency 
the study of the problems of financing the 
economic and social development of the 
continent, and of possible solutions. This 
study should give proper consideration to: 
(a) the proposals made by Cuba on ‘‘As- 
sistance in the Financing of Economic and 
Social Development,’’ by Chile on ‘The 
Creation of a Pan American Credit Institute,” 
and by Venezuela on the ‘Creation of an 
Inter-American Fund for Economic and 
Social Development,’’ designed to meet 
the need, which in the opinion of the Latin 
American Representatives exists, of establish- 
ing an inter-American credit agency; (b) the 
proposals submitted at earlier inter-American 
meetings or those to be made in the future; 
and (c) the discussions held and observations 
made thereon, including the viewpoint of 
the Representative of the United States 
to the effect that greater progress would be 
achieved by using existing institutions in- 
stead of putting effort into the creation of 
new ones; all of this with a view to arriving 
at concrete conclusions, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
DECLARES: 

The need to continue studies seeking formulas 
and policies that will permit the expansion of 
the financing of the economic development of 
Latin America, in consonance with Recommenda- 
tion No. 7 quoted above; and 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council that it make, through 
its appropriate organs, the study mentioned in 
the afore-mentioned recommendation. 

2. To advise the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council to convoke, in view of the 
urgency of the matter, a meeting of a specialized 
committee of government representatives to carry 
out within a reasonable period the purposes 
referred to. 

3. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco 
nomic and Social Council that, upon completion 
of the said study, it transmit it to the govern- 
ments and consider what procedural measures 
might be taken. 

4. To recommend to the Council of the Organi- 
zation of American States that it determine 
the cost of the study assigned and meet this 
expense with the appropriation referred to in 


Recommendation No. 27 adopted by the Inter- 
American Committee of Presidential Representa- 
tives. 

5. To declare that it appreciates the progress 
that the existing international financial institu- 
tions have made since the Meeting of Ministers 
of Finance or Economy at Rio de Janeiro, as 
well as the expanded flow of private capital to 
Latin America registered during the same period. 
It expresses, further, the desirability of having 
those institutions, in accordance with Resolution 
63/54, adopted at the said meeting, continue such 
efforts. 

6. To recommend to the member states that 
they adopt measures conducive to the greatest 
possible encouragement of the flow of private 
capital and technical skills to Latin America. 


SEX 
Pan AMERICAN HIGHWAY SYSTEM 


WHEREAS: 

One of the principal requirements for achiev- 
ing the progress of the American states is to have 
adequate means of transportation; 

The lack of means of transportation is one of 
the greatest obstacles to the promotion of inter- 
American trade; and 

It is necessary to intensify cooperative efforts 
with respect to the development and coordina- 
tion of land transportation systems, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
DECLARES: 

That the integration of the Pan American High- 
way System is an essential factor in the economic 
development of the Americas; and 
RESOLVES: 

To take note of the resolutions of the.Seventh 
Pan American Highway Congress, held recently 
in Panama, that favor inter-American coopera- 
tion in highway-development programs. 


XX 
MARITIME AND River FREIGHT RATES 


WHEREAS: 

It is essential that the American states have 
up-to-date, adequate, and reliable statistics in 
all fields in order to arrive at the most appropriate 
solutions of the problems related to the economic 
development of the hemisphere; 

The importance of statistics on maritime freight 
rates has been acknowledged in various resolu- 
tions adopted by the First, Third, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth International Conferences of Ameri- 
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can States, and the Inter-American Maritime 
Conference of 1940; and 

Maritime and river freight rates may constitute 
an important item in the international balance 
of payments of every nation; and examination 
of the report and recommendations of the Ad 
Hoc Committee of Experts of the American Re- 
publics for the Study of Freight and Insurance 
Rates indicates the desirability of continuing 
the work, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RECOMMENDS: 

That the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council continue to keep up to date the work 
required for the continuation of the studies on 
freight and insurance rates as they become neces- 
sary to solve problems that might arise. 


XXI 
FREIGHT RATES 


WHEREAS: 

All the Latin American countries share the 
desire to stimulate their trade as a means of 
promoting the economic development of each 
and every one; 

The possibility of reciprocal trade in manu- 
factured and semimanufactured commodities is 
increasingly greater with the progressive modi- 
fication of the economic structure of the Latin 
American republics; 

Any increase in this diversified trade will have 
beneficial results, contributing to a greater and 
more efficient utilization of the productive capac- 
ity of the area; 

The freight rates adopted on inter-Latin Ameri- 
can maritime routes, the principal means of 
transportation in the region, often tend to dis- 
courage this diversified trade, because such rates 
are higher than those for similar products originat- 
ing outside the area, thus weakening the competi- 
tive position of Latin American products; and 

The Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of Ex- 
perts of the American Republics for the Study 
of the System of Freight and Insurance Rates 
to the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council (Document 9) suggests measures for 
stimulating and intensifying trade by establishing 
uniform and stable freight rates, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the interested parties that, 
in view of the requirements of the economic 


development of Latin America and the diversifica- 
tion of its trade, they sponsor the adoption of 
freight rates for the maritime routes of the region 
on a level with those prevailing in the maritime 
routes between Latin America and the other 
regions of the world for the same commodities, 
taking into consideration factors that have a 
bearing on the costs of the respective transporta- 
tion. 


XXII 
MARITIME STATISTICS 


The Economie Conference of the Organization 
of American States, 
CONSIDERING: 

The importance of maritime statistics as in- 
tegral elements of plans and programs now being 
developed with respect to transportation systems 
that will link the American states; 

The continuing efforts made at previous Inter- 
American Conferences, principally the First, 
Sixth, and Eighth, to achieve uniformity in the 
data required to compile such statistics; 

The studies made in 1940 by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Maritime Conference, as well as by other 
specialized agencies, which established as a 
basic principle in this matter that, as long as 
adequate statistical information is _ lacking, 
transportation plans and programs would be sub- 
ject to considerable margins of error; and 

Resolutions 30/54 and 7/55 of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council, as well as the 
work of the Third Inter-American Statistical 
Conference and the Inter-American Port and 
Harbor Conference, which are designed to obtain 
uniform and comparable maritime statistics, 
RESOLVES: 

To request the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council to study, in cooperation with the 
Inter American Statistical Institute, a form 
designed to standardize statistical data on the 
arrival and departure of ships, to be used by the 
American states; and 
RECOMMENDS TO THE MEMBER STATES: 

1. That they facilitate by all possible means 
the adoption of the said form for sea-borne traf- 
fic in their ports. 

2. That, if necessary, they seek to adapt their 
laws or regulations so that all vessels engaged 
in cargo or passenger service, whether ocean 
liners, coastwise ships, tramps, or industrial 
carriers, will use the same form. 
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XXIII 


UTILIZATION OF RIVER SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES 
FOR LANDLOCKED STATES 


WHEREAS: 

The economic development of the American 
countries should be expanded by the application 
of appropriate measures providing them with 
better means of transportation in an endeavor to 
remove the obstacles thereto; 

River systems are important factors in eco- 
nomic development and expansion; 

Landlocked countries require, for the normal 
development of their economic activities, suitable 
treatment that is designed to lessen the drawbacks 
of their geographical position; 

Trade is frequently restricted, owing to the 
nature of regulations that are not adapted to 
the technical progress of the various transporta- 
tion systems; 

The studies made by the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council on one river system 
should be broadened with a view to obtaining 
total or partial practical solutions that will 
envisage the situation of the countries through 
which the rivers flow; 

It is desirable that the said studies be continued 
by agreement among the different countries, so 
as to compare and coordinate their observations, 
all of which would make it possible to plan joint 
and supplementary projects; and 

It is also desirable that these countries co- 
ordinate their efforts to maintain and improve 
the river systems with a view to their obtaining 
the maximum benefit therefrom, 

The Economie Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the member states through 
which the rivers of a system flow, that, in order 
to facilitate international traffic and stimulate 
the economic development of such states, they 
enter into agreements to arrange for a study of 
the international rivers under their jurisdiction, 
to cover the technical aspects involved in their 
navigability and their industrial and agricultural 
utilization, as well as the improvement of the 
transportation systems. 


2. The adoption by the member states, with 
respect to landlocked countries, of measures that 
will envisage: 

a. The fullest freedom of transit, without 
taxes or 
imported or 
countries; and 
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b. Nondiscrimination in the matter of do- 
mestic transportation rates for goods in 
transit, except in those cases in which 
the governments give special subsidies, 
no matter what their form, to such trans- 
portation. The measures referring to this 
subparagraph do not include air trans- 
portation. 


XXIV 
THE FINANCING OF STUDIES 


WHEREAS: 

This Conference, in various resolutions, as- 
signs or recommends to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council special duties that 
imply expenditures not covered in the regular 
budget, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To request the Council of the Organization 
of American States to take, with the required 
promptness, the necessary measures to provide 
the funds for carrying out the studies assigned. 


XXV 
THE STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
EcoNoMIc AND SocrtaL CouncIL 


WHEREAS: 

The Charter of the Organization of American 
States assigned to the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, as its principal purpose, the 
promotion of the economic and social welfare of 
the American nations through effective coopera- 
tion for the better utilization of their natural 
resources, the development of their agriculture 
and industry, and the raising of the standards of 
living of their peoples; 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, for various reasons set forth in the Re- 
port to the Chiefs of States of the American Re- 
publics submitted by the Inter-American Com- 
mittee of Presidential Representatives, has found 
difficulties in carrying out fully the tasks en- 
trusted to it in the Charter of the Organization 
of American States; and 

The governments should give the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council the necessary 
support, consonant with the importance and 
magnitude of the work required of it, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Council of the Organi- 
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zation of American States that, with the advice 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, it study and suggest measures that 
might be put into practice to improve the func- 
tioning of the latter, taking into consideration 
the suggestions made in Recommendation No. 27 
of the Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives. 

2. To recommend to the governments that, 
taking into consideration the provisions of Resolu- 
tion 41/54 of the Meeting of Ministers of Finance 
or Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, when they appoint their representatives 
to the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, they consider strengthening the mem- 
bership of the Council in order to make its labors 
more effective. 


XXVI 
INTER-AMERICAN Economic CONFERENCES 


WHEREAS: 

There is a deep-felt need to hold periodical 
meetings of the member states in order to adopt 
resolutions on economic matters, especially if con- 
sideration is given to the fact that the national 
and international factors shaping the economy of 
the countries of the hemisphere are subject to 
constant variation; and 

The Charter of the Organization assigned to 
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
the function of acting as coordinating agency for 
all official inter-American activities of an eco- 
nomic and social nature, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Council of the Organi- 
zation of American States that it periodically 
convoke meetings of the member states, for the 
purpose of studying and shedding light upon the 
economic problems of the hemisphere. 

2. To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council: 

a. That it consider, in agreement with the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States, the measures necessary to promote 
the holding of periodical meetings of offi- 
cials of the American countries who are ex- 
perts in economic problems, for the purpose 
of exchanging information and opinions on 
the economic situation of the American 
countries; 

b. That it draw up and transmit to the mem- 
ber states an annual report on the meas- 


ures that have been taken to implement 
the resolutions and recommendations 
adopted by this Economic Conference of the 
Organization of American States; and 

c. That it maintain contact with all those 
international, inter-American, or national 
agencies whose participation in the eco- 
nomic development of the Americas is cov- 
ered by the instruments approved by the 
Conference, for the purpose of giving them 
the cooperation they may require for the 
best realization of the objectives specified 
in the said instruments. 


XXVII 


PUBLICATION OF WORKS OF 
AMERICAN EcONOMISTS 


WHEREAS: 

General Manuel Belgrano and Dr. Juan Bau- 
tista Alberdi, Argentine founding fathers who were 
representative figures during the struggle for in- 
dependence and the period of national organi- 
zation, respectively, also attained significant 
stature as economists, ranking high among those 
of America, because they showed in various books 
and writings their aptitude and ability for defining 
and solving the economic problems of their time 
in their own country and in America; and 

In all the American states there has been con- 
cern over economic topics, and ideas and plans 
have been expounded, that indicate trends and 
directions, the knowledge of which is of real in- 
terest for the evaluation of economic thought in 
the region, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request of the National Academy of 
History of the Argentine Republic that it prepare 
for publication, in collaboration with the Commis- 
sion on History of the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History, the biographies of Bel- 
grano and Alberdi, with special mention of the 
economic aspects of their works. 

2. To request of the American academies and 
institutes of history that they prepare for publi- 
cation, in collaboration with the aforesaid Com- 
mission on History, the biographies of two econo- 
mists of their respective countries, of the period 
of their independence and constitutional organiza- 
tion. 

3. To request of the Commission on History the 
organization of a series on ‘Economic Thought 
of the American States during the Nineteenth 
Century.” 
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4. To request the Organization of American 
States and the governments to provide, from avail- 
able funds, the additional amounts necessary for 
preparing and publishing the works referred to in 
this resolution. 


XXVIII 


TERMS OF TRADE AND ELIMINATION OF 
RESTRICTIONS ON INTER-AMERICAN TRADE 


WHEREAS: 

The volume of inter-Latin American trade at 
the present time is a very small percentage of the 
total trade of the Latin American countries; 

To increase this trade, the barriers created by 
restrictive regulations in force in some American 
countries must be removed or lowered; 

The removal of such trade barriers may be 
achieved more easily through zonal efforts with 
regional objectives; and 

In order to attain the aforesaid objectives, it 
would be advisable to establish zonal commissions, 
composed of groups of interested countries, for 
the purpose of studying the liberalization of trade 
between them, as well as any other common trade 
problem, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
KESOLVES: 

To recommend to the member states that they 
create zonal commissions to study markets for 
common export products, as well as to suggest 
measures for promoting such exports, removing 
the obstacles to their expansion, and preventing a 
deterioration in the terms of trade. 


XXIX 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE INTER-AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES AND THE 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES ON Cacao AND BANANAS 


WHEREAS: 

The production and export of cacao and ba- 
nanas are of decisive importance to the economy 
of many American countries, as was recognized 
by the Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil in creating the Special Committee on Cacao, 
by Resolution 18/52 of May 8, 1952, and the 
Special Committee on Bananas, by Resolution 
33/54 of December 1, 1954; 

Among the problems affecting the exploitation 
of these agricultural products, attention should 
be given to those relating to plantation diseases 
and pests, without prejudice to continuing studies, 
research, and work on other phases, such as com- 
mercialization and industrialization; 


In the preliminary report presented by the : 


Banana Mission to the Special Committee of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, the 
wide prevalence of these diseases and pests, and 
the urgent need to combat them with efficacious 
measures and techniques, was stressed; 

As agriculture plays an important part in the 
economy of America, it is necessary not only to 
strengthen and amplify the general program of the 
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, 
but also to create regional centers for research on 
and the study of concrete problems; 

The first recommendation of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Committee of Presidential Representatives 
refers to the creation of a regional center for re- 
search on diseases and pests affecting cacao and 
banana plantations; 

Ecuador, through its delegate on the Inter- 
American Committee of Presidential Representa- 
tives, offered to collaborate in creating this center, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Inter-American Insti- 
tute of Agricultural Sciences that, as part of its 
regular program, it proceed with the creation of 
the already approved regional center for research 
on diseases and pests affecting cacao and banana 
plantations, for purposes of their permanent con- 
trol and looking toward the eradication thereof, 
supplying it with the appropriate means for its 
installation and functioning. 

2. To recommend to the Special Committee on 
Bananas of the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council that it continue and expand its 
studies and research on the problems of banana 
production and markets and other phases included 
in Resolution 33/54 of December 1, 1954. 


XXX 


INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF PATENTS 
AND TRADE-MARKS 


WHEREAS: 

The complex nature of international trade and 
the intensity of modern commerce make it impera- 
tive that patents and trade-marks be protected 
internationally and safeguarded against unfair 
trade practices within the borders of the American 
states, both for the benefit of the legal owners and 
to prevent confusion in the consumer public, 
which must be protected against deceit and undue 
exploitation; 

One of the best and most suitable ways to 
achieve the desired protection is to sign treaties 
that will ensure for the nationals of one state the 
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benefit of such protection in the territories of the 
other states; 

The International Convention of Paris for the 
Protection of Industrial Property, 1883, revised 
in Brussels in 1900, in Washington in 1911, at The 
Hague in 1925, and in London in 1934, represents 
a favorable development in the field of protection 
of patents and trade-marks among states, because 
it has demonstrated in operation that it is possible 
to achieve a beneficial international cooperation 
in the protection of such property; 

The Paris Convention has established a bene- 
ficial system for and an atmosphere favorable to 
inventors and owners of trade-marks and trade 
names, and in addition, its operation has served 
the purpose of achieving progress in juridical 
techniques and establishing uniformity of legisla- 
tion and jurisprudence in the protection of such 
property in many countries of the international 
community; and 

Several American states have long been parties 
to the Paris Convention and all of them have de- 
rived benefits therefrom, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To urge all the American states that are not 
parties to the International Convention of Paris 
for the Protection of Industrial Property to adhere 
to the Convention as soon as possible, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of their domestic legisla- 
tion, for the benefit of the common international 
interests that require industrial property to be 
respected everywhere. 


XXXI 
TERMS OF TRADE! 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States, 
BEARING IN MIND: 

That the documents ‘‘Terms of Trade of Latin 
America: Their Development and Prospects”’ 
(ESSE-Doc.4/54) and ‘Instability in the Latin 
American Export Markets and Terms of Trade”’ 
(Document 14) have shown the need for compiling, 
regularly and on uniform bases, the terms of 
trade of the countries of the hemisphere; 

That the Inter-American Economic and Social 

Jouncil, by Resolution 10/55, convoked an Ad 
Hoc Committee of Experts on the Computation of 
Terms of Trade to establish uniform technical 
bases for the computation of terms-of-trade in- 
dices; and 


4 See statement of United States Delegation, p. 234. 
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That the said Committee of Experts, in its con- 
clusions, made several recommendations for com- 
puting indices and auxiliary indices of the terms 
of trade, as well as for improving basic interna- 
tional-trade statistics and making known the 
methodologies applied, without arriving at defi- 
nite conclusions that would permit the adoption 
of an efficient and easily applicable procedure in 
all the American republics; and 
CONSIDERING: 

That it is vitally important for the Latin Amer- 
ican countries to count on a just and equitable 
relationship between the prices of exports and im- 
ports; and 

That for the adoption of adequate economic- 
development policies it is essential to have up-to- 
date data, on uniform bases, regarding the rela- 
tionship of prices of products entering into foreign 
trade, 

RECOMMENDS: 

That the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, in its systematic and continuing deter- 
mination, by countries, of the terms-of-trade in- 
dices, take into consideration the greatest possible 
number of products and capital goods exported 
and imported by each of them, including all the 
most representative ones, and arranging for them 
to be published regularly once a year. 


XXXII 
SuRPLUSES OF Basic PRopucts 


WHEREAS: 

The attainment of equilibrium in world trade, 
to the end that its development will not be preju- 
dicial to any individual country, is a matter of 
international concern; 

As regards basic products, the manner of their 
marketing is of more than ordinary importance 
to all the countries involved; 

On this account the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, and also inter- 
American organizations, have repeatedly recom- 
mended: (a) that agricultural surpluses be mar- 
keted in an orderly fashion to prevent any undue 
pressure leading to abnormal demand and price 
fluctuations in world markets; and (b) that it is 
advisable for exporting and importing countries 
not to obstruct the normal flow of production and 
international trade through such operations; 

Moreover, it is desirable that the marketing of 
surpluses be directed toward meeting a demand 
over and above the normal, for the twin purposes 
of not interfering with the normal flow of trade, 
and of promoting the consumption of such prod- 
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ucts, so as to avoid, so far as possible, sharp read- 
justments in production; 

To this end it is necessary that, in the disposal 
of such surpluses, due regard be given to the in- 
terests of the countries traditionally supplying the 
markets benefited; 

It is recognized as advisable for all countries 
to continue following a procedure of mutual con- 
sultation that is timely and effective with respect 
to the problems of the liquidation of surpluses; 
and 

Furthermore, it is desirable that each country 
seek so to channel its production that measures 
leading to chronic over-production and the ac- 
cumulation of surpluses may be avoided, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the member states that 
the marketing of basic products follow an orderly 
procedure, so as not to unduly disturb world mar- 
ket prices and demand, and the flow of trade be- 
tween the countries concerned. 

2. To reaffirm that, when absorbing or dis- 
posing of surpluses of basic products, the coun- 
tries concerned should continue to follow a proce- 
dure of mutual consultation that is timely and 
effective, and contributes to the best implementa- 
tion of a policy of orderly liquidation. 

3. To recommend that each country continue to 
seek so to channel its production that measures 
leading to chronic over-production and the ac- 
cumulation of surpluses may be avoided. 


XXXIII 
Basic Propucts 


WHEREAS: 

Among the elements important to the economic 
development of the insufficiently-developed coun- 
tries of the hemisphere are: (a) the capacity of 
those countries to import machinery, essential 
equipment, and other capital goods; and (b) 
the level of their national income, which should 
be as high and stable as possible in order to make 
it possible to increase, or at least maintain, the 
rate of capitalization; 

The capacity to import and the level of na- 
tional income, and hence the financing of eco- 
nomic development, are affected by the inter- 
national market prices of basic export products, 
upon which the economy of those countries is now 
highly dependent; 

When the prices of these basic products fluc- 
tuate excessively, the economy of those countries 
may be adversely affected; 
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represents for the countries of Latin America, the 





It is desirable for the American countries to 
have adequate and stable markets for their ex- 
port products; 

It is also desirable and urgent to consider the 
effects that the formation of economic groups in 
other continents may have on the export markets 
of basic products of the Latin American countries; 
and 

The problems set forth above require special- 
ized study within the tasks of the Inter-American 
Economie and Social Council, which makes it 
advisable to set up a standing committee on 
basic products to study the pertinent aspects of 
these problems, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council that it create a 
Committee on Basic Products, to be of a per- 
manent nature, which would have the following 
purposes: 

a. To study the factors entering into produc- 
tion, price trends, and the demand for basic 
products; 

b. To study the possible impact that the 
European common market may have on 
these products, as well as the possible 
impact of any other economic groups that 
may be organized outside the hemisphere; 

c. To submit the findings periodically to the 
interested countries for consideration; and 

d. To recommend, whenever circumstances 
warrant, meetings of government experts 
on problems of the production and market- 
ing of such products. 

2. That the committee will be composed of 
representatives of the member states that desire 
to be represented thereon. 

3. To recommend that the committee, im- 
mediately upon its establishment by the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, begin a 
study on the problems of the minerals and metals 
markets, although this should not mean the 
postponement of any study, upon request, of other 
basic products whose urgent consideration is 
required. 

4. That the Committee on Basic Products, for 
the better execution of its functions, maintain 
contact with all the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations working in the field of inter- 
national commodity problems. 

5. That, in view of the great importance that 
the creation and operation of this committee 
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Organization of American States should provide 
it with the personnel and technical advisers nec- 
essary for the accomplishment of its purposes. 


XXXIV 
STUDIES ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 


MEASURES FOR PURPOSES 
OF STABILIZATION® 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States, 
CONSIDERING: 

The concern of the member states, evidenced 
in Resolution xxx of this Conference, on 
basic products, in which the creation of a Com- 
mittee on Basie Products, with permanent char- 
acter, is recommended; 

The concern of the member countries over the 
instability created in their domestic economies as 
a consequence of the disturbing fluctuations in the 
prices of basic products; 

The desirability of studying and investigating 
various systems or procedures that will tend to 
mitigate those features of instability, according 
to the product involved; and 

That, in accordance with the foregoing, it is of 
interest to study, among the various measures 
pointed out in the preceding paragraph, the 
possibility of concluding agreements on basic 
products that will cover: (a) price levels that the 
parties might regard as “normal” and that might 
be modified in the course of time, so that they 
will reflect the long-range trends of such prices; 
(b) the possibility of establishing a system of 
credits for cases where the prices of the products 
covered in those agreements fall below the afore- 
mentioned levels, credits that should tend to 
compensate part of the loss of revenue in foreign 
currency that the exporting country suffers as a 
result of the drop in prices; and (c) likewise, the 
possibility of adopting a repayment system to be 
used in case the prices of the products in question 
rise in the international market above the ‘‘nor- 
mal”’ levels, in which case the increased revenue 
because of this rise may be allocated, in part, to 
make the pertinent payments, 

RESOLVES: 

To instruct the Committee on Basic Products 
to prepare, in the case of products in whose 
markets special problems arise that justify such 
action, studies on practical measures for con- 
cluding commodity agreements and, through the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, 


5 See statement of United States Delegation, p. 234. 
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make any pertinent recommendations to the 
interested governments. 


XXXV 


Stupy or INSTITUTIONS FOR STABILIZING PRICES 
oF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 


WHEREAS: 

Some American countries, owing to natural or 
economic factors, are confronted with problems, 
seasonal or otherwise, of shortages or surpluses 
and instability of internal prices of basic agri- 
cultural products, particularly foodstuffs; 

For the purpose of dealing with these problems, 
there are in the American countries various 
agencies to encourage agricultural production and 
consumption, and the avoidance of excessive 
fluctuation of internal prices; and 

It would be desirable to undertake studies that 
would lead to an exchange of experiences and in- 
formation for the better utilization of the re- 
sources of these institutions, as well as for the 
coordination of activities, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the Inter-American [co- 
nomic and Social Council that it carry out a 
preliminary study on the organization and opera- 
tion of the afore-mentioned national agencies in 
the member states, and on the policies followed 
by those entities to solve the problems of short- 
ages or surpluses and the instability of domestic 
prices of basic agricultural products, and report 
the findings to the member states. 

2. To suggest that, in compliance with this 
resolution, the studies be coordinated with those 
made by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations. 


XXXVI 


Srupy ON THE PROBLEM OF MIGRATION 
IN LATIN AMERICA 


WHEREAS: 

The problem of migration is of fundamental 
importance to Latin America, as the states have 
declared at various inter-American conferences; 

Some of the Latin American countries with low 
population densities need large numbers of se- 
lected immigrants in order to expand the pro- 
duction of which they are capable and their 
consumer markets, while other countries are 
faced by problems resulting from different demo- 
graphic conditions; and 
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The surplus population of the principal Euro- 
pean countries might be directed toward Latin 
America, to the mutual benefit of Europe and the 
Latin American countries, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council that, within two years, 
it submit to the member states a study on the 
problem of migration in Latin America, utilizing 
the information available from all the inter- 
national specialized agencies dealing with the 
subject and taking into account the conditions in 
and population needs of every Latin American 
country. 

XXXVII 
PROMOTION OF INTER-AMERICAN TRADE® 
WHEREAS: 

The American states, as a community, are 
particularly interested in supporting the adoption 
of measures designed to promote their individual 
economic development; 

The intensification of trade is a preponderant 
factor in economic development; 

The present volume of trade between the Latin 
American republics is not consonant with their 
potential production and consumption, considered 
as a whole, owing to the existence of diverse 
obstacles that hinder their natural development; 
and 

The gradual elimination of restrictions and 
establishment of a multilateral payments system, 
among other means, will contribute to the ex- 
pansion of inter-Latin American, inter-American, 
and world trade, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Latin 
American countries that, with a view to inten- 
sifying inter-Latin American trade and bearing 
in mind their international commitments, they 
establish contacts, when they consider it op- 
portune, leading to the adoption of the measures 
necessary for the gradual liberalization of trade 
and payments in the different regions of the area. 


XXXVIII 
FreEE TRANSIT FOR LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES 


WHEREAS: 
Inter-Latin American trade is partly deter- 


5 See statement of Cuban Delegation, p. 234. 
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mined by the transit facilities granted reciprocally 
by the member states; and 

The landlocked countries, by utilizing free- 
transit facilities, will be able to expand their 
foreign trade, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVEs: 

To recommend to the governments of the 
member states that they grant the greatest 
possible facilities to permit free transit in behalf 
of the trade of the landlocked countries. 


XXXIX 


FOSTERING THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
Low-cost HousINnG 


WHEREAS: 

The basic objective of inter-American eco- 
nomic development is the improvement of living 
conditions and the protection of the human 
resources of the less-developed countries, one of 
whose most serious problems is the critical housing 
shortage; 

The measures taken individually by the Amer- 
ican states to solve this housing problem, not- 
withstanding their great importance, have not 
yet relieved this shortage; 

The urgent social need to remedy this situation 
calls for an appropriate cooperative solution by 
the American countries concerned; and 

In this respect, the great interest of the Amer- 
ican countries in these ideas has been expressed 
in the following resolutions, among others: 10/53 
and 21/56 of the Inter-American Kconomic and 
Social Council, xxxvi of the Tenth Inter-Amer- 
ican Conference, and xvi of the First Inter- 
American Technical Meeting on Housing and 
Planning convoked by the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, and in Reeommenda- 
tion No. 19 of the Inter-American Committee 
of Presidential Representatives, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Organization of American 
States to conduct an investigation, based on 
studies already made and within the scope and 
the nature of existing problems, to ascertain 
whether present trade restrictions on construction 
materials are a serious obstacle to the develop- 
ment of low-cost housing construction in Latin 
America, and to report the findings to the govern- 
ments of the member states. 
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2. To recommend to the governments that, if 
the findings indicate that the trade restrictions on 
construction materials are in fact a serious obsta- 
cle to the attainment of the objective stated in 
the preceding paragraph, they consider the pos- 
sibility of reducing or eliminating such restric- 
tions, duly bearing in mind their international 
commitments. 

3. To request the Organization of American 
States, in carrying out the afore-mentioned in- 
vestigations, to obtain, as deemed advisable, the 
technical cooperation of private or public entities 
competent in this field, bearing in mind especially 
Resolution 21/56 of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council regarding the offer of coopera- 
tion made by the Pan American Federation of 
Associations of Architects. 


XL 


RECOMMENDATION ON A LATIN AMERICAN 
REGIONAL MARKET’ 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States, 

BEARING IN MIND: 

The study presented by the General Sec- 
retariat of the Organization of American States, 
“Liberalization of Inter-Latin American Trade’”’ 
(Document 3); and 

The report presented to this Conference by the 
Economic Commission for Latin America of the 
United Nations, entitled ‘‘Ecta Activities Re- 
lating to Payments and a Regional Market in 
Latin America’? (Document E/CN.12/483), and 
Resolution 117 approved at the Seventh Session 
of the Economic Commission for Latin America; 
and 
CoNSIDERING: 

That the increasing economic development of 
the Latin American countries requires a greater 
expansion of inter-Latin American trade, which 
will make possible a better utilization of human 
resources and available materials; 

That the future development of certain in- 
dustries, especially the basic ones, demands, 
among other factors, relatively large amounts of 
capital and more complex productive techniques, 
and consequently the stimulus of markets wider 
than national ones; 

That it would be advisable to study measures 
for and point out means of economic integration 
that would consider all the countries of Latin 
America and that would lead to the creation of a 
wide Latin American market; 


7 See statement of Costa Rican Delegation, p. 234. 
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That with respect to the foregoing it is par- 
ticularly relevant to bear in mind the processes of 
economic integration ix other areas of the world, 
the effects of which, depending upon the means 
that are adopted, may have an appreciable im- 
pact on the trade and the development of the 
Latin American economies, as set forth in Resolu- 
tion 121 (vir) of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America; 

That the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, through its competent organs, has made 
progress in studies relating to payments systems 
and other matters related to the creation of the 
Latin American regional market; 

That a group of experts of central banks of 
the Latin American countries that maintain 
bilateral accounts among themselves are studying 
the establishment of a system to lead gradually 
to multilateralism in payments, which in turn is a 
preliminary step toward creating conditions 
favorable to a regional market; and 

That coordination and cooperation between 
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
and the Economic Commission for Latin America 
is advisable from every point of view, in order to 
avoid duplication of work and expense, as well 
as the dissipation of effort, and that such co- 
operation has been an advantageous work system, 
as shown by past experience in the matter, 
DECLARES: 

The advisability of establishing gradually and 
progressively, in multilateral and competitive 
form, a Latin American regional market; and 
RESOLVES: 

1.To recommend to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council that, following 
consultation of its Secretariat with the Sec- 
retariat of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, in order to avoid duplication and in 
accordance with the provisions of existing agree- 
ments on cooperation between the two organs, it 
participate in the studies and activities leading 
to the creation of a Latin American regional 
market. 

2. To request the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council to inform the Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America of the contents of this 
resolution and the points of view expressed by 
the different countries at this Conference with 
respect to the idea of the Latin American regional 
market, so that they may be borne in mind in the 
continuation of the studies being carried out on 
this subject. 

3. To express its appreciation to the Economic 
Commission for Latin America for the valuable 
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information presented at this meeting in Docu- 
ment E/CN.12/483. 


XLI 
TRADE ADVANTAGES FOR LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES 


WHEREAS: 

The geographical situation of the landlocked 
countries of Latin America unfavorably affects 
the possibilities of expanding their foreign trade; 

The inter-American idea of solidarity and 
cooperation indicates the need for establishing 
means for a trade policy that will permit such 
countries to achieve their desire for development; 
and 

This has been recognized in various inter- 
national instruments that, among others, led to 
the agreement of the countries of the River 
Plate region of February 6, 1941, 

The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
TAKES NOTE: 

Of the interest expressed by the governments 
of the landlocked countries of Latin America to 
achieve trade formulas that will permit them to 
develop advantageously their trade with the 
other countries of the hemisphere; 

DECLARES: 

The desire of the member states to grant to 
the landlocked countries of Latin America the 
greatest possible trade advantages, taking into 
account the unfavorable effects caused by their 
geographical position; and 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the American governments 
that they study the possibilities of reaching 
reciprocal agreements that will contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of this resolution, 
to the extent permitted by their international 
commitments. 


XLII 


Vote OF APPRECIATION 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To express to His Excellency the Provisional 
President of the Argentine Republic, General 
Pedro Eugenio Aramburu, to His Excellency the 
Vice President, Rear Admiral Isaac F. Rojas, and 
through their good offices to all the government 
authorities and the people of Argentina, the 
sincere appreciation of all the delegations for the 
fraternal welcome and cordial hospitality so 
kindly extended to them. 
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2. To accord a vote of applause to His Ex- 
cellency Dr. Adalbert Krieger Vasena, the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, for the wise, brilliant 
and dignified manner in which he directed pro- 
ceedings. 

3. To thank His Honor, the Mayor of Buenos 
Aires, Eduardo Bergalli, for countless courtesies, 
kindnesses, and proofs of affection received in 
this great city of Buenos Aires. 

4. To place on record their thanks to the au- 
thorities of the National Congress for their 
valuable cooperation in granting the use of the 
Legislative Palace as the seat of the Conference. 

5. To thank Dr. Conrado Carlos Beckmann, 
the Secretary General of the Conference, and all 
officials and employees under him, for their able 
and efficient performance of their important 
duties. 


XLIII 


Vore oF THANKS TO THE ORGANIZATION 
oF AMERICAN STATES 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To extend a vote of thanks to the Inter- 
American Economie and Social Council and the 
General Secretariat of the Organization of Amer- 
ican States for their valuable contribution to the 
work of the Conference. 

2. To express its appreciation to the Depart- 
ment of Economic and Social Affairs of the Pan 
American Union, the secretariat of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, for the 
valuable documents it prepared, which made 
possible a full knowledge of the subjects treated 
and facilitated the discussions on the different 
points of the program. 


XLIV 
Vote OF APPRECIATION TO THE PRESS 


The Economic Conference of the Organization 
of American States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To testify and bear witness to the fact that 
the dissemination of information by the national 
and foreign press and the foreign news services 
has enabled the entire hemisphere to follow in 
detail the work that has been done here. 

2. That the efforts of the representatives of 
the press, radio, and television deserve the ap- 
preciation of this Conference. 


At the plenary sessions of the Economic 
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Conference at which resolutions were ap- 
proved, several delegations formulated reser- 
vations or interpretations to a number of 
resolutions. The General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States compiled 
these statements, which are printed below. 

RESERVATIONS OR INTERPRETATIONS 

REsoLution XI 

URUGUAY 

We are going to vote in favor of this resolution 
as it has come from the appropriate committee. 
However, we wish to make it a matter of record, 
as we did in committee, that our voting for this 
draft resolution does not imply that we are aban- 
doning the position that we have traditionally 
maintained in regard to taxation, which is to the 
effect that income should be taxed only by the 
state in which it originates. 


RESOLUTION XIV 


UNITED STATES 

The delegation of the United States abstained 
from voting on this resolution in committee for 
reasons that were clearly set forth in the report 
of the rapporteur. At this time we should like to 
make it a matter of record that we are voting in 
favor of the resolution. 

[The report of the rapporteur of Committee II 
contains the following sentence: ‘“The delegation 
of the United States of America, which abstained, 
requested that it be included in this report that, 
since it was the feeling of the delegation that the 
problem involved was clearly a problem of form, 
the delegation abstained because it hoped that 
the different viewpoints expressed could be sat- 
isfactorily reconciled and unanimity achieved, 
and because it did not wish its vote to diminish 
the chances of attaining that end.’’] 


RESOLUTION XXXI 


UNITED STATES 

The United States agrees with the operative 
part of this resolution which recommends that 
certain statistical work should be performed by 
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
in the member states. In our opinion, however, 
the language of the first-stated consideration may 
be misunderstood. I wish therefore to make it a 
matter of record that the United States vote in 
favor of this resolution does not indicate ac- 
ceptance of any implication that the terms of 
trade should be a matter for governmental regu- 


lation. 
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RESOLUTION XXXIV 
UNITED STATES 

The resolution establishing the Committee on 
Basic Products was careful to avoid language 
which would prejudice the objectivity of the 
committee’s studies, and for that reason my 
delegation was prepared to support it. 

However, in the entirely separate resolution 
now under consideration, which is set forth in 
Document 168, the committee would be instructed 
to consider the negotiation of commodity contro] 
agreements designed to stabilize prices as well as 
credit arrangements to compensate producing 
countries for losses sustained as a result of price 
reductions. The general policy of my govern- 
ment is opposed to extensive regulation of prices 
in international trade and therefore the United 
States delegation opposes this resolution. 

It is noted that the members of the Committee 
on Basic Products will consist of those countries 
that desire to be represented. It is the assumption 
of my delegation that any government which may 
become a member of the committee may either 
cease to be a member in the event that the com- 
mittee undertakes tasks which that government 
considers impractical or would prejudice its 
established policies; or may decide not to partici- 
pate in the work of the committee on such tasks. 


RESOLUTION XXXVII 


CUBA 

When this draft was discussed in committee, 
the delegation of Cuba formulated a reservation 
which it is interested in maintaining in the min- 
utes of this plenary session for appropriate pur- 
poses. This reservation, made in committee and 
repeated at this time, is as follows: ‘‘The delega- 
tion of Cuba states for the record that it reserves 
its position respecting this resolution because the 
latter includes aspects that require careful sub- 
sequent consideration on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Cuba.”’ 


RESOLUTION XL 


COSTA RICA 
The delegation of Costa Rica adheres to the 
statement presented by the delegations of El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, 
which appears on page 4 of the report of the 
rapporteur. : 
[The report of the rapporteur of Committee IV 
quotes the following note of the delegation of El 
Salvador: ‘‘The delegations of Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua wish to state 
for the record that their acceptance of Document 
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148, ‘‘Recommendation on a Latin American 
Regional Market”’, is based on the understanding 
that the principles included in the ‘“‘Declaration”’ 
of that proposal cannot affect or conflict with the 
policy followed or to be followed by the countries 
of Central America, nor with the means and 
method adopted by those states for the establish- 
ment of a Central American regional market.’’] 


Pan American Highway Congresses 


REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE SEV- 
ENTH ConGress.—The Seventh Pan Amer- 
ican Highway Congress opened in Panama 
City, Republic of Panama, on August 1, 
1957.5 It was attended by delegations from 
all the member states of the Organization, 
except Haiti, and the Government of Can- 
ada was represented by a special observer. 
There were also observers from a number 
of international governmental and nongov- 
ernmental organizations, and _ representa- 
tives of public and private agencies of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Pursuant to the Regulations for the Sev- 
enth Congress, the Government of Panama 
appointed Mr. Alfonso Herrera y Franco as 
Secretary General of the Congress. Mr. 
Romulo O’Farrill, of Mexico, Chairman of 
the Permanent Executive Committee of the 
Congresses, served as Provisional President 
of the Congress until the inaugural session, 
at which time Mr. Roberto Lépez Fabrega, 
Minister of Public Works of Panama, was 
elected President by acclamation. 

The inaugural session was addressed by 
the President of Panama, Ernesto de la 
Guardia, Jr., and Mr. Francisco Rivas La- 
zaro, of Venezuela, spoke on behalf of the 
visiting delegations. 

The Congress had six working commit- 
tees, one of which was composed of the mem- 
bers of the Inter-American Meeting of 
Traffic Experts (page 252). 

The Final Act of the Seventh Pan Ameri- 
can Highway Congress was signed on August 


’For the preparations leading to the Congress, see Vol. IX, 
No. 2, p. 158. 
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10, 1957, and contained the following reso- 
lutions and votes: 


I 


REPORT OF THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE Com- 
MITTEE ON THE WORK COMPLETED SINCE THE 
StxtH Pan AMERICAN H1iGHway CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVEs: 

1. To approve the report of the Permanent 
Executive Committee on the work completed 
since the Sixth Pan American Highway Congress, 
which was submitted to this Congress for con- 
sideration by Mr. Rémulo O’Farrill, the Chair- 
man of the Committee. 

2. To extend its thanks and congratulations to 
the Permanent Executive Committee, and to 
Mr. Rémulo O’Farrill, its Chairman, in par- 
ticular, for its important work toward the imple- 
mentation of the resolutions of the Pan American 
Highway Congresses. 


II 


REPORT OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT ON THE 
Work ACHIEVED SINCE THE SIXTH PAN 
AMERICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To approve the report of the Permanent 
Secretariat on the work achieved since the Sixth 
Pan American Highway Congress. 

2. To thank the Permanent Secretariat for the 
efforts made toward the implementation of the 
pertinent resolutions passed by the Sixth Pan 
American Highway Congress. 


III 


AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANIZATION PLAN OF THE 
Pan AMERICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESSES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To request the Council of the Organization of 
American States to amend the Organization Plan 
of the Pan American Highway Congresses as 
follows: 

1. Permanent Executive Committee: 

a. To replace the second paragraph of Article 9 

with the following: 
“The committee shall be composed of special- 
ists representing the governments of nine 
countries, seven of which shall be designated 
by each Congress by a simple majority vote. 
The other two shall be: one, the represent- 
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ative of the country that is acting as host for 
the Congress, and the other, the representa- 
tive of the host country of the next Congress’’. 
b. To add, as the ninth paragraph of Article 9, 
the following: 
“The country that is elected to assume the 
Chairmanship and accepts it, shall provide, 
and defray the expenses of, an office, a staff, 
and whatever is required to enable the com- 
mittee to carry out its duties and functions 
as efficiently as possible’. 
2. Technical Committees: 
a. To replace the first two sentences of Article 
10 with the following: 
“Four permanent committees shall be es- 
tablished to act as organs of consultation to 
provide technical aid to the member countries 
of the Organization of American States re- 
questing it. These committees, which shall be 
under the direction of the Permanent Ex- 
ecutive Committee, shall be the following:”’ 
b. To add at the end of the fourth paragraph 
of Article 10, the following: 
“The country that is elected to the Chair- 
manship and accepts it, shall provide, and 
defray the expenses of, an office, a staff, and 
whatever is required to enable the committee 
to carry out its duties and functions as 
efficiently as possible’. 
c. To add, at the end of the fifth paragraph of 
Article 10, the following: 
‘‘Hach representative shall have as his ad- 
visers, in his country, technical experts 
likewise appointed by his government and he 
shall maintain regular contact with the 
headquarters of the committee’. 


IV 


SpeciAL MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT EXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE BEFORE AND AFTER EACH 
Pan AMERICAN H1GHWAY CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the Permanent Executive 
Committee that it hold special meetings before 
and after each Pan American Highway Congress 
in order to coordinate at the special meeting held 
before the Congress the reports to be submitted to 
the ensuing Congress and to assign to the Tech- 
nical Committees, at the meeting held after the 
Congress, the work called for by the resolutions 
of the Congress. 
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Vv 
CooPERATION IN OBTAINING INFORMATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVEs: 

To recommend to the Permanent Executive 
Committee and its organs that, at the time in- 
formation is requested of the governments of the 
American states, such information also be re- 
quested of the private organizations maintaining 
cooperative relations with the Organization of 
American States whose activities are in the field 
covered by the requests, so that the aforesaid 
organizations can help to provide the information 
required. 


VI 
REPORT OF THE DARIEN SUBCOMMITTEE 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To approve the Report of the /Darien Sub- 
committee and, consequently: 

a. To recommend to the Government of 
Panama the adoption of the so-called 
Southern Route as the most desirable for 
the construction of the Pan American 
Highway through the Darien region. 

b. To request the Permanent Executive 
Committee to recommend, in due time, to 
the Government of Colombia the most 
suitable route to be followed in Colombian 
territory. 

2. To extend a vote of recognition to the 
Darien Subcommittee for the important work it 
has accomplished so far with a view to achieving 
the objectives for which it was established. 

3. To endorse the continuation, by inier- 
American cooperation, of the explorations and 
studies being carried out by the Darien Sub- 
committee for the locating of the most suitable 
route in Colombia. 

4. To thank the various delegations that 
presented papers dealing with the elimination of 
the gap in the Pan American Highway in the 
Darien region of Panama and adjacent areas in 
Colombia; and especially the Delegation of 
Mexico for the paper which suggested methods for 
financing and organizing the definitive study on 
the construction of the afore-mentioned section 
of the Pan American Highway. 
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VII 


FINANCING OF THE DEFINITIVE STUDY OF THE 
DARIEN SECTION IN PANAMA AND ADJACENT 
AREAS IN COLOMBIA 


WHEREAS: 
The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives, which met in Washington in 
May of this year, at the invitation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, made a recommendation 
which reads as follows: 
1. The construction of the section of the 
Pan American Highway known as the ‘‘Da- 
rien Bottleneck”’ is of great importance not 
only to the Republics of Colombia and 
Panama but to all the countries of the 
Americas. At the present time the pre- 
liminary work of exploring and surveying 
the Darien area in Panama and adjacent 
regions in Colombia is being carried out to 
determine the most practical route for 
that section. Once this work is completed, 
it will be followed by studies of the defini- 
tive plan of the route (including topog- 
raphy, bench marks, river crossings, and 
structural designs, the preparation of 
construction plans and projects, estimates, 
specifications, etc.). The committee took 
note of the opinion of Mr. Tomas Guardia, 
Chairman of the Darien Subcommittee 
set up by the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee of the Pan American Highway 
Congresses, to the effect that the total 
cost of such definitive studies might be 
between $1,750,000 and $2,000,000. 
2. The committee recommends that the 
delegations to the Seventh Pan American 
Highway Congress, which is to be held in 
Panama in August 1957, be instructed to 
draw up a specific plan for completing the 
necessary studies on the construction of 
the Darien section and its financing. 
3. Carrying out this recommendation will 
involve no cost to the Organization of 
American States; and 

WHEREAS: 

The completion of the Pan American Highway 
System is the major interest and principal goal of 
the Pan American Highway Congresses; 

Thanks to the efforts of the governments of 
the American countries there is now year-round 
traffic on 26,139 kilometers, and dry-weather 
traffic on 2,691 kilometers of the approximate total 
of 30,248 kilometers of the Pan American High- 
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way, from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, to Rio de 
Janeiro; 

There are only approximately 1,413 kilometers 
yet to be constructed to complete the entire Sys- 
tem and adequate financing has been practically 
provided by the countries concerned and the 
United States for the completion of 30 kilometers 
in Guatemala, 218 in Costa Rica, and 24 in the 
north of Panama; 

The sections in Bolivia totaling 241 kilometers 
are under construction between Plazuela and 
Independencia and between Bermejo and Fortin 
Campero, while those in Paraguay (200 kilo- 
meters) are also being constructed with its own 
resources; 

The above considerations show that the prob- 
lem of financing unfinished sections is reduced to 
the financing of a route (about 700 kilometers) 
through the Darien region in Panama and ad- 
jacent areas in Colombia; 

The Darien link is of hemispheric interest 
since without it it is not possible to complete the 
Pan American Highway System, connecting North 
and Central America with South America; 

The Darien Subcommittee, under the auspices 
of the Permanent Executive Committee and with 
multilateral financing, has almost concluded 
the preliminary explorations for the location of 
the route; and 

It is of great urgency to continue the study 
until the necessary construction plans for the 
section in the Darien and adjacent areas of Co- 
lombia have been completed, 

The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recognize that the construction of the 
Pan American Highway section in the Darien and 
adjacent areas in Colombia is of inter-American 
interest. . 

2. To recommend to the Permanent Executive 
Committee that, at its next meeting, it give 
preferential attention to the following formulas 
for financing the definitive study of the Darien 
section in Panama and adjacent areas in Co- 
lombia: 

a. That submitted by the Delegation of 

Mexico.? 


9 Draft Proposal for Financing the Definitive Study of the 
Section of the Pan American Highway in the Darien Region in 
Panama and Adjacent Areas in Colombia, Presented by the 
Delegation of Mexico 
WHEREAS: 

The construction of the section of the Pan American Highway 
in the Darien region in Panama and adjacent areas in Colombia 
is of Pan American interest; 
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b. Other practicable formulas arising from 
the discussions of the aforesaid committee. 

3. To authorize the Chairman of the Permanent 
Executive Committee to undertake the pre- 
liminary consultations on the financing of the 
definitive study of the section to be located in 
the Darien area in Panama and adjacent areas in 
Colombia, and, in due time, to negotiate for the 
contributions to the study. 

4. To authorize the Permanent Executive 
Committee, if it deems it necessary once the 
definitive study is completed, to convoke a special 
Congress to deal primarily with matters relating 
to financing the construction of the above-men- 
tioned section. In such case it should make prior 
consultation with the various countries offering 
to be host to such a special Congress and select 
the seat that it considers to be most conven- 
ient for that Congress. 


Vill 


ORGANIZATION AND BUDGET FOR A DEFINITIVE 
Strupy OF THE HIGHWAY FOR THE DARIEN 
REGION OF PANAMA AND ADJACENT 
AREAS IN COLOMBIA 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To transmit to the Darien Subcommittee the 
paper presented by Mr. René Etcharren, on 
behalf of the Department of Communications and 
Public Works of the Republic of Mexico, entitled 
“Tapoén del Darién. Proyecto para Organizar la 
Localizacién de Esta Ruta’’, which is one of the 
papers to which Resolution VI. 4 refers, so that 





There are precedents in the Central American countries and 
in Panama for the United States Government to contribute 
generously and on a practical basis not only to the cost of the 
studies but also the construction cost; and 

The cost of the preliminary explorations made by the Darien 
Subcommittee has been and will continue to be met by multi- 
lateral contributions of the American countries, in cash as well as 
in equipment and the loan of technicians, 

Ir I8 RECOMMENDED: 

1. To recognize the principle that the financing of the defini- 
tive study of the Darien section in Panama and Colombia re- 
quires equitable contributions by the member countries of the 
Organization of American States. 

2. That for the financing of the definitive study mentioned 
above it is advisable that the Permanent Executive Committee 
suggest to the Governments of Panama and Colombia that, in 
due time, they request the Government of the United States to 
contribute two thirds of the cost of the aforesaid study. 

3. That the remaining third be divided into three equal parts, 
two of them to be met by the Governments of Panama and 
Colombia through agreement reached between both governments 
on the proportionate contribution of each; and the remaining 
portion to be met by the other Latin American countries on the 
basis of a fixed percentage of their respective national budgets. 
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the subcommittee may duly consider the studies 
and conclusions contained in the aforesaid paper. 


Ix 


AUTOMOBILE CARAVAN FROM PANAMA TO WaAsu- 
INGTON TO CELEBRATE THE COMPLETION 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HIGHWAY 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To support the Automobile Caravan from 
Panama to Washington that the Inter-American 
Federation of Automobile Clubs has decided to 
organize to celebrate the completion of the Inter- 
American Highway. In addition to demonstrating 
that the highway is open for use, the caravan 
will cause public opinion throughout the hemi- 
sphere to favor the completion and putting into 
service of the Pan American Highway System. 

2. To recommend to the Inter-American Fed- 
eration of Automobile Clubs that it take the 
steps necessary to obtain the cooperation of the 
general public and especially the cooperation of 
the International Road Federation, already 
promised, and that of the Inter-American Hotel 
Association, both of which are inter-American 
entities maintaining cooperative relations with 
the Organization of American States, in the 
organizing and carrying out of the above-men- 
tioned caravan. 


x 
Tourist CIRCUITS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVEs: 

1. To congratulate the Government of Cuba 
on the completion of its section of the Pan Ameri- 
can Highway System between Havana and Puerto 
La Fe. 

2. To request the Governments of Cuba and 
Mexico that, in view of the near completion of the 
Coatzacoalcos-Champoton highway in Mexico, 
and in order to provide efficient vehicle trans- 
portation between Cuba and the Yucatan Penin- 
sula in Mexico, they begin the studies, plans, and 
preliminary work required for the operation of 
ferry-boats and the construction of the necessary 
port facilities. 

XI 
INTER-AMERICAN TRAFFIC CONGRESSES TO BE 
HELD JOINTLY WITH THE PAN AMERICAN 
HiGgHway CONGRESSES 
The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 


RESOLVES: 
1. To request the Organization of American 
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States, in view of the increasing importance to the 
hemisphere of problems connected with auto- 
motive traffic on streets and roads, to make the 
necessary arrangements for the holding of Inter- 
American Traffic Congresses as specialized inter- 
American conferences, jointly, at the same 
place and time, with the Pan American Highway 
Congresses. 

2. To request the Organization of American 
States that the Permanent Secretariat of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses furnish similar 
services for the Inter-American Traffic Congresses 
and also to request that the regulations governing 
both Congresses provide for the appointment of a 
joint committee to coordinate all common resolu- 
tions and other matters. : 

3. To request the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee to adopt, until such time as the purposes 
set forth in the preceding paragraphs are achieved, 
appropriate measures for ensuring the continuity 
of the studies and work begun by the first Inter- 
American Meeting of Traffic Experts. 

4. To request the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee, when preparing the draft agenda for the 
Pan American Highway Congresses, without prej- 
udice to matters of a general nature, to divide it 
into these two main groups of technical subjects: 

a. Highway construction and maintenance. 
This group to include, primarily, topics re- 
lating to planning, layout, construction, 
maintenance, international connection 
points, terminology, and education. 

. Financing and organization. This group to 
include, primarily, topics relating to ways 
of financing highway work; administration 
of highway organizations and legislation. 

5. To request the Organization of American 
States, when issuing the convocations for the Con- 
gresses, to recommend to the governments of the 
American states that their delegations be com- 
posed, insofar as possible, of representatives who 
are specialists in the subjects included on the 
agenda of the Pan American Highway Congress 
and in matters relating to the Inter-American 
Traffic Congress. 


— 
oS 


xII 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ON TRAFFIC 

The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVEs: 

1. To request the Organization of American 
States to make the arrangements necessary for 
establishing a technical cooperation project on 
traffic, which will be a part of its Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation, that will begin operations as 
Soon as possible, preferably by the end of 1958. 
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2. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that they lend their firm support 
to the technical cooperation project on traffic so 
that the request made in paragraph 1 will be com- 
plied with. 

3. To state that it would view with pleasure 
the establishment, by the Government of Vene- 
zuela, of a Traffic Institute in Caracas, as a service 
to the Americas. This technical training center 
would not only add to the importance and magni- 
tude of the truly exemplary traffic achievements 
attained by the Venezuelan Government on the 
national level but would also furnish technical 
training in the various traffic specialties to citizens 
of the other American countries. 

4. To request the Organization of American 
States that when preparing plans for the project 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this resolution it 
consider the possibility of establishing it at the 
Institute mentioned above. 


XIII 


MEASURES TO FACILITATE AND DEVELOP INTER- 
NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
ON THE PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY 
SysTEM 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To thank the Delegation of the United States 
of America for the valuable paper entitled ‘‘Pro- 
posed Agreement on International Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Traffic on the Pan American High- 
way System’’, which deals with the establishment 
of facilities for commercial transportation on the 
roads of the System. 

2. To charge the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee with the study of the draft proposal and 
the preparation of a draft agreement thereon. In 
this work, the committee shall take into account 
other agreements and draft agreements, studies 
already made on the subject, as well as the differ- 
ent views held by the governments of the Ameri- 
can states and inter-American organizations, and 
take such steps as are necessary for developing 
the draft proposal into one or more multilateral 
agreements. 


XIV 


CustoMs FoRMALITIES FOR THE PAN AMERICAN 
Hicuway System. UNIFORMITY OF PRo- 
VISIONS AND PERMANENT EXCHANGE 
oF INFORMATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
To send to the Permanent Executive Commit- 
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tee, for appropriate action, the proposal submit- 
ted by the Delegation of Panama entitled ‘‘Cus- 
toms Formalities for the Pan American Highway 
System. Uniformity of Provisions and Permanent 
Exchange of Information’’. 


XV 


CustToMs FoRMALITIES AND FAcILITIES AFFECTING 
Roap TRAFFIC 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that have signed but have not 
ratified the Customs Convention on the Tempo- 
rary Importation of Private Road Vehicles, the 
Convention concerning Customs Facilities for 
Touring, and its additional protocol relative to 
the importation of tourist publicity documents 
and material, signed in New York in 1954, that 
they ratify the above-mentioned Conventions, 
and to the governments that did not sign the said 
Conventions that they adhere to them. 

2. To express its satisfaction at the measures 
taken for the preparation of draft inter-American 
customs conventions with more liberal provisions 
than those contained in the instruments men- 
tioned in the foregoing paragraph and than those 
at present in effect in the American countries. 

3. To recommend to the governments of the 
Central American states and Panama that, if they 
have not already done so, they sign and ratify the 
Regional Agreement for the Temporary Importa- 
tion of Road Vehicles, and to recommend to the 
governments of the other American states that 
they give careful consideration to the aforesaid 
instrument. 

4. To request the governments of the American 
states that have not yet done so to recognize the 
customs pass issued by the Inter-American Feder- 
ation of Automobile Clubs as a permit for the 
temporary export and import of vehicles, granting, 
in order to make the said document valid in their 
respective countries, the necessary authorization 
to the local institution subscribing to the appro- 
priate bonding agreement. 

5. To express its satisfaction at the measures 
taken by the Permanent Executive Committee of 
the Inter-American Travel Congresses, in coop- 
eration with the Inter-American Federation of 
Automobile Clubs, to prepare the necessary stud- 
ies leading to the use of diptychs and triptychs 
for automotive border traffic, without prejudice 
to more liberal systems established for this pur- 
pose between some American countries; and to 
thank the Inter-American Federation of Auto- 
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mobile Clubs for having decided to prepare a study 
of the documents relative to customs facilities for 
automotive traffic and transportation, with a view 
to their being adopted in the American countries. 


XVI 
AUTOMOTIVE TRAFFIC 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that they ratify the Convention 
on Road traffic (Geneva, 1949), if they have signed 
it; otherwise, that they adhere to it.!° 

2. To request the aforesaid governments to take 
the necessary steps: 

a. For the adoption, if this has not already 
been done, of the distinguishing sign of 
vehicles in international traffic registered 
in their countries, in accordance with An- 
nex 4 of the Convention; 

b. For the issuance, in their territories, of the 
documents contemplated in the Conven- 
tion; and 

c. For the adaptation of their national regu- 
lations to those of the Convention. 

3. To request the above-mentioned govern- 
ments: 

a. To make a careful study of the Minimum 
Uniform Regulations recommended for the 
issuance of drivers’ licenses and their perti- 
nent national legislation and regulations, 
with a view to seeking, insofar as possible, 
the adoption of the aforesaid Minimum 
Uniform Regulations as a means of arriving 
at a universally uniform system of granting 
such licenses; and 

b. To accept, to the greatest extent possible, 
the suggestions contained in the resolution 
of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council with respect to the conditions and 
measures for the admission of national 
drivers’ licenses as valid permits in inter- 
national traffic. 

4. To recommend to the Governments of Bo- 
livia, Cuba, and Uruguay that they ratify the 
Convention on the Regulation of Inter-American 
Automotive Traffic (Washington, 1943) as soon as 
possible, and to the Government of Venezuela that 
it sign and ratify that Convention in order that 
all American states will be linked in automotive 


10 American countries not parties to the Convention of 
Geneva, 1949: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela. 
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matters by a pact. For this purpose cables shall be 
sent to the aforesaid governments, with copies to 
the Permanent Executive Committee and the 
Permanent Secretariat, urging them to give pri- 
ority to this recommendation, and that it be car- 
ried out as promptly as possible. 

5. To request that those governments which 
have ratified the Convention on the Regulation 
of Inter-American Automotive Traffic take the 
necessary steps, if they have not already done so, 
for the issuance in their respective territories of 
the documents contemplated in the aforesaid 
Convention. 


XVII 


SEAT OF THE EIGHTH PAN AMERICAN 
HicHuway CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To hold the Eighth Pan American Highway 
Congress in Bogoté, Colombia, in 1960. 

2. To thank the Government of Colombia, 
through its Delegation, for the kind invitation to 
hold the Eighth Pan American Highway Congress 
in Bogota. 


XVIII 


ELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To designate Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, 
Peru, the United States, and Venezuela as the 
seven countries whose representatives, together 
with the representative of the host country of the 
present Congress and representative of the host 
country of the next Congress, will compose the 
Permanent Executive Committee of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses. 

Accordingly, the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee that is to serve until the Eighth Pan Amer- 
ican Highway Congress meets will be composed of 
the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, the United 
States, and Venezuela. 


XIX 


TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To designate the countries indicated below 
as the seats of the various Technical Committees 
for which provision is made in Article 10 of the 
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Organization Plan of the Pan American Highway 
Congresses: 

a. Committee on Development of Govern- 
mental Highway Agencies: Peru 

b. Committee on Planning: Brazil 

c. Committee on Financing: Venezuela 

d. Committee on Terminology: Argentina 

2. To record the fact that Peru, Brazil, Vene- 
zuela, and Argentina have, through the chairmen 
of their respective delegations, accepted the chair- 
manship of the aforesaid committees, with the 
obligations set forth in Article 10 of the Organiza- 
tion Plan of the Pan American Highway Con- 
gresses. 

3. To approve the following tentative composi- 
tion of the aforesaid committees, in accordance 
with the method adopted at the Sixth Pan Ameri- 
can Highway Congress: 

a. Committee on Development of Govern- 
mental Highway Agencies: Argentina, 
Chile, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Sal- 
vador, Peru, United States, and Venezuela. 

. Committee on Planning: Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela. 

c. Committee on Financing: Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, United States, and Venezuela. 

d. Committee on Terminology: Argentina, Bra- 
zil, Cuba, Haiti, Peru, Uruguay, United 
States, and Venezuela. 

The final composition of the committees shall 
be determined after the governments of the Amer- 
ican states have had an opportunity to express 
their desires with respect to the committee or 
committees of which they wish to be members. 


—_ 
~ 


XX 


THIRD WoRLD CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
Roap FEDERATION IN Mexico, D.F., 1n 1958, 
AND ELEVENTH INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAY 
ConGrEss IN Rio DE JANEIRO IN 1959 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the American countries 
that they send representatives to the Eleventh 
International Highway Congress to be held in 
Brazil in 1959. 

2. To request the American governments to 
send representatives to the Third World Congress 
of the International Road Federation that is to 
take place in Mexico in October 1958. 
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XXI 
HigHway LEGISLATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that they compile the existing legisla- 
tion of their respective countries (on highway ac- 
tivities) so that this information can be sent to 
the Technical Committee on Development of 
Governmental Highway Agencies, to enable it to 
prepare, at one of its forthcoming meetings, and 
on the basis of the aforesaid information, repre- 
sentative draft legislation to govern highway mat- 
ters. A compilation of all existing laws on con- 
tractual and price-adjustment systems should 
likewise be included. 


XXII 


Basic ORGANIZATION OF HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS 
oR BuREAUS OF PuBLIc RoAps 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states: 

a. The adoption of the following three di- 
visions as the minimum standard for the 
basic organization of highway departments 
or bureaus of public roads: Division of 
Planning (study, plans, and work priority) ; 
Division of Construction; and Division of 
Maintenance. Depending upon the indi- 
vidual characteristics of each country, the 
aforesaid departments or bureaus should 
be, preferably, administratively and fi- 
nancially autonomous agencies. A fourth 
division, in addition to those mentioned 
above, which would be responsible for car- 
rying out activities pertaining to the fields 
of personnel, materials, equipment, sta- 
tistics, rights of way, etc., could be in- 
cluded in the aforesaid organization. 

b. The desirability of establishing a national 
roads council if that has not been done. 

c. The maintenance of permanent relations 
between the directors of the highway de- 
partments or bureaus and the national 
roads councils. 


XXIII 


OFFICIALS IN CHARGE OF INTER-AMERICAN 
Hicguway Matters 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
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ican states that they appoint officials in their 
governmental highway agencies to perform duties 
pertaining to inter-American highway matters in 
particular. 


XXIV 
RESOLUTIONS XIX AND XXVII OF THE SIxtTH Pan 
AMERICAN H1GHWAY CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Permanent Secretariat to 
obtain from the governments of the American 
states, for distribution, information with respect 
to the application of Resolutions x1x and xxv 
of the Sixth Pan American Highway Congress. 

2. To repeat to the governments of the Ameri- 
can states the recommendation contained in Reso- 
lution xxvii of the Sixth Pan American Highway 
Congress regarding the establishment of national 
public-roads commissions and councils. 


XXV 


DEPRECIATION OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 
ACQUISITION OF NEw UNITS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend the establishment, in such coun- 
tries as do not have it, of a system whereby the 
cost of depreciation, parts, and repairs of mechani- 
cal equipment are charged to individual projects, 
thereby facilitating the repair and acquisition of 
such equipment. It should be understood that this 
recommendation is applicable only to such proj- 
ects as are constructed directly by the govern- 
ment. 


XXVI 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ARBITRATION BOARDS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: : 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that do not have special laws on arbi- 
tration, the desirability of establishing in their 
respective countries arbitration boards capable 
of settling rapidly such technical and legal dis- 
putes as may arise as a result of work carried out 
on a contract basis. 


XXVII 


JUNCTION POINTS OF THE PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY 
SysTEM ON THE Borpers or Hacu Country 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 


RESOLVES: 
To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
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ican states the advisability of maintaining the 
following points as junction points of the Pan 
American Highway System, assigning priority to 
the places indicated." 
UNITED STATES 
Alaska-Canada 

Scottie Creek, Alaska 
United States—Canada 

a. Chilliwack (P) 

b. Champlain (P) 
United States—Mexico 

a. Laredo (P) 

b. El Paso 

c. Nogales 

d. Eagle Pass 
United States—Cuba 

Key West, by ferry to Havana (P) 
MEXICO 
Mexico-United States 

a. Nuevo Laredo (P) 

b. Ciudad Judrez 

c. Nogales 

d. Piedras Negras 
Mexico—Cuba 

Puerto Judrez, by ferry to La Fe (P) 
Mexico—Guatemala 

a. Cuauhtémoe (El Ocotal) (P) 

b. Talisman Bridge 
CUBA 
Cuba—Mexico 

La Fe (P) 
Cuba-United States 

Havana 
GUATEMALA 
Guatemala—Mexico 

a. Cuauhtémoe (Mexico) (P) 

b. Talisman Bridge (Mexican border) 
Guatemala-El Salvador 

San Cristdébal 
EL SALVADOR 
El Salvador-Guatemala 

San Cristébal (Guatemalan border) (P) 
El Salvador-Honduras 

a. Goascoran International Bridge 

b. Jocoaitique (P) 
HONDURAS 
Honduras-El1 Salvador 

a. Goascordn International Bridge 

b. Jocoaitique (El Salvador) (P) 
Honduras-Nicaragua 

a. El Espino 

b. Junction point to be determined later by 

the Republics of Honduras and Nicaragua 


"The letter following the name of the point indicates that it 
should be assigned priority. 
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NICARAGUA 
Nicaragua—Honduras 
a. El Espino (Honduras) 
b. Junction point to be determined later by 
the Republics of Nicaragua and Hon- 
duras (P) 
Nicaragua-—Costa Rica 
Pefias Blancas (P) 
COSTA RICA 
Costa Rica—Nicaragua 
Pefias Blancas (Nicaragua) (P) 
Costa Rica—Panama 
a. La Unién 
b. La Cuesta (P) 
PANAMA 
Panama-Costa Rica 
a. La Unién (Costa Rica) 
b. La Cuesta (Costa Rica) (P) 
Panama-—Colombia 
The most suitable point on the Colombian 
border 
COLOMBIA 
Colombia—Panama 
From the most suitable point of the Colom- 
bian highway system to the Panamanian 
border 
Colombia-Venezuela 
Ciicuta (International Bridge) (P) 
Colombia—Ecuador 
Puente de Rumichaca 
Colombia-Brazil 
From the most suitable point of the Colom- 
bian highway system to the Brazilian bor- 
der 
VENEZUELA 
Venezuela—Colombia 
a. San Antonio (International Bridge) 
b. Urefia 
Venezuela—Brazil 
Santa Elena de Vairén (P) 
ECUADOR 
Ecuador—Colombia 
Puente de Rumichaca (P) 
Ecuador—Peru 
a. Huaquillas 
b. Maeard (P) 
PERU 
Peru-—Ecuador 
a. Aguas Verdes 
b. La Tina (P) 
Peru-Chile 
Concordia (P) 
Peru-Brazil 
The most suitable point on the border between 
Pucallpa (Peru) and Cruzeiro do Sul (Bra- 
zil) (P) : 
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Peru-Bolivia 
a. Desaguadero (P) 
b. Yunguyo 
c. Moho 
CHILE 
Chile-Peru 
Concordia (Peru) (P) 
Chile-Argentina 
Christ of the Andes 
Chile-Bolivia 
Concosa (P) 
BOLIVIA 
Bolivia—Peru 
a. Desaguadero (P) 
b. Copacabana 
c. Puerto Acosta 
Bolivia-Chile 
Bellavista (P) 
Bolivia-Argentina 
a. Villazén (P) 
b. Aguas Blancas (International Bridge) 
Bolivia—Paraguay 
Cafiada Oruro (P) 
Bolivia-Brazil 
a. Cristal (Brazil) toward Pérto Esperanga- 
BR-33 (P) 
b. Tarvo—toward Mato Grosso-BR-30 
ARGENTINA 
Argentina-Chile 
Christ of the Andes (P) 
Argentina-Bolivia 
a. La Quiaca 
b. Aguas Blancas (International Bridge) (P) 
Argentina—Paraguay 
a. Puerto Pilcomayo (P) 
b. Posadas 
Argentina-Uruguay 
Buenos Aires (by ferry to Colonia across the 
Rio de la Plata) 
Argentina-Brazil 
Paso de los Libres (P) 
URUGUAY 
Uruguay-Argentina 
a. The Uruguay River crossing at the dam 
site located in Salto Grande 
b. Colonia (by ferry to Buenos Aires across 
the Rio de la Plata) 


Uruguay-Brazil 
a. Rio Branco 
b. Acegué (P) 
c. Rivera 
d. Artigas 
e. Chuy 
f. Bella Unién 


PARAGUAY 
Paraguay—Argentina 
a. Ité Enramada (by ferry to Pilcomayo 
across the Paraguay River) (P) 
b. Encarnacién (by ferry to Posadas across 
the Parand River) 
Paraguay-Bolivia 
a. Cafiada Oruro (P) 
b. Villazén 
Paraguay-Brazil 
a. Puerto Presidente Franco (opposite Foz 
do Iguagt, Brazil) 
b. The most suitable point opposite Guaira, 
Brazil, on the shores of the Parand River 
. Pedro Juan Caballero 
d. The most suitable point opposite Pérto 
Murtinho, on the shores of the Paraguay 
River 
BRAZIL 
Brazil-Argentina 
a. Uruguaiana (P) 
b. Itapiranga 
Brazil-Bolivia 
The most suitable point on the border oppo- 
site Mato Grosso and facing Santa Cruz de 
la Sierra, Pérto Esperanga, Cristal, in order 
to reach Camiti (P) 
Brazil-Colombia 
From the most suitable point of the Brazilian 
highway system to the Colombian border 
(P) 
Brazil-Paraguay 
a. Foz do Iguagd (P) 
b. Guaira 
c. Ponta Pord 
d. Pérto Murtinho 
Brazil-Peru 
The most suitable point on the border oppo- 
site Cruzeiro do Sul, toward Pucallpa, Peru 
(P) 
Brazil-Uruguay 
. Jaguarao 
. Aceguaé (P) 
c. Livramento 
d. Quarai 
e. Barra do Quarai 
f. Chuy 
Brazil-Venezuela 
The most suitable point on the border, on the 
way to Santa Elena (Venezuela) 
XXVIII 
Route or Pan AMERICAN HiGuway IN HonpURAS 
To Pass THRouGH TEGUCIGALPA 
The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
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To consider the route which passes through 
Tegucigalpa as a preferential route of the Pan 
American Highway System, in accordance with 
a resolution adopted by the Second Pan American 
Highway Congress. 


XXIX 
Orvro-IQquiquE HiGHway 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the Governments of Bolivia 
and Chile that the Oruro-Iquique highway be 
constructed as soon as possible, as an integral 
part of the Pan American Highway System. 


XXX 


EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR AID 
EXTENDED BOLIVIA 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To express its appreciation to the Government 
of the United States for the effective aid it has 
rendered, through the Point Four Program, in 
improving and maintaining the highways of the 
Republic of Bolivia. 


XXXI 


PrRoGRESS OF PAN AMERICAN HiGHway SYSTEM 
SIncE 1953 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To extend appreciation to the countries that 
have sent data on the progress and present condi- 
tion of their respective national sections of the 
Pan American Highway System. 

2. To note with satisfaction the agreements 
concluded by the republics of Central America 
and Panama with the United States to complete 
the Pan American Highway across the Central 
American isthmus through an accelerated con- 
struction program. 

3. To congratulate the Governments of Brazil 
and Paraguay on the highway agreement con- 
cluded between these two republics, which will 
permit, with the financial aid of Brazil, the prompt 
completion of the section from Coronel Oviedo to 
Foz do Iguagt of the South American transverse 
highway that will link the capitals Rio de Janeiro- 
Asuncién-La Paz-Lima. 

4. To instruct the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee to take the necessary measures to keep 
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information on the roads of the Pan American 
Highway System up to date. 


XXXII 


Roap Sign To IDENTIFY THE PAN AMERICAN 
Higuway SystEM 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To suggest to the governments of the American 
states that they adopt a symbol for the identifica- 
tion of the Pan American Highway System, in 
conformity with the sketch which appears as an 
appendix to Resolution 11 of the Permanent Execu- 
tive Committee, Second Meeting (Washington, 
D.C., 1956). The sign consists of a shield, with the 
name of the country at the top in black, and a 
silhouette of the Americas in black on a white 
background with the route of the Pan American 
Highway System traced in white lines, and in the 
center, horizontally, the word ““VIAPANAM”’. 


XXXIII 


Maps AND INFORMATION ON THE PAN AMERICAN 
Higuway System 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that have not done so that, in 
view of Resolutions vi and vu of the Sixth Pan 
American Highway Congress, they should 
promptly submit to the Permanent Executive 
Committee maps and information of Pan American 
interest covering their national highway system, 
indicating the preferred main roads, the points 
of connection on its borders, the order of priority 
for establishing direct communication, through 
their territory, between non-neighboring coun- 
tries, and the alternate connections of Pan Ameri- 
can interest. 

2. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that they identify the route of 
the Pan American Highway System on their maps 
by the sign proposed for that purpose in Resolu- 
tion xxx and that they give information on road 
and traffic conditions by use of the symbols re- 
ferred to in Resolution II.13, of the Second Meet- 
ing of the Permanent Executive Committee, Wash- 
ington, 1956. 

3. To instruct the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee to take the steps necessary to prepare a 
map of the Pan American Highway System, based 
on the information received from the various 
countries. 
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XXXIV 
PUBLICATION OF HigHway AND Tourist Maps, 
GUIDES, AND CHARTS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that they encourage the increased pub- 
lication and distribution of highway and tourist 
maps, guides, and charts, because they are valu- 
able for the guidance of tourists and the develop- 
ment of tourist travel and because of their implicit 
educational value, which is of real interest to all 
the American peoples. 


XXXV 


PASSAGE OF THE HIGHWAYS OF THE PAN AMERICAN 
System THrouGH Towns 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states: 

a. That, whenever possible, passage of the 
highways of the Pan American System through 
towns should be avoided. The highways may, 
however, pass through the outskirts of cities, and 
in these cases, provision should be made for loop 
approaches to them, with special characteristics, 
preferably with two lanes and lateral streets in 
their final stage of development. 

b. That, whenever possible, provisions be made 
for a strip of land of sufficient width to permit 
the construction of a two-lane highway and lateral 
streets physically divided from it, when the high- 
ways of the Pan American Highway System must 
pass through cities. The planning should also in- 
clude measures to prevent grade-level crossing at 
city street intersections. 


XXXVI 


LANDSCAPING AND APPROPRIATE MARGINAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHWAYS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To transmit to the Permanent Executive 
Committee the study on the problem of landscap- 
ing and appropriate marginal development of 
highways, the solution of which is a legitimate 
aspiration of all countries of the hemisphere. 

2. To recommend to the Organization of Amer- 
ican States that, through the cooperative services 
offered by the countries more highly developed in 
this field, it arrange for the assistance of technical 
experts and specialists in the field, when requested 
to do so by any member government. 


3. To request the governments of the American 
states to make provision for ‘“‘El Paisajismo y sus 
Anexos”’ (Landscaping and Related Matters), as 
one of the items of their general specifications for 
highway construction. 


XXXVII 


EXCHANGE OF SPECIFICATIONS ON 
HicgHway CONSTRUCTION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the American governments 
that have not yet done so, that they prepare and 
revise, periodically, their general specifications 
for the construction of highways suitable to their 
needs, as an effective means of establishing stand- 
ards for the control of the work that is carried out 
either by the government directly, or on a contract 
basis, and that arrangements be made for the ex- 
change of the aforesaid specifications between the 
various countries. 


XXXVIII 


MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
HIGHWAYS IN THE PAN AMERICAN 
HIGHWAY SYSTEM 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To request the Permanent Executive Commit- 
tee to prepare a draft, through the appropriate 
Technical Committee, on minimum construction 
standards for the Pan American Highway System. 


XXXIX 


ConsTRUCTION OF TEMPORARY AccEss Roaps, 
PassEs, OR PIONEER Roaps 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states: 

a. That all temporary access roads, passes, or 
pioneer roads built by private enterprise, such as 
oil companies, or companies engaged in mining, 
lumbering, agricultural, or stock-raising activi- 
ties, be coordinated by agencies of the govern- 
ment in charge of highway matters, so that such 
roads will be constructed in a way that will enable 
them to be extended and improved to serve, in 
the future, public, rather than private, interests; 

b. That each country establish an agency di- 
rected by a specialist in highway planning, whose 
main duty shall be to set up the governing plan 
for its highway network; 

c. That when roads of the afore-mentioned type 
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are built, an effort should be made to have them 
follow the governing plan so that, through suc- 
cessive improvement, they will be converted into 
better highways that will aid in the political, so- 
cial, and economic integration of the country. 


XL 
AUXILIARY SERVICES ALONG THE HIGHWAY 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend to the governments of the 
American states that they endorse the establish- 
ment, throughout such sectors of their respective 
highways as they deem advisable, of facilities for 
tourists such as service stations, hostels, hotels, 
etc. 

2. To recommend likewise that they facilitate 
and encourage, in every way possible, the activity 
of private enterprise in this field. 


XLI 
Hypro.ocic STATIONS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states the advisability of increasing their 
hydrologic stations in the interest of the Pan 
American Highway System. 


XLII 


PREPARATION OF A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF 
Roap Statistics 

The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states: 

a. That through their specialized highway 
agencies, they record their highway statistical 
data in a uniform manner for periods that begin 
and end on the first and last day of the year, re- 
spectively. 

b. That they consider for highway statistical 
purposes and on an experimental basis, the fol- 
lowing classifications: 

(1) Class of Highway. In accordance with 
technical characteristics: The classifica- 
tion of highways in their final state is 
based on the estimated maximum volume 
of mixed daily traffic, as follows: 

(a) Class I: 1,000 or more vehicles per day 
Class II: less than 1,000 and more 
than 500 vehicles per day 
Class III: up to 500 vehicles per day 

(b) Each country should present a statis- 





tical compilation on the annual aver- 
age daily volume of traffic, for dis- 
tinctive types of roads, and specifying 
types of vehicles. 

(2) National highways. Highways that com- 
pose the national highway plan. 

(3) Secondary roads. Roads that are not part 
of the national highway plan (state, mu- 
nicipal, departmental, and feeder roads 
composing the regional plan). 

(4) Indication of sections of highways by the 
type of paved roadway will in general be 
by terms already established: Paved high- 
way—PAV; All-weather road—A.W.; 
Dry-weather road—D.W.; Impassable 
highway—IMP. For classification of these 
types of pavement, the following terms 
may be adopted: 

(a) Paved (PAV)—Rigid pavements: ce- 
ment concrete, bound macadam, soil 
cement with surface treatment (seal 
coat), parallelepipeds of stone or of 
other rigid material, with cement- 
filled joints; 

Flexible pavements: bituminous 
road surfaces in general (block), ma- 
sonry (albafiilerfa poliédrica), block 
paving of parallelepipeds (wood, bi- 
tuminous, cement, ceramic, rubber, 
stone, with flexible base. 

(b) All-weather (A.W.) Primary Road 
Surfacing—Granular stabilized soil 
(mixture of silica clay, coarse aggre- 
gate, sand and clay). 

Dry-weather (D.W.) Dirt road— 

Without road surfacing or stabiliza- 

tion. 

Impassable Roadway (IMP)—Road- 

way in such bad condition that it may 

be temporarily impassable to traffic 
of vehicles. 

(e) Interruption or gap—Nonexistence of 

highway. 

(5) Maintained Highway. Indication of length 
of road maintained and estimate of cost 
of maintenance. 

(6) Highway under construction. Indication 
of length of road under construction and 
estimate of cost of construction. 

(7) Proposed Highway. Indication of length 
of proposed road. 

(8) Highway under study. Indication of 
length of road under study. 

(9) Mechanical Equipment Employed: 

(a) For grading 
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(b) Maintenance 

(c) Paving 

(d) Motor vehicles for the provision of 
services and transportation 

(e) Mechanical equipment of various 
kinds. 

(10) Automotive Traffic. Each country will en- 
deavor, to the extent of its ability, to 
promote the development of its highway 
statistics on motor traffic, taking into 
account the type, weight, and number of 
axles, and keeping a record of such data. 

(11) Traffic Accidents. Each country will en- 
deavor, to the extent of its ability, to pro- 
mote the development of its highway sta- 
tistics on traffic accidents, keeping a 
record of the data observed. 


XLIII 


STUDIES ON THE PLANNING AND COORDINATION 
or TRANSPORTATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
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ican states: 

1. That, in cooperation with the Organization 
of American States, through its specialized or- 
ganizations, they carry out in their countries stud- 
ies similar to those made in the countries of the 
Central American isthmus by the Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America (‘‘El Transporte en el 
Istmo Centroamericano’’). 

2. That, as the results of the aforesaid studies 
are obtained, they be transmitted to the Perma- 
nent Executive Committee for compilation, co- 
ordination, and distribution. 


XLIV 
STanDARD LIcENSE PLATES FOR Motor VEHICLES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states the use of a standard-size license plate 
for motor vehicles, adopting as the standard size 
the 6 x 12 inch (15.2 x 30.5 cms) plate used in Can- 
ada, Ecuador, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and the 
United States, in conformity with the standards 
recommended by the American Association of 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


























Minimum uae ; 
‘i . + L dinal Width of Paved 
Class of Highway Regions i, 4 — Reeds eve 
a | Special Class—Highway provided | Level country 430 m 3% 7.50 m 
with special technical facilities for | Rolling “ 280 m 4% 7.50 m 
a large volume of traffic Mountainous 160 m 5% 7.50 m 
country 
b | Class I—1000 or more vehicles per | Level country 340 m 3% 7.00 m 
day Rolling “ 200 m 4% 7.00 m 
Mountainous 100 m 5% 7.00 m 
country 
c | Class II—Less than 1000 and more | Level country 200 m 3% 7.00 m 
than 500 vehicles per day Rolling “ 110 m 4% 6.00 m 
Mountainous 50 m 6% 6.00 m 
country 
d | Class III—Up to 500 vehicles per day | Level country 110 m 4% 6.00 m 
Rolling ‘‘ 50 m 5% 6.00 m 
Mountainous 30 m 7% 6.00 m 
country 
e | Class IV—Newly opened or im- | Level country 340 m 6% 7.00-6.00 m 
proved intermediate road (pio- | Rolling “ 200 m 7% 7.00-6.00 m 
neer) Mountainous 50 m 8% 7.00-6.00 m 
country 
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Motor Vehicle Administrators and the Automobile 
Manufacturers Association. 


XLV 


PoLICIES FOR THE REGULATION OF TRAFFIC IN 
URBAN AND RuraL AREAS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that a single technical agency in each 
country be responsible for establishing and regu- 
lating general traffic policies, so as to attain a 
single criterion of judgment and better under- 
standing between drivers and authorities. 


XLVI 


TRAFFIC-SAFETY CONTROL AND 
First-Aip STATIONS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states: 

a. That they establish patrol posts along their 
highways to achieve better control and greater 
safety of traffic in general. 

b. That first-aid equipment for accident vic- 
tims be installed at each patrol post, and also that 
such measures as are necessary be taken with 
respect to any vehicle that is the cause of an acci- 
dent. 


XLVII 
ADVERTISING ON THE HIGHWAYS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states the adoption of measures to prohibit 
the posting of advertising signs within rights of 
way of highways and also to prohibit the posting 
of such signs on private property adjacent to 
roads when, in the opinion of competent authori- 
ties, such signs would distract the attention of 
drivers and thereby constitute a detriment to 
traffic safety. 


XLVIII 


FINANCING, IN NATIONAL Montes, or HIGHWAY 
Construction Costs 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To request the Permanent Executive Commit- 
tee to continue investigating the possibilities of 
obtaining loans to cover part or all of the costs, 
in national monies, of highway construction. 





XLIX 


INFORMATION ON FINANCING FORMULAS FOR 
HicHway CONSTRUCTION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee to urge the governments of the American 
states and organizations which maintain coopera- 
tive relations with the Organization of American 
States to provide information, in as much detail 
as possible, on the financing formulas used in their 
highway programs. 

2. To request the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee, upon receipt of the above-mentioned in- 
formation, to edit and distribute a booklet which 
will provide information to governments and in- 
terested organizations on the highway financing 
formulas most suitable for their national interests 
and conditions. 


L 


VEHICULAR REGISTRATION FEES AS A SOURCE OF 
Hicuway Funps 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that they consider the advisability of 
augmenting their highway funds by levying an- 
nually vehicular registration fees, which would 
vary according to the weight, type, and age of 
the vehicles. 


LI 


NATIONAL CONTESTS ON Topics OF THE AGENDA 
OF THE Pan AMERICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To state that it is highly pleased with the 
national contest for the presentation of papers 
dealing with topics of the agenda of the Congress, 
held by the Government of Mexico for the pur- 
pose of cooperating with the Congress, and to 
express its thanks for this cooperation. The con- 
test provides that, in addition to receiving a cash 
prize, the author of the best paper is to be included 
in the Delegation of Mexico to the Congress, with 
all expenses paid. 

2. To recommend to the governments of the 
other American states the organization of similar 
contests, inasmuch as such contests encourage 
intellectual and technical work, as in the case of 
Mexico, and make an important contribution to 
the Pan American Highway Congresses. 
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Lil 


CONTRIBUTION OF HIGHWAYS TO 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that they increase their appropriations 
for roads, in order to accelerate every aspect of 
their national development. 


LIII 


ACCEPTANCE OF THE ENGLISH-SPANISH, 
SPANISH-ENGLISH, AND ENGLISH- 
PORTUGUESE GLOSSARIES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. That the English-Spanish and Spanish-Eng- 
lish glossaries, published by the United States 
Bureau of Public Roads, and the English-Portu- 
guese glossary, published by the National High- 
way Department of Brazil, be accepted subject to 
any future amplifications and changes that it may 
be desirable to introduce therein. 

2. That the organizations and individuals who 
have participated in the preparation of these glos- 
saries be congratulated. 

3. That the Permanent Executive Committee 
be requested to take the necessary measures to 
make future editions of the English-Spanish and 
Spanish-English glossaries readily available, for 
the purpose of achieving the widest distribution 
possible in view of the number of Spanish-speak- 
ing countries that are interested in them. 


LIV 


ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
on Hicguway TERMINOLOGY 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request each of the member countries of 
the Technical Committee on Terminology to or- 
ganize as soon as possible a National Committee 
on Highway Terminology, with the same objec- 
tives as the Technical Committee, and for the 
specific purpose of preparing and coordinating 
studies for later presentation, as the contribution 
of the respective country, to the Technical Com- 
mittee at its periodic meetings. 

2. To request the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee to address the countries that are not mem- 
bers of the Technical Committee, inviting them 
to establish similar committees that will coop- 
erate with this Technical Committee. 

3. To recommend that each National Commit- 


tee on Highway Terminology be presided over by 
the Commissioner of Public Roads of the country 
or his representative and be composed of dele- 
gates from public or private organizations con- 
cerned with highway activities and affiliated with 
international organizations that maintain coop- 
erative relations with the Organization of Amer- 
ican States. 


LV 


SuBJECTS FOR STUDIES TO COORDINATE THE WORK 
OF THE VARIOUS NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
on Higuway TERMINOLOGY 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend that each country suggest to the 
Committee on Highway Terminology any new 
terms that should be included in the glossaries, 
including the definitions thereof and the corre- 
sponding terms in the other languages and the 
equivalent expressions used in each country, in 
order to facilitate the study of such terms. These 
would then be studied by the Committee, which 
would have ultimate responsibility for proposing 
that they be included in the new editions of the 
glossaries, without prejudice to the issuance of 
the provisional editions that would be submitted, 
through the Permanent Executive Committee of 
the Pan American Highway Congresses, to the 
various countries for consideration. 


LVI 


DEFINITION OF THE VARIOUS TYPES OF ROADS FOR 
HIGHWAY STATISTICAL PURPOSES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To adopt the following definitions: 

1. Paved roads: Roads covered with a firm sur- 
face containing some kind of artificial binder, and 
those made of paving blocks. The former can be 
subdivided as follows: 

a. Rigid, including those having a rigid base 
and flexible surface. 

b. Flexible base with asphalt or tar surface 
treatments. 

2. Unpaved roads of permanent passability (all- 
weather roads): Roads covered by a layer of natu- 
ral materials as a wearing surface, containing 
natural binding materials, with or without dust- 
laying treatment, which are passable throughout 
the year by motor vehicles. 

3. Dry-weather roads: Roads built for motor 
vehicle traffic with or without adequate drainage 
and with or without a stable wearing surface, 
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whose passability may be affected by climatic 
conditions. 

4. Unimproved roads: Unimproved public roads 
whose passability for motor vehicles is uncertain. 


LVII 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR THE TRAINING OF 
Hicguway SPECIALISTS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

To recommend to the governments of the Amer- 
ican states that they promote to the fullest possi- 
ble extent the exchange of students, professors, 
and technical personnel interested in highway 
matters, through fellowships and agreements, and 
also that they promote the exchange of technical 
information. 


LVIII 
Drivers TRAINING CENTER 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To thank the Government of Mexico for its 
willingness to supply to the governments of the 
other American states and to private entities the 
information which they request concerning the 
Drivers Training Center, which is operating so 
successfully in El Olivar, Mexico, D.F. 

2. To recommend to the governments of the 
other American states that they establish educa- 
tional institutions similar to the one mentioned 
above. 


LIX 


INTER-AMERICAN CENTER FOR TECHNICAL RE- 
SEARCH AND TRAINING OF PERSONNEL IN 
AUTOMOTIVE LAND TRANSPORTATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Organization of American 
States to study the possibility of establishing an 
inter-American center for technical research and 
training of personnel in automotive land trans- 
portation matters. 

2. To suggest to the Organization of American 
States that the aforesaid center be established in 
Panama City. 


LX 


RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL RoapD FEDERATION 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
1. To thank the International Road Federation 
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for the valuable and important service it is render- 
ing to American unity through its decisive action 
for the improvement of American highways. 

2. To express its full confidence that the Inter- 
national Road Federation will continue to con- 
tribute, with increasingly specialized knowledge 
and technical competence, to the development of 
highway communications in the Western Hem- 
isphere. 


LXI 


RECOGNITION OF THE WORK OF THE INTER- 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AUTOMOBILE 
CLUBS 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVEs: 

To note, with approval, the ceaseless and de- 
cisive activity of the Inter-American Federation 
of Automobile Clubs in behalf of automobile 
travel and road communications in the Americas, 
which has frequently led to a suitable solution of 
important problems. 


LXII 


Vote OF APPRECIATION TO THE AUTHORITIES 
or PANAMA 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To express its appreciation to His Excel- 
lency, Ernesto de la Guardia, Jr., President of the 
Republic of Panama, for the hospitality of the 
government and people of Panama and for all the 
courtesies extended by them to the participants 
in the Congress. 

2. To congratulate His Excellency, Roberto 
Lépez Fabrega, Minister of Public Works of the 
Republic of Panama, for his outstanding work as 
Chairman of the Organizing Committee and Pres- 
ident of the Congress. 

3. To congratulate the Organizing Committee 
for the efficiency of its preparations for the Con- 
gress. 

4. To thank Mr. Alfonso Herrera y Franco, the 
Secretary General, and the staff of the Secretariat 
of which he was in charge, for their important 
contribution to the work of the Congress. 


LXIII 


VoTE or THANKS TO THE PRESS AND THE RADIO 
STATIONS OF PANAMA CITY 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 
To express its deep appreciation to the press 


and to the radio stations of Panama City for their 
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efficient and enthusiastic cooperation with this 
Congress. 


LXIV 


VoTE oF APPRECIATION TO THE OFFICERS 
OF THE COMMITTEES 


The Seventh Pan American Highway Congress 
RESOLVES: 

1. To thank the chairmen, vice-chairmen, and 
rapporteurs of the working committees of the 
Congress for their efficiency and helpfulness in 
the performance of their duties. 

2. To extend a similar vote of thanks to the 
secretaries and assistant secretaries of the afore- 
said committees. 


InTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF TRAFFIC 
Exprerts.—In accordance with a resolution 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council,” the Inter-American Meeting of 
Traffic Experts opened in Panama City on 
July 28, 1957, three days prior to the open- 
ing of the Seventh Pan American Highway 
Congress. 

The meeting dealt with such traffic mat- 
ters as regulation of highway and city traffic; 
adoption of uniform signs and signals for 


12 For the text, see Vol. IX, No. 2, pp. 114-15. 


the direction of traffic; dimensions and max- 
imum weights of vehicles; registration of 
vehicles and operator’s licenses; uniform 
methods of reporting and recording traffic 
accidents; technical training of traffic ex- 
perts; and other problems relating to high- 
way and street traffic problems. 

The Final Act of the traffic meeting, con- 
taining 41 resolutions, was signed on Au- 
gust 7 and presented to the Seventh High- 
way Congress, which incorporated it as 
Document 188 of the Congress. 

PARTICIPATION OF CANADA IN THE HiIGu- 
way ConGrESSES.—On May 28, 1957, the 
Council of the Oas received a note from the 
Chairman of I-A Ecosoc calling attention to 
Resolution v1 adopted by the First Meeting 
of the Permanent Executive Committee of 
the Pan American Highway Congresses." 
That resolution requested the Council of 
the Organization to invite Canada to send 
representatives to the Pan American High- 
way Congresses, starting with the Seventh 
Congress. The Council of the Organization 
approved the request. 


13 Vol. VII, No. 2, p. 109. 
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. MEETING OF TECHNICAL EXPERTS AND 
ig, COn- ADMINISTRATIVE HEADS OF WOMEN’S LABOR 
on Au- BuREAUS.—Resolution xt of the Tenth 
1 High- Assembly of the Inter-American Commis- 
| it as sion of Women,! held in San Juan, Puerto 

Rico, requested the support of the Organiza- 
> Hicu- tion of American States, the International 
57, the Labor Office, and the Department of Eco- 
rom the nomic and Social Affairs of the Pan Amer- 
ntion to ican Union, for the holding of a meeting of 
Meeting technical experts and administrative heads 


‘ittee of of women’s labor bureaus. The organiza- 
resses. |? tions and offices so requested offered sub- 
uncil of stantial aid to the Commission, and the 
to send Government of Mexico offered to be host to 
n High- the meeting. 

Seventh Accordingly, the Inter-American Comis- 
nization sion of Women convoked the Meeting of 
Technical Experts and Administrative 
Heads of Women’s Labor Bureaus, which 
was held in Mexico City from April 20 to 
May 1, 1957. Pursuant to the Regulations 
of the meeting, the Government of Mexico 
appointed Mr. Raimundo Mancisidor Ortiz, 
as Secretary General of the meeting, and 
designated Miss Marfa Lavalle Urbina, of 
Mexico, as Provisional Chairman. At the 
preliminary session Mrs. Maria Cristina 
Salmor4n de Tamayo was elected Chairman 
by acclamation. 

The meeting adopted a number of deci- 
sions on such matters as labor and women’s 
bureaus, training for rural women, technical 
and vocational training, employment serv- 
ices, domestic work, handicrafts, and re- 
munerative home work. 

The decisions, recommendations, and 
resolutions of the meeting were submitted to 


' See Vol. VII, No. 3, pp. 213-14. 








253 


the Inter-American Commission of Women 
with the recommendation that it approve 
them and transmit them to the governments 
of the member states of the Organization of 
American States, at the appropriate oppor- 
tunity. The report of the meeting was con- 
sequently incorporated as a working docu- 
ment for the Twelfth Assembly of the 
Commission and formed the basis for several 
resolutions adopted by that Assembly. 

TWELFTH ASSEMBLY OF THE CoMMIS- 
ston.—At the invitation of the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American 
States, the Inter-American Commission of 
Women held its Twelfth Assembly at the 
Pan American Union, in Washington, D. C., 
from June 1 to 18, 1957. The Assembly was 
attended by delegations from Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Do- 
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nic- 
aragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United 
States, Uruguay and Venezuela, and by an 
observer from Colombia. There were also 
representatives from the United Nations, the 
International Labor Office, UNEsco, and the 
Pan American Union, as well as observers 
from public and private international and 
national organizations. 

Dr. José A. Mora, Secretary General of 
the Oas, appointed Dr. Manuel Canyes 
Secretary General of the Assembly, and Mr. 
Edward P. Davis Assistant Secretary Gen- 
eral. 

At the plenary session of June 4, the As- 
sembly elected Haiti, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
and Ecuador as members of the Executive 
Committee for the 1957-59 term. 

The Final Act of the Assembly was signed 
on June 18, 1957, and contained the follow- 
ing resolutions, recommendations, and votes: 
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I 


WoMEn’s Lasor BuREAUS 


WHEREAS: 

All problems relating to work by women are 
closely interrelated, and it is desirable that an 
over-all policy for solving them be drafted and 
applied; 

It is necessary to coordinate the activities hav- 
ing to do with the various aspects of work done 
by women; and 

It is desirable that official agencies be estab- 
lished to promote, coordinate, and orient the 
policy with respect to work by women, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organ- 
ization of American States: 

1. The adoption of pertinent provisions for the 
creation or improvement, as the case may be, of 
women’s labor bureaus charged with carrying out 
a coordinated policy for research, development, 
and guidance in matters affecting the status of 
working women. 

2. That, when they deem it necessary, they re- 
quest technical assistance of the International 
Labor Office to establish or improve such labor 
bureas. 


II 
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


WHEREAS: 

It is necessary to develop a policy for the ra- 
tional use of womanpower; 

To this end, the actual condition of the labor 
market should be studied; and 

To carry out such a policy there is need of an 
agency responsible for dealing with problems of 
labor utilization, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS: 

That the member states of the Organization of 
American States create or expand government 
employment services, such services to be offered 
free of charge to all workers without discrimina- 
tion. 


Ill 


Equa Pay 


WHEREAS: 

The application to all workers of the principle 
of equal pay for men and women workers for work 
of equal value is a basic condition for guaranteeing 
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equal opportunities and rights for men and women 
workers; 

It is necessary to abolish all discrimination 
based on sex or on subjective criteria in evaluating 
jobs, and to put into practice as far as possible the 
principle of equal pay for men and women workers 
for work of equal value; and 

To attain that objective, the ratification or 
implementation of the principle of Convention 100 
of the International Labor Organization on 
Equality of Remuneration, 1951, is absolutely 
necessary, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organ- 
ization of American States: 

1. That the countries that have not done so, 
ratify the Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 
(No. 100), of the International Labor Organiza- 
tion, or otherwise assume the responsibilities aris- 
ing from recognition of the principles of the afore- 
said Convention. 

2. That they apply progressively the principle 
of equal pay by the adoption of legislative meas- 
ures, by collective contracts, or by any other 
system for fixing remuneration established or 
recognized by law. 


IV 
REMUNERATIVE HoME WorRK 


WHEREAS: 

In many American countries the proportion of 
women occupied in remunerative home work is 
considerable and the working conditions in this 
type of activity are unsuitable for the workers and 
their families with respect to remuneration, hy- 
giene, health, and social benefits; 

Remunerative home work is necessary at pres- 
ent in most of the American countries, because of 
the economic and social conditions prevailing 
therein and the advisability of women’s adding 
their contribution to the family finances without 
being obliged to work outside the home; 

In some of the American countries there are no 
legal measures regulating remunerative home 
work; 

In various countries whose laws contain meas- 
ures of this kind the application thereof is not very 
effective; and 

To supplement the legal system for the protec- 
tion of remunerative home work, cooperative 
societies should be encouraged as a means of or- 
ganizing production and sales on a technical 
basis, 
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The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organi- 
zation of American States: 

1. That they establish provisions that will 
make possible the effective administration and 
inspection of this type of work. 

2. That they create special agencies responsible 
for controlling the standards for working condi- 
tions for this category of workers. 

3. That they encourage cooperative societies 
designed to bring about the economic liberation 
of those who do remunerative home work. 


v 
HANDICRAFTS 


WHEREAS: 

Women play an important role as workers in 
the traditional handicrafts and in small industries; 

Such industries, if properly oriented, may be- 
come one of the national economic resources, 
which will help raise the standard of living of the 
people and at the same time make it possible to 
preserve traditional arts representative of the 
culture of the peoples; 

For lack of organization in some cases, and for 
economic and social reasons, the traditional handi- 
crafts and small industries have not attained a 
desirable development and evolution; and 

In many American countries there are handi- 
crafts whose production might be improved 
through technical and financial aid from the state, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organ- 
ization of American States: 

1. That they promote the intelligent organiza- 
tion of small industries and traditional handi- 
crafts. 

2. That they carry out research that will make 
it possible to establish what human and material 
resources are available and the possible demand 
for the products in the domestic and international 
market. 

3. That they provide technical aid by experts 
or craftsmen with adequate training. 

4. That they promote the creation of coopera- 
tive societies for the establishment of credit, pur- 
chase of raw materials, improvement of techniques 
and equipment for the crafts (while respecting 
their traditional artistic character), marketing of 
products, and other similar measures with the 
object of preventing exploitation of any kind. 

5. That they adopt pertinent legal measures 
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for the purpose of providing guarantees for this 
type of work. 


VI 
Domestic WorK 


WHEREAS: 

In many American countries there are a great 
many women employed in domestic work; and 

Workers in this field do not enjoy the same op- 
portunities for training or the same rewards en- 
joyed by workers in general, notwithstanding the 
fact that they are performing equivalent work of 
vital importance, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organi- 
zation of American States: 

1. That this group of workers be included under 
the labor laws and the social security systems of 
every country. 

2. That the necessary measures be adopted to 
guarantee this class of workers the rights that they 
have as parties to a labor contract and that such 
measures ensure relations of mutual consideration 
and respect that will harmonize the interests of 
employees and employers. 

3. That measures be adopted to provide such 
workers with adequate training for their duties. 


VII 


StTaTus AND TRAINING OF RURAL WORKING WoMEN 


WHEREAS: 

The number of working women in agriculture 
represents an appreciable proportion of the eco- 
nomically active female population of the Ameri- 
can countries; 

The living and working conditions of this cate- 
gory of workers are deficient in many countries; 

It is absolutely necessary to give vocational 
training to the agricultural population whose op- 
portunities for such training are restricted, owing 
primarily to the geographic dispersion under 
which farm work is usually performed and the 
worker’s remoteness from training centers, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS: 

1. To the member states of the Organization 
of American States that they give preferential 
attention to the specific problems of rural work- 
ing women by setting up special commissions 
within women’s labor bureaus or other similar 
agencies to study and endeavor to find solutions 
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to the problem of training women for agricultural 
activities. 

2. To the Inter-American Commission of 
Women that in the report on the economic status 
of working women that it is preparing, pursuant 
to the recommendations of the Ninth and Tenth 
Inter-American Conferences, and in any studies 
that it may undertake in the future, special at- 
tention be given to the status of working women 
in agriculture. 


VIII 


REVIEW OF Provisions LIMITING WOMEN’S 
WoRKING OPPORTUNITIES 


WHEREAS: 

There are legal provisions designed to protect 
women, which in practice deprive them of oppor- 
tunities in the labor market and keep alive dis- 
crimination against working women, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organ- 
ization of American States: 

1. That they review their legislative measures 
dealing with the work of women with respect to 
hazardous and unhealthful occupations, night 
work, and other restrictions, for the purpose of 
eliminating all discriminatory differences based 
on sex that limit the opportunities of women to 
obtain suitable work. 

2. That they also review their legislation deal- 
ing with maternity protection, to prevent the em- 
ployer’s financial obligations incurred by such 
protection from becoming cause for discrimina- 
tion. 


IX 
TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL TRAINING 


WHEREAS: 

It is vitally necessary in all countries that wo- 
men participate fully in the national economy; 

In most American countries the extent to which 
women participate in the national economic life is 
limited, owing to the lack of proper training; and 

In order to train women and to enable them to 
take advantage of labor opportunities and benefit 
from the application of the principle of equal pay 
for work of equal value, the necessary measures 
should be taken to make it possible for them to 
acquire or develop technical or vocational knowl- 
edge, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RECOMMENDS to the member states of the Organi- 
zation of American States: 


1. That they orient their educational policy 
toward special consideration of vocational and 
technical training at all levels in the main fields 
of economic activity, in both rural and urban 
areas. 

2. That such vocational and technical training 
be organized on a realistic basis that will ensure 
both the effectiveness of the training offered and 
the opportunities for placement in the labor 
market. 


x 
EMPLOYMENT OF A LEGAL EXPERT 


WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to Resolution x of the Eleventh 
Assembly of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women, the Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion of American States was requested to consider 
the pressing need for providing the Permanent 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women with the services of a legal expert; and 

When the Council of the Organization of Ameti- 
can States, at its meeting of December 19, 1956, 
approved the budget for the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women recommended to it by the 
Finance Committee, it made available to the Com- 
mission the sum of $6,000 to pay for such services, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. That the sum originally allocated for the 
Continental Campaign recommended by the 
Ninth and Tenth Assemblies of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, which has not been 
carried out, be used to pay for the services of a 
legal expert. 

2. That the Chairman of the Commission and 
the Executive Committee take the necessary steps 
to select a suitable person for the performance of 
such duties. 


XI 
Vote oF THANKS TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


WHEREAS: 

The interest of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations in the work of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women merits an expression of 
deepest gratitude; and 

The cooperation given to the Twelfth Assembly 
of the Inter-American Commission of Women by 
Mrs. Sophie Grinberg-Vinaver, the Representa- 
tive of the Secretary-General, was an important 
factor in the successful termination of its work, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
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2ESOLVES: 

To express its sincere appreciation to the Secre- 
tary-General of the United Nations for having 
made it possible for Mrs. Sophie Grinberg-Vinaver 
to be present at this Assembly. 


XII 


VotTE oF THANKS TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
Lapor OFFICE 


WHEREAS: 

The International Labor Organization con- 
tributed effectively and decisively to the progress 
achieved by the Meeting of Technical Experts 
and Administrative Heads of Women’s Labor Bu- 
reaus held in Mexico, April 20-May 1, 1957; and 

The efficient technical assistance provided by 
Mrs. Ana Figueroa, Representative of the afore- 
said Organization contributed greatly to the suc- 
cess of its deliberations, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. To extend a vote of appreciation to the 
Director General of the International Labor 
Office for making it possible for Mrs. Ana Figueroa 
to be present at the Meeting of Technical Experts 
and Administrative Heads of Women’s Labor Bu- 
reaus. 

2. To extend a vote of profound gratitude to 
Mrs. Ana Figueroa for her valuable technical- 
advisory services. 


XIII 


APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERMENT OF MEXICO 
AND ITS AGENCIES 


WHEREAS: 

The Goverment of Mexico, in offering to serve 
as host to the Inter-American Commission of 
Women for the Meeting of Technical Experts and 
Administrative Heads of Women’s Labor Bureaus, 
demonstrated its interest in seeing the principle of 
equal rights for women workers in America become 
a reality; 

The moral and material support provided by 
that government was a decisive factor in the suc- 
cess of the meeting and merits the gratitude of 
this Assembly; and 

The exemplary cooperation and the facilities 
offered by Mexican governmental agencies, and 
particularly the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Welfare, are worthy of high praise, inasmuch as 
the delegates to the meeting were enabled thereby 
to conduct their work successfully and also to be- 
come acquainted with the people so as to appre- 
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on the economic status of working women. 





ciate more fully their culture, particularly that of 
the women workers, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. To extend a vote of praise and appreciation 
to the Government of Mexico, to its agencies, and 
to the Mexican nation as personified by His Ex- 
cellency, Adolfo Ruiz Cortines, President of the 
Republic, for their courteous invitation to the 
Inter-American Commission of Women to hold in 
Mexico its first Meeting of Technical Experts and 
Administrative Heads of Women’s Labor Bureaus, 
which has produced such excellent results and been 
of such great importance to the economic life of 
the hemisphere. 

2. To extend also a sincere vote of thanks to 
Mr. Adolfo Lépez Mateo, Secretary of Labor and 
Social Welfare. 


XIV 


REPORT ON THE Economic Status or WoRKING 
WoMEN IN AMERICA 


WHEREAS: 

In accordance with Resolution xx of the 
Ninth International Conference of American 
States, held at Bogoté, and Resolution Lyi of 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held at 
Caracas, the Inter-American Commission of Wo- 
men must report to the Eleventh Inter-American 
Conference, at Quito, on the economic status of 
working women in America; 

The preliminary report on the economic status 
of working women in America was prepared five 
years ago and needs to be brought up to date in 
some respects; 

The length of the aforesaid report prevents it 
from being used to best advantage as a study docu- 
ment; : 

Resolution 11 of the Tenth Assembly of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women estab- 
lished the rules for the preparation of the report 
for the Conference in Quito; and 

There is little time for revising and bringing up 
to date the summaries from which the final report 
is to be prepared, and it is absolutely necessary 
to receive at the earliest possible moment the 
comments the governments may wish to make on 
this matter, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. To request the governments that have not 
yet done so to revise and bring up to date the 
respective summaries that have been sent to them 


257 





ie hae! 





 targ.ye 


ee ee 


258 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


2. To remind the delegates to the Commission 
to call to the attention of their respective govern- 
ments the urgent need to have these summaries 
duly revised and brought up to date within four 
months at the latest. 

3. To instruct the Secretariat of the Commis- 
sion to prepare, on the basis of the data it receives, 
a draft for the definitive report on the economic 
status of working women in America, which should 
be sent to the delegates at least eight weeks be- 
fore the meeting of the Thirteenth Assembly of 
the Commission, so that the Thirteenth Assembly 
may adopt decisions in this matter. 


XV 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 


WHEREAS: 

Educational opportunities for girls are gener- 
ally available throughout the Americas, but there 
are many areas in which not as many girls as boys 
are attending school, and also areas in which 
school facilities for boys are greater than those for 
girls; 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, in cooperation with 
the Organization of American States, has recently 
initiated an important program to strengthen 
elementary education in Latin America, in which 
the needs of girls can be considered; and 

Women’s organizations can be of great assist- 
ance in encouraging girls to take full advantage of 
educational opportunities, and also in supporting 
the efforts of governments and educational insti- 
tutions to increase and improve facilities, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend that the Inter-American 
Commission of Women continue its study of the 
educational situation of girls in the American 
republics, with a view to encouraging full and 
equal school attendance by girls and boys, at 
least through the primary or elementary grades, 
with opportunities to continue their education in 
accordance with their interests and abilities. 

2. To recommend that the Commission follow 
with interest the program undertaken by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organization, in cooperation with the Or- 
ganization of American States, to strengthen 
elementary education in Latin America, in the 
hope that due attention can be given in this pro- 
gram to equalizing educational facilities for all. 

3. To suggest that each delegate inform her 
Committee of Cooperation of the comparative 


situation of girls and boys in her country with re- 
gard to education, for the purpose of supporting 
efforts to improve educational facilities and of en- 
couraging increased school attendance by girls. 
4. To request the Secretariat, in cooperation 
with the Pan American Union, to collect more in- 
formation on the comparative situation of boys 
and girls with respect to education for considera- 
tion at the Fourteenth Assembly of this Commis- 
sion, taking into account information secured 
from the delegates and other official sources. 


XVI 


IMPROVEMENT OF EcONOoMIC AND SoctaL Con- 
DITIONS OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS 


WHEREAS: 

Elementary education is of vital importance 
inasmuch as during the period of elementary 
school training the moral, intellectual, and civic 
principles that comprise the human personality 
are established; 

The growth in population and the increasing 
shortage of teachers in many areas is intensifying 
the educational problem of America; 

In many American countries a considerable 
majority of the school teachers who serve in the 
elementary schools are women; and 

In spite of the importance of their work, in 
most countries the members of the teaching staff 
of elementary schools are not properly paid, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVEs: 

To recommend to the member states of the 
Organization of American States that they give 
due attention to this problem so that, in accord- 
ance with their respective legal systems, the eco- 
nomic and social conditions of elementary school 
teachers, most of whom are women, will be im- 
proved. 


XVII 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANIC STATUTE 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION 
OF WoMEN 


WHEREAS: 

Article 26 of the Organic Statute of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women provides for its 
amendment by the Assembly after a two-year 
period following its approval by the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, held in Caracas in 1954; 

Committee III of the Eleventh Assembly, held 
in Ciudad Trujillo in 1956, prepared a preliminary 
study of possible amendments to the Statute for 
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the aforesaid purpose and submitted to this As- 
sembly certain observations with respect thereto; 

The delegates of various countries have sub- 
mitted amendments to the Statute for the same 
purpose and, as a result of the consideration of 
their suggestions by Committee III of this As- 
sembly, various amendments to the Statute have 
been proposed; and 

The aforesaid Article 26 of the Organic Statute 
states that ‘‘the amendments proposed at an 
Assembly shall be sent to the governments of the 
member states and to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion at least six months before the meeting of the 
Assembly in which they are to be submitted for a 
final vote’’, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

That, in accordance with procedures established 
in the Organic Statute and in the Regulations of 
the Commission, the amendments to the Organic 
Statute of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women accepted by this Assembly, the text of 
which follows, shall be transmitted to the govern- 
ments of the member states of the Organization 
of American States and to the Council of the 
Organization for the purposes set forth in the sec- 
ond paragraph of Article 26 of the aforesaid Stat- 
ute. 


ProposeD TEXT 


ARTICLE 1. [No amendment]? 
ARTICLE 2. The functions of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women are as follows: 

a. To work for the recognition of the civil, 
political, economic, and social rights of the 
women of America; to study their problems 
and propose means of solving them; 

b. To study the present status of women in 
America for the purpose of improving that 
status and eliminating all discrimination in 
law or practice hindering the full participa- 
tion of women in social, civic, economic, and 
cultural life; 

c. To request the governments to carry out 
resolutions favorable to the solution of wo- 
men’s problems, approved by inter-Ameri- 
can or international conferences and by its 
own Assemblies; 

d. To serve as an advisory body to the 
Organization of American States and its or- 
gans in matters relating to the aims of the 
Commission; 

° The text of the present Statute appears in Vol. VI, Special 
Number, pp. 86-89. 
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e. To establish close relations with inter- 
American organizations, and also with those of 
world-wide scope that are related to the ob- 
jectives of the Commission; 

f. To send reports to the Council of the 
Organization of American States on the prin- 
cipal activities that have been carried on in 
connection with the work of the Commission; 

g. To submit official reports to the Inter- 
American Conferences on the civil, political, 
social, economic, and educational status of 
women in America; the progress achieved in 
these fields, and also on the problems which 
should, in its opinion, be considered, and to 
submit to those Conferences resolutions which 
will promote their solution; 

h. To send reports on these matters also 
to the governments of the member states; and 

i. To stimulate greater public understand- 
ing of the Organization of American States 
and of the importance of the work and pur- 
poses of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women as part of the inter-American system. 

ARTICLE 3. The Inter-American Commission of 
Women shall be composed of one Delegate for each 
member state of the Organization of American 
States, appointed by the respective government. 

Every member state of the Organization may 
appoint Deputies or Alternates and Advisors to 
cooperate with the Delegate when circumstances 
so require. 

The Delegates, Deputies, or Alternates and 
Advisors shall be nationals of the country they 
represent. 

ARTICLES 4 through 9. [No amendment] 

ArtTIcLE 10. The Chairman shall hold office for 

a period of two years. She shall, however, continue 
to perform her duties until her successor has taken 
office. ; 
The Chairman-elect shall take office at the 
closing session of the Assembly in which she is 
elected and, within 60 days, she shall move to the 
seat of the Commission, where she shall perform 
her duties in accordance with this Statute. 

ArtIcLE 11. If the Chairman is absent from 
the seat of the Commission for reasons unrelated 
to the performance of her duties, she shall notify 
the Executive Committee to this effect. 

If her absence lasts for more than 60 days, she 
shall also notify the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States in order that he 
may take the necessary steps with the appropriate 
government for replacing her. In case the afore- 
said notification is not given, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall do so. 
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If neither of the two Vice-Chairmen is able to 
assume the chairmanship, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall elect one of its members to perform 
the duties of the chair temporarily. 

ARTICLE 12. The duties of the Chairman shall 
terminate upon the expiration of the term of office 
for which she is elected; upon her resignation from 
the office or as Delegate of her country; upon the 
revocation of her appointment by her government; 
or upon her uninterrupted absence from the seat 
for a period of four months. 

ARTICLE 13. If the office of the Chairman be- 
comes vacant, the First Vice-Chairman, or in 
case of her default, the Second Vice-Chairman, 
shall replace the Chairman during the unexpired 
portion of the term. 

The Vice-Chairman who performs the duties of 
the Chairman may be elected to the post of Chair- 
man if the vacancy occurs during the second half 
of the term. 

ARTICLE 14. [Same text as Article 13 of the 
present Statute] 

ArTICLE 15. There shall be two Vice-Chairmen 
who shall serve as First and Second Vice-Chair- 
man. They shall be elected at the same Assembly 
in which the Chairman of the Commission is 
elected, in the same manner, and for the same 
period as the Chairman. 

ARTICLE 16. The First Vice-Chairman, or in 
case of her default, the Second Vice-Chairman, 
shall substitute for, or replace, the Chairman in 
the instances set forth under Chapter IV, Articles 
11 and 18 of this Statute. 

The Vice-Chairman who occupies the chair 
shall assume all the duties and rights of that 
office. The expenses necessary for the performance 
of her duties shall be borne by the government of 
her country. 

ARTICLE 17. In case the offices of the two Vice- 
Chairmen are vacant the Executive Committee 
shall elect from among its members a Delegate to 
fill the vacancy until the next Assembly of the 
Commission. 

ARTICLE 18. There shall be an Executive Com- 
mittee that shall function at the seat of the Com- 
mission, be composed of the Chairman of the Com- 
mission and a delegate from each of four countries, 
selected for a period of two years in the manner 
provided in the first sentence of Article 9. 

Each of the four countries selected shall ap- 
point its representative on the Committee, who 
shall hold the office for a period of two years. 

ARTICLE 19. The election of representatives to 
the Executive Committee shall rotate among the 
various countries and none may be reelected until 
the cycle of rotation has been completed, unless 
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the countries that have not yet been selected de- 
cline to exercise this right. 

The Executive Committee shall be replaced by 
the election of half its members at each regular 
Assembly. 

ARTICLE 20. [Same text as Article 19 of the 
present Statute] 

ARTICLE 21. In case the offices of the Chairman 
and the Vice-Chairmen become vacant simul- 
taneously, the Executive Committee shall appoint 
from among its members an Acting Chairman, who 
shall serve until the next Assembly of the Com- 
mission. 

ARTICLES 22 through 26. [Same texts as Articles 
21 through 25 of the present Statute] 

ARTICLE 27. The Organic Statute of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women may be amended 
only by the Assembly, by a two-thirds vote of the 
Delegates of the member states. 

The amendments proposed at an Assembly shall 
be sent to the governments of the member states 
and to the Council of the Organization at least 
six months before the meeting of the Assembly in 
which they are to be submitted for a final vote. 

ARTICLE 28. The Inter-American Commission 
of Women has the power to prepare its own Regu- 
lations, which shall conform to the provisions of 
this Statute. 

ARTICLE 29. [Same text as Article 28 of the 
present Statute] 

Artic.Le 30. For the purpose of applying the 
system for the replacement of half the members of 
the Executive Committee, referred to in Article 
19, two countries whose delegates shall perform 
their duties for a term of three years shall be 
determined by lot. 


XVIII 


TrisuteE TO Dr. Jos& A. Mora, SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AMERICAN STATES s 


WHEREAS: 

Dr. José A. Mora, Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States, has made an 
outstanding contribution to the work of inter- 
American conferences held to promote the cause 
of women; 

The valuable assistance he has at all times pro- 
vided to the Inter-American Commission of Wo- 
men has been a decisive factor in the successful 
performance of its program of activities; 

His splendid cooperation as Secretary General 
in connection with the Meeting of Technical ['x- 
perts and Administrative Heads of Women’s 
Labor Bureaus, held in Mexico, and with the 
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Twelfth Assembly of the Commission, held at its 
headquarters, has contributed greatly to the suc- 
cess of these two important meetings; and 

From the statements made by Dr. Mora during 
this Assembly, it is evident that he intends to offer 
the Inter-American Commission of Women the 
opportunity to play an important role in the future 
program of the Organization of American States, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To extend to Dr. José A. Mora, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Organization of American States, a 
tribute of full recognition and a vote of thanks for 
his effective contribution to the promotion of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women and its 
work, 


XIX 


SUPPORT TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 


WHEREAS: 

The Inter-American Committee of Presidential 
Representatives, at its meeting held in Washing- 
ton, D.C., in May 1957, made various recom- 
mendations designed to intensify and extend the 
activities of the Organization of American States 
in certain specific fields, which will be of benefit to 
the peoples of this hemisphere; and 

The recommendations of the aforesaid Commit- 
tee are of great importance to the future of the 
American peoples, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To give its enthusiastic support to the afore- 
said recommendations of the Inter-American 
Committee of Presidential Representatives and 
to offer its cooperation to the Organization of 
American States so that these recommendations 
may be carried out. 


XxX 


EXPRESSION OF Goop WisHEsS To Mrs. Maria 
ConceEePci6N DE CHAVES 


WHEREAS: 

Mrs. Maria Concepcién de Chaves, outgoing 
Chairman of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women, in spite of poor health, and in a generous 
spirit of cooperation and solidarity, made a long 
and difficult trip from Paraguay in order to attend 
the Twelfth Assembly of the Commission held at 
its official headquarters at the Pan American 
Union; 
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In spite of the fact that she was seriously ill 
during her term of office she never lost faith and 
interest in the work of the Commission; and 

Mrs. Maria Concepcidén de Chaves has decided, 
owing to continuing poor health, to resign from 
the chairmanship of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To express to Mrs. Maria Concepcién de Chaves 
its fervent and unanimous wish for a rapid and 
complete recovery so that her outstanding talents, 
her vision, and her energy can be actively devoted 
in the future, as in the past, to the advancement 
of American women toward a growing, construc- 
tive, and enlightened participation in the life of 
their respective countries and in the life of Amer- 
ica. 


XXI 
Votre or THANKS TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


WHEREAS: 

The Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women has contributed ef- 
fectively and enthusiastically to the work of the 
Twelfth Assembly, performing its duties very ef- 
ficiently and with a keen sense of responsibility, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To extend a vote of thanks to the Executive 
Secretary and the staff of the Permanent Secre- 
tariat for the devotion and competence with which 
they have carried out their work, thus making 
evident their outstanding merits. 


XXII 


VoTE OF APPRECIATION TO THE’ 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


WHEREAS: 

The Executive Committee, under Resolution 
x1 of the Eleventh Assembly of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, assumed the duties of 
the Chairman of the Commission; 

The aforesaid committee, composed of the 
Delegates of Brazil, Cuba, Guatemala, and Hon- 
duras, acted at all times with a high sense of re- 
sponsibility; and 

Its effective and persistent efforts contributed 
to the success of the Meeting of Technical Experts 
and Administrative Heads of Women’s Labor 
Bureaus, as well as that of the Twelfth Assembly, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
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RESOLVES: 

To extend to the Executive Committee a vote 
of appreciation for its outstanding and meritori- 
ous service in performing its executive functions, 
which has redounded to the benefit of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. 


XXIII 


INSTALLATION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE- 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION 


WHEREAS: 

Mrs. Maria Concepcién de Chaves, Chairman of 
the Inter-American Commission of Women, whose 
term was to expire September 23, 1957, submitted 
her resignation to this Assembly at the plenary 
session of June 15; 

Her resignation was accepted, in view of its 
irrevocable nature; 

At the second plenary session, held on June 4, 
1957, Mrs. Graciela Quan Valenzuela, Delegate of 
Guatemala, was elected Chairman of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women for the next term, 
1957-1959; and Mrs. Frances M. Lee, Delegate of 
the United States, was elected Vice-Chairman for 
the same term; and 

With the object of facilitating the transfer 
of the Chairmanship and Vice-Chairmanship of 
the Commission to the Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
man elected at this Assembly, the Government of 
Brazil relinquished the right of Miss Bertha Lutz, 
Vice-Chairman of the Commission, to hold the 
office of Chairman until the end of her term and, 
at the same time, Miss Lutz resigned from the 
office of Vice-Chairman, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

That Mrs. Graciela Quan Valenzuela and Mrs. 
Frances M. Lee, elected Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman, respectively, during the current As- 
sembly, take office as soon as this resolution is 
approved [June 18, 1957]. 


XXIV 


TRIBUTE AND VOTE OF THANKS TO Miss Maria 
LAVALLE URBINA 


WHEREAS: 

Miss Maria Lavalle Urbina, Delegate of Mexico 
and First Vice-President of the Twelfth Assembly, 
who presided over the deliberations of this meet- 
ing, has brilliantly accomplished the work en- 
trusted to her; and 

The equanimity, integrity, competence, and 
tact with which she performed her difficult duties 


contributed decisively to the success of this 
Assembly, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To extend a vote of praise and appreciation to 
Miss Maria Lavalle Urbina for the excellent di- 
rection she at all times provided to this Assembly, 


XXV 


VoTE oF APPRECIATION TO THE WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED AT THE 
TWELFTH ASSEMBLY 


WHEREAS: 

The national and international women’s or- 
ganizations represented at the Assembly made a 
valuable contribution to its work; 

Their important contribution served to stimu- 
late the good relations that should exist between 
the Inter-American Commission of Women and the 
aforesaid organizations so that they may cooperate 
closely; and 

The generous hospitality offered on numerous 
occasions, which enabled the delegates to par- 
ticipate in the home life and activities of the capi- 
tal city of the United States went beyond the 
limits of their obligations, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

1. To render a vote of thanks to the women’s 
organizations represented at the Twelfth Assem- 
bly for their enthusiastic and commendable sup- 
port and the numerous personal courtesies they 
extended to the delegates. 

2. To mention particularly the very cordial and 
timely cooperation of Mrs. Ana del Pulgar de 
Burke, President of the Pan American Liaison 
Committee of Women’s Organizations. 


XXVI 


VoTE oF THANKS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BRAZIL 


WHEREAS: 

The Government of Brazil, keenly aware of the 
responsibility of this Assembly to terminate mag- 
nanimously, the emergency situation with which 
the Inter-American Commission of Women has 
been faced, has renounced its right to the Chair- 
manship of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women; 

Dr. Bertha Lutz, a great American woman who 
has carried with honor the banner of woman’s 
just cause in her own country and also in the in- 
ternational field in which she participated out- 
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standingly as one of the signers of the United 
Nations Charter, has, in another gesture of co- 
operation and unselfish assistance, made a decisive 
contribution to the achievement of the goals of 
the Inter-American Commission of Women; and 

Miss Zilah Mafra Peixoto, the Delegate of 
Brazil, with skill and competence used her good 
offices with the Brazilian Government, so that it 
was able to appraise correctly the problem that 
had arisen as a result of the emergency situation 
with which the Commission was faced, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To extend a vote of cordial appreciation to the 
Government of Brazil, to Dr. Bertha Lutz, out- 
going Vice-Chairman of the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women, and to Miss Zilah Mafra 
Peixoto, the Delegate of Brazil to this Assembly, 
for their able contribution to the solution of the 
problem of the emergency situation that faced the 
Inter-American Commission of Women. 
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VoTE oF THANKS TO THE SECRETARIAT 
OF THE ASSEMBLY 


WHEREAS: 

The work of the General Secretariat of the 
Assembly contributed effectively to the success of 
the task that has been accomplished owing to the 
valuable and effective part played by each of the 
services organized and the spirit of cooperation 
evinced at all times by the members of the staff, 

The Twelfth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women 
RESOLVES: 

To thank Dr. Manuel Canyes, the Secretary 
General of the Twelfth Assembly, Mr. Edward P. 
Davis, the Assistant Secretary General, and all 
the auxiliary staff of the Secretariat, for their 
outstanding performance and excellent contribu- 
tion, which were indispensable to the success of 
the Assembly. 
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Situation Between Honduras 
and N icaragua 


Statements of the Parties and Application 
of the Rio Treaty 


On May 1, 1957, the Council of the Or- 
ganization of American States held a special 
meeting to consider a note! from the Govern- 
ment of Honduras invoking the Inter-Amer- 
ican Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance for 
application in the conflict that had arisen 
between Honduras and Nicaragua because 
of Nicaragua’s “having invaded Honduran 
territory with military forces by crossing 
the boundary line of the Coco or Segovia 
River, established by the King of Spain in 
his arbitral award of December 23, 1906”. 

After hearing statements by the represen- 
tatives of Honduras and Nicaragua and by 
other members, the Council decided to call 
another special meeting on May 3. New 
developments in the situation, however, 
made it necessary to hold special sessions on 
the morning and afternoon of May 2. On 
May 1, the Chairman of the Council sent 
communications to the ministers of foreign 
affairs of Honduras and Nicaragua, ap- 
pealing to their governments to take the 
necessary measures to avoid any act that 
would in any way tend to aggravate the 
situation. 

On the morning of May 2, the Council 
met at the request of the Government of 
Nicaragua, which also invoked the Rio 
Treaty, denouncing the Republic of Hon- 
duras as an “agressor state”. At the special 
meeting held that afternoon the Council 
approved the following resolution: 

The Council of the Organization of American 


States, 
HAVING TAKEN COGNIZANCE of the note pre- 
sented by the Government of Honduras dated 


1 Document C-d-514, Pan American Union, May 1, 1957. 


April 30, 1957, and the note presented by the 
Government of Nicaragua, dated May 2 of the 
same year, in which the convocation of the organ 
of consultation, pursuant to the Inter-American 
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, is requested; and 

BEARING IN MIND, also, the statements made 
at the special meetings held yesterday and today 
and the recent events that have aggravated the 
situation, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To convoke the organ of consultation in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. 

2. To fix in due course the seat and date of meet- 
ing of that organ. 

3. To constitute itself and act provisionally as 
organ of consultation, in accordance with Article 
12 of the aforesaid Treaty. 

4. To authorize the Chairman of the Council to 
appoint a committee to investigate, on the spot, 
the pertinent facts and their antecedents and sub- 
mit a report thereon. 

5. To request the American governments, 
especially those of Honduras and Nicaragua, and 
the Secretary General of the Organization, to 
provide full cooperation to facilitate the work of 
the committee, which shall start its work imme- 
diately after it has been formed. 

6. To request of the governments of Honduras 
and Nicaragua, in compliance with the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, full 
guarantees that they will refrain from committing 
any act susceptible of aggravating the situation 
existing between the two sister republics. 

7. To inform the Security Council of the United 
Nations of the text of this resolution and of all 
activities relating to this matter. 


Appointment and work of the Investigat- 
ing Committee 


The Chairman of the Council thereupon 
appointed the Investigating Committee, 
composed of the representatives of Argen- 
tina, Bolivia, Mexico, Panama, and the 
United States, Ambassadors Eduardo Au- 
gusto Garcia, Victor Andrade, Luis Quinta- 
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nilla, Ricardo M. Arias Espinosa, and John 
C. Dreier, respectively. The Representative 
of Panama was elected chairman of the 
committee and the Representative of Mex- 
ico, vice chairman. 

The Investigating Committee left Wash- 
ington on May 3 and arrived at Teguci- 
galpa, Honduras, the following day. After 
meeting with authorities of the Honduran 
Government, it went on to Managua, Nica- 
ragua. As the result of the approaches made 
by the committee to both governments, the 
latter separately signed in its presence a 
cease-fire agreement, which went into effect 
on May 5. The committee agreed to present, 
within four days, troop-withdrawal plans 
designed to make certain that new acts of 
violence could not occur. 

On May 6, the Council of the Oas took 
cognizance of the agreement that had been 
signed the day before and resolved: 


1. To express to the governments of the repub- 
lies of Honduras and Nicaragua the keen satis- 
faction afforded the Council by the aforesaid 
agreement, which is one more demonstration of the 
willingness of both parties to reach a peaceful and 
definitive solution of their present differences. 

2. fo express to the Investigating Committee 
appreciation of the effective and prompt manner 
in which it is proceeding to bring the task en- 
trusted to it to a happy conclusion, and to record 
satisfaction with the measures it has taken with 
respect to the agreement signed by the govern- 
ments of Honduras and Nicaragua. 


From the time of its establishment the 
Investigating Committee had the collabora- 
tion of military experts assigned by the 
governments of the countries represented on 
the committee. On May 6 it set up a Com- 
mittee of Military Advisers, headed by 
Colonel Alphonse A. Greene, of the United 
States Army, for the purpose of investigating 
the accusations made by both sides and 
working out the technical and military as- 
pects of the troop-withdrawal plans. When 
circumstances required additional military 
experts, the Investigating Committee so 
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informed the Council, which on May 9 ap- 
proved a resolution (1) requesting “‘each of 
the governments of the member states that 
is in a position to do so, to place at the 
disposal of the Investigating Committee two 
or more officers of a rank no higher than 
colonel, to collaborate under its direction in 
the performance of its important task,” and 
(2) authorizing ‘‘the Chairman of the Coun- 
cil to arrange with the governments of the 
member states, through their representatives 
on the Council,” for the above-mentioned 
collaboration. 

In compliance with this request, the gov- 
ernments of Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela 
offered the services of officers in their respec- 
tive armed forces. 

The troop-withdrawal plans were agreed 
to by both governments and went into effect 
at noon on May 10. Thereupon the Investi- 
gating Committee returned to Washington, 
leaving as their representative in Teguci- 
galpa and Managua Minister Ezequiel Fede- 
rico Pereyra, of the Argentine delegation, 
and the Committee of Military Advisers. 


Report of the Investigating Committee 


At the meeting held May 16, the commit- 
tee submitted a report? to the Council, which 
contained its conclusions and recommenda- 
tions. The conclusions of the committee were 
as follows: 


1. This case involves an especially complex 
situation that, in the light of the facts observed, 
does not permit the members of the Investigating 
Committee to determine responsibility for ag- 
gression. Actually, the territory in which the 
events occurred is considered by Honduras as 
belonging to Honduras. The arbitral award 
handed down by the King of Spain (on December 
23, 1906) is cited in support of its being Honduran 
territory. However, this award is not accepted by 
Nicaragua and, therefore, the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment does not recognize the territorial right of 
Honduras to this region. That is to say, the com- 
mittee, in order to reach a decision as to the in- 


2? Document C-i-341, Pan American Union, May 16, 1957. 
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violability of the territory or with respect to the 
sovereignty of these states, could not take into 
account any border demarcation in the region 
covered by the arbitral award of the King of 
Spain that is equally recognized as valid by the 
two governments involved. 

2. The difficulties mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph are even more accentuated when the 
fact that both Honduras and Nicaragua have 
exercised control over various places in the terri- 
tory in question is taken into account. In other 
words, the disagreement between Honduras and 
Nicaragua over the 1906 arbitral award has given 
rise to conflicting physical acts. 

3. It is true that Article 9 of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance characterizes, 
as one act of aggression, the invasion of the terri- 
tory of an American state through the trespassing 
of boundaries demarcated in accordance with a 
treaty, judicial decision, or arbitral award, but the 
reservations made by both the Government of 
Honduras and the Government of Nicaragua pre- 
cisely with respect to the provisions of the afore- 
said Article 9.b confirm the total disagreement 
that exists between these two governments with 
respect to the 1906 arbitral award. 

4. None of the legal facets of the controversy 
could be judged by the Investigating Committee, 
whose only and clear instructions were to investi- 
gate the facts and their antecedents, without prej- 
udice to the adoption with due knowledge of the 
Council acting as Organ of Consultation, and in 
accordance with the procedure carried out by simi- 
lar investigating committees in the past, of urgent 
and indispensable measures for preventing a clash 
of any kind between Honduran and Nicaraguan 
forces, and thus carry out the provision of the 
resolution approved by the Council on May 2, 
1957. 

5. Without the facilities provided by the Com- 
mittee of Military Advisers, which was composed 
of distinguished officers of many American repub- 
lics, it would have been impossible to carry out 
the provisions of the cease-fire order or to apply 
the practical measures designed to prevent any 
clash between the parties to the dispute. 

6. Also the committe takes pleasure in express- 
ing its gratitude to the Government of Honduras 
and the Government of Nicaragua for the valuable 
cooperation provided by them to enable it to carry 
out its assignment effectively. 


Establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee 


At the Council meeting held May 17 the 
delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Mexico, 


Panama, and the United States presented a 
draft resolution based in large part on the 
committee’s recommendations. One of the 
draft resolution’s recommendations was ap- 
proved by the Council, which, in addition 
to expressing its appreciation for the valu- 
able and able work accomplished by the 
Investigating Committee, declared the com- 
mittee’s activities as terminated, and re- 
solved ‘‘to create an ad hoe committee, 
composed of five members, to collaborate 
with the governments of Honduras and Nica- 
ragua in complying with the recommenda- 
tions of the Council.”’ The ad hoc committee 
was charged with assuming “the unfinished 
business of the Investigating Committee, 
including that pertaining to the activities of 
the Committee of Military Advisers,” whose 
activities would be terminated on a date 
considered appropriate by the ad hoc com- 
mittee. Furthermore, the ad hoc committee 
was instructed to “report within 30 days to 
the Council, acting provisionally as organ of 
consultation, on the results of the efforts 
made by the parties to obtain a peaceful and 
definitive solution to the controversy,” and 
report to the Council such recommendations 
as it considered appropriate. 

On May 24 the Council considered the 
other points recommended in the draft reso- 
lution presented by the delegations of Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia, Mexico, Panama, and the 
United States, and resolved as follows: 

1. To support and keep in effect the respective 
troop-withdrawal plans and also the other meas- 
ures taken by the investigating and the ad hoc 
committees. 

2. To continue giving prompt attention to the 
progress of the events bearing on this situation. 

3. To recommend to the parties, in order to 
achieve the pacific solution referred to in Article 
7 of the Rio Treaty, that they make every effort to 
find, within 30 days from the date of this resolu- 
tion, a procedure acceptable to both for the final 
solution of the conflict, utilizing to that end di- 
rect negotiation as the first step and availing 
themselves of the cooperation offered them by the 
Council through the ad hoc committee established 
for that purpose. 
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4. To stress also the fact that both Honduras 
and Nicaragua are ratifying states of the Ameri- 
can Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bogotd), 
the purpose of which is that the parties shall 
“agree to refrain from the threat or the use of 
force, or from any other means of coercion for the 
settlement of their controversies, and to have re- 
course at all times to pacific procedures’’. 

5. To declare that if the above-mentioned pro- 
cedures do not produce satisfactory results in the 
stipulated time, the competent organ to settle 
this controversy once and for all is the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice. 

6. To express its appreciation to the govern- 
ments of Honduras and Nicaragua for giving 
effective cooperation to the Council, acting pro- 
visionally as organ of consultation, and also to 
the Investigating Committee, the representative 
of the committee in Honduras and Nicaragua, and 
the Committee of Military Advisers, without 
which cooperation it would have been more diffi- 
cult to prevent an armed clash between the two 
parties, and to explore at once the possibilities of 
pacific settlement that will perforce prove the 
value of the regional system as a guarantee of 
fraternal harmonious relations between the Ameri- 
can republics. 


The Chairman of the Council appointed 
the representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Mexico, Panama, and the United States as 
members of the ad hoc committee established 
by the May 17 resolution. The representa- 
tives of Panama and Mexico, Ambassadors 
Ricardo M. Arias Espinosa and Luis Quinta- 
nilla, were elected chairman and vice chair- 
man, respectively. On June 14 the chairman 
of the ad hoc committee addressed a note to 
the Chairman of the Oas Council, informing 
him of the steps taken thus far in seeking a 
peaceful and definitive solution to the con- 
troversy. 

The governments of Honduras and Nica- 
ragua approved the ad hoc committee’s ini- 
tiative in setting up a Honduran-Nicaraguan 
joint military committee to ensure compli- 
ance with the cease-fire agreement and the 
troop-withdrawal plans. The joint commit- 
tee was to suggest to both governments or 
to the ad hoc committee, as appropriate, 
such modifications in the troop-withdrawal 
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plans as circumstances required and to in- 
vestigate the accusations presented by both 
countries; it was also to submit a joint report 
to each of the two governments and to the 
ad hoc committee, as appropriate. The joint 
military committee was installed by Colonel 
Rosendo Esparza Arias, the Mexican officer 
who succeeded Colonel Greene as head of 
the Committee of Military Advisers. 


Procedure for Pacific Settlement 


On June 28 the ad hoc committee pre- 
sented its report to the Council, together 
with an agreement, subscribed to by both 
parties, to submit to the International Court 
of Justice the disagreement existing between 
them with respect to the arbitral award 
handed down by the King of Spain on De- 
cember 23, 1906. The ad hoc committee also 
presented a draft resolution, which was con- 
sidered by the Council at its July 5 meeting 
and approved as follows: 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as organ of consulta- 
tion, 

HAVING SEEN: 

The report of the ad hoc committee charged 
with collaborating with the governments of 
Honduras and Nicaragua in accordance with the 
resolutions approved on May 17 and May 24, 1957, 
by this Council, acting provisionally as organ of 
consultation; and 
CONSIDERING: 

That the regional system has demonstrated its 
effectiveness in carrying out its noble purpose of 
guaranteeing the sovereignty and independence 
of the American republics and fraternal relations 
between them; 

That, in accordance with the letter and the 
spirit of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance—the Rio Treaty—the application of 
this instrument should lead not only to the elimi- 
nation of any armed conflict but also to the pro- 
motion of measures for the pacific settlement of 
the controversy that is considered to have given 
rise to such a situation; 

That the American Treaty on Pacific Settle- 
ment—the Pact of Bogoti—which has been rati- 
fied by the governments of Honduras and Nica- 
ragua, provides procedures that are applicable to 
the case under consideration; and 
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Pursuant to, and in execution of, the Rio 
Treaty, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To express its satisfaction at the voluntary 
and simultaneous acceptance by the governments 
of Honduras and Nicaragua of the procedure of 
pacific settlement that, with the collaboration of 
the ad hoc committee, was subscribed to by both 
parties, and the text of which is as follows: 

The High Contracting Parties, 

FoLLow1na the recommendations of the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as organ of con- 
sultation, which were actuated by the pro- 
visions of the Inter-American Treaty of 
Reciprocal Assistance that are applicable to 
controversies between American states, which 
provisions urge such states to take the neces- 
sary measures to re-establish peace and settle 
their controversies by pacific means; and 

Destrous of re-establishing as soon as 
possible the harmonious fraternal relations 
that are a traditional characteristic of rela- 
tions between the American republics and 
particularly between countries that, like those 
of Central America, consider themselves to 
be linked by historic ties of solidarity, 

AGREE to carry out, through the application 
of the American Treaty on Pacific Settlement 
—the Pact of Bogoté—and for the purpose of 
settling once and for all the difference that is 
separating them at this time, the judicial 
procedure outline below: 

(1) The parties, having recognized and 
accepted in the Pact of Bogotdé the 
jurisdiction of the International Court 
of Justice as ipso facto compulsory, shall 
submit thereto the disagreement exist- 
ing between them with respect tc the 
arbitral award handed down by His 
Majesty the King of Spain on December 
23, 1906, with the understanding that 
each, within the framework of its sov- 
ereignty, shall present such facets of 
the matter in disagreement as it deems 
pertinent. 

(2) The procedure to be followed by the 
Court shall be that established in its 
Statutes and Rules of Procedure. 

(3) The decision, after having been duly 
pronounced and officially announced to 
the parties, shall decide the disagree- 
ment definitively and without right of 
appeal, and shall be carried out without 
delay. 

(4) If one of the high contracting parties 
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should fail to comply with the obliga- 
tions imposed upon it by the decision 
of the International Court of Justice, 
the other, before having recourse to the 
United Nations Security Council, shall 
request a Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 
American States to decide upon all the 
measures that it is appropriate to take 
to enable the decision of the Court to 
be carried out. 
(5) If, as a result of the application of the 
afore-mentioned judicial procedure, all 
phases of the disagreement with respect 
to the arbitral award handed down by 
His Majesty the King of Spain on De- 
cember 23, 1906, are not definitively 
settled, the high parties shall, without 
delay, apply the arbitral procedure 
provided by the aforesaid Pact of 
Bogot& to settle definitively the new 
situation created between them, which 
shall be clearly defined in the additional 
agreement that the high parties are to 
sign to this end within a period of three 
months from the date they are officially 
notified of the decision. 
In accepting the procedure set forth in 
this instrument and the pertinent 
application of the Pact of Bogotd to 
the case here considered, the high con- 
tracting party that made a reservation 
to the aforesaid international agree- 
ment declares that the aforesaid reser- 
vation shall not take effect. 

2. To express its appreciation to the govern- 
ments concerned for the active and effective 
cooperation they gave to the Council, acting 
provisionally as organ of consultation, and the ad 
hoc committee, to enable the procedural agree- 
ment whose text has been quoted in the preceding 
paragraph to be reached. 

3. To request the governments of Honduras 
and Nicaragua to maintain the present status quo, 
without thereby altering any of the legitimate 
rights claimed by both parties, until a definitive 
settlement of the controversy is achieved by the 
application of rules of law and without at any time 
disrupting the peace between the parties. 

4. To state that the Honduran-Nicaraguan 
joint military committee is empowered to deal 
with any differences that might arise during the 
period mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
with respect to the agreement referred to in its 
current regulations. 

5. To transmit this document with each party’s 
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note of acceptance to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations and, through him, to the 
International Court of Justice. 

6. To express its strong hope that the proce- 
dure set forth in the first paragraph of this resolu- 
tion will settle, once and for all, the disagreement 
that has temporarily separated two countries like 
Honduras and Nicaragua, which are linked in a 
very special way by geographic and historic ties 
and called upon by destiny to maintain and 
strengthen their cordial relations in this important 
region of the Americas. 


Submittal to the International Court of 
Justice 


The procedure for submitting the disagree- 
ment to the International Court of Justice 
is set forth in the agreement between the 
ministries of foreign affairs of Honduras and 
Nicaragua, signed by their respective foreign 
ministers at a formal ceremony held at the 
Pan American Union on July 21, 1957, and 
attended by the Council of the Organization, 
acting provisionally as organ of consultation. 
The agreement provides for the following: 


On July 5, 1957, the Council of the Organization 
of American States, acting provisionally as organ 
of consultation, approved a resolution expressing 
its satisfaction at the voluntary and simultaneous 
acceptance by the governments of Honduras and 
Nicaragua of the procedure of pacific settlement 
that was subscribed to by them, and the provi- 
sions of which are stated in the resolution men- 
tioned. 

In accordance with the same resolution, the 
parties, having bound themselves to apply the 
American Treaty on Pacific Settlement—the Pact 
of Bogotdé—and to utilize the procedure set forth 
inthat Pact, agree to abide by the following rules 
of procedure: 

1. The governments of Honduras and Nica- 
ragua shall submit to the International Court of 
Justice, in accordance with its Statute and Rules 
of Court, the disagreement existing between them 
with respect to the arbitral award handed down 
by His Majesty the King of Spain on December 
23, 1906, with the understanding that each, in the 
exercise of its sovereignty and in accordance with 
the procedures outlined in this instrument, shall 
present such facets of the matter in disagreement 
as it deems pertinent. 

2. Within a maximum period of ten months 


SITUATION BETWEEN HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA 





269 


counting from September 15 of the current year, 
the Government of Honduras shall, in accordance 
with Article 40 of the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice, submit to the said Court a 
written application instituting the proceedings 
and stating the claim, and it shall inform the 
Government of Nicaragua, fifteen days in ad- 
vance, of the date on which it will take this action. 

3. Within a period of two months following the 
notification that the Court is to make with respect 
to the above-mentioned written application, the 
Government of Nicaragua shall be deemed to have 
received notice, and within this same period shall 
designate the agent or agents who will represent 
it before the said Court. 

4. The decision, after being duly pronounced 
and announced to the parties, shall settle the dis- 
agreement once and for all and without appeal, 
and shall be carried out immediately. 

5. As to the possible situation envisaged in the 
agreement set forth in the decision approved on 
July 5, 1957, by the Council, acting provisionally 
as organ of consultation, the two governments 
shall apply the measures contained in that agree- 
ment. 

6. In implementing the provisions of this 
agreement, the Government of Honduras and the 
Government of Nicaragua are mindful of the noble 
spirit of point 6 of the decision approved on July 
5, 1957, by the Council, acting provisionally as or- 
gan of consultation, in which it is pointed out that 
Honduras and Nicaragua are linked in a very spe- 
cial way by geographic and historic ties within the 
Central American community. 


Statements of the Ministers 


The agreement of July 21 contains as 
appendixes the statements made at the sign- 
ing ceremony by the ministers of foreign 
affairs of Honduras and Nicaragua. The text 
of these statements follows. 


STATEMENT OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF HONDURAS 


Honduras is submitting to the International 
Court of Justice its claim against Nicaragua that 
the arbitral award of His Majesty the King of 
Spain handed down on December 23, 1906, be 
carried out, basing its stand on the fact that the 
arbitral award is in force and is unassailable. 
Honduras has maintained and continues to main- 
tain that Nicaragua’s failure to comply with that 
arbitral decision constitutes, under Article 36 of 
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the Statute of the International Court of Justice 
and in accordance with the principles of interna- 
tional law, a breach of an international obligation. 

The foregoing reference to the position of 
Honduras in this proceeding is only of a general 
nature and in no wise constitutes a definition or a 
limitation of the matter to be submitted to the 
Court, or a formula that restricts in any way the 
exercise of the right that Honduras will maintain 
in the action before the Court. 


STATEMENT OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF NICARAGUA 


Nicaragua, when it appears before the Inter- 
national Court of Justice, will answer the claim of 
Honduras, presenting reasons, actions, and facts, 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


and opposing the exceptions that it considers 
appropriate, in order to impugn the validity of 
the arbitral award of December 23, 1906, and its 
compulsory force, and also invoking all those 
rights that may be in its interest. Nicaragua has 
maintained and now maintains that its boundaries 
with Honduras continue in the same legal status 
as before the issuance of the above-mentioned 
arbitral award. 

The foregoing reference to the position of 
Nicaragua in this proceeding is only of a general 
nature and in no wise constitutes a definition or 
limitation of the matter to be submitted to the 
Court, or a formula that restricts in any way the 
exercise of the right that Nicaragua will maintain 
before the Court. 
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